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are employed at a military child development center on 
a military installation under the jurisdiction of that 
Secretary to adequately care for the children of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces stationed at that military in-
stallation, the Secretary, to the extent practicable, 
may give priority for covered military family housing 
to a member whose spouse is an eligible military 
spouse. 

‘‘(b) NUMBER OF PRIORITY POSITIONS.—A Secretary of 
a military department may grant priority under sub-
section (a) only to the minimum number of eligible 
military spouses that the Secretary determines nec-
essary to provide adequate child care to the children of 
members stationed at a military installation described 
in subsection (a). 

‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to require the Secretary of a military depart-
ment to provide covered military family housing that 
has been adapted for disabled individuals to a member 
under this section instead of to a member with one 
more dependents enrolled in the Exceptional Family 
Member Program. 

‘‘(d) RESULT OF FAILURE TO PROVIDE FAMILY HOME 
DAY CARE SERVICES OR LOSS OF ELIGIBILITY.—The Sec-
retary of the military department concerned may re-
move a household provided covered military family 
housing under this section therefrom if the Secretary 
determines the spouse of that member has failed to 
abide by an agreement described in subsection (e)(3) or 
has ceased to be an eligible military spouse. Such re-
moval may not occur sooner than 60 days after the date 
of such determination. 

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The terms ‘child care employee’, ‘family home 

day care’, and ‘military child development center’ 
have the meanings given those terms in section 1800 
of title 10, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘covered military family housing’ 
means military family housing—

‘‘(A) located on a military installation described 
in subsection (a); and 

‘‘(B) that the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned determines is large enough to pro-
vide family home day care services to no fewer than 
six children (not including children in the house-
hold of the eligible military spouse). 
‘‘(3) The term ‘eligible military spouse’ means a 

military spouse who—
‘‘(A) is eligible for military family housing; 
‘‘(B) is eligible to provide family home day care 

services; 
‘‘(C) has provided family home day care services 

for at least one year; and 
‘‘(D) agrees in writing to provide family home day 

care services in covered military family housing for 
a period not shorter than one year.’’

§ 1797. Early childhood education program 

The Secretary of Defense shall require that all 
military child development centers meet stand-
ards of operation necessary for accreditation by 
an appropriate national early childhood pro-
grams accrediting body. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 335.) 

§ 1798. Child care services and youth program 
services for dependents: financial assistance 
for providers 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense may 
provide financial assistance to an eligible civil-
ian provider of child care services or youth pro-
gram services that furnishes such services for 
members of the armed forces, survivors of mem-
bers of the armed forces who die in combat-re-
lated incidents in the line of duty, and employ-

ees of the United States if the Secretary deter-
mines that providing such financial assistance—

(1) is in the best interest of the Department 
of Defense; 

(2) enables supplementation or expansion of 
furnishing of child care services or youth pro-
gram services for military installations, while 
not supplanting or replacing such services; 
and 

(3) ensures that the eligible provider is able 
to comply, and does comply, with the regula-
tions, policies, and standards of the Depart-
ment of Defense that are applicable to the fur-
nishing of such services.

(b) ELIGIBLE PROVIDERS.—A provider of child 
care services or youth program services is eligi-
ble for financial assistance under this section if 
the provider—

(1) is licensed to provide those services under 
applicable State and local law; 

(2) has previously provided such services for 
members of the armed forces or employees of 
the United States; and 

(3) either—
(A) is a family home day care provider; or 
(B) is a provider of family child care serv-

ices that—
(i) otherwise provides federally funded or 

sponsored child development services; 
(ii) provides the services in a child devel-

opment center owned and operated by a 
private, not-for-profit organization; 

(iii) provides before-school or after-
school child care program in a public 
school facility; 

(iv) conducts an otherwise federally 
funded or federally sponsored school age 
child care or youth services program; 

(v) conducts a school age child care or 
youth services program that is owned and 
operated by a not-for-profit organization; 
or 

(vi) is a provider of another category of 
child care services or youth services deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense as ap-
propriate for meeting the needs of mem-
bers of the armed forces or employees of 
the Department of Defense.

(c) FUNDING.—To provide financial assistance 
under this subsection, the Secretary of Defense 
may use any funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for operation and maintenance. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title V, 
§ 584(a)(1)(B), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 634; amended 
Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title X, § 1041(a)(6), Dec. 
2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2645; Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title 
VI, § 624, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1428.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1798 was renumbered section 1800 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–92 inserted ‘‘, survivors 
of members of the armed forces who die in combat-re-
lated incidents in the line of duty,’’ after ‘‘armed 
forces’’ in introductory provisions. 

2002—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–314 struck out heading 
and text of subsec. (d). Text read as follows: 
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