
Page 242TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES§ 166b 

Subsec. (e)(1)(C). Pub. L. 117–81, § 1002(3), substituted 
‘‘$10,000,000’’ for ‘‘$5,000,000’’. 

2016—Subsec. (e)(1)(A). Pub. L. 114–328 substituted 
‘‘$250,000’’ for ‘‘the investment unit cost threshold in ef-
fect under section 2245a of this title’’. 

2009—Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 111–84, § 904(b), inserted 
‘‘in coordination with the relevant chief of mission to 
the extent practicable,’’ after ‘‘assistance,’’. 

Subsec. (e)(1)(A). Pub. L. 111–84, § 904(a), substituted 
‘‘$20,000,000’’ for ‘‘$10,000,000’’ and ‘‘the investment unit 
cost threshold in effect under section 2245a of this 
title’’ for ‘‘$15,000’’. 

2006—Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 109–364, § 902(a), sub-
stituted ‘‘civic assistance, to include urgent and unan-
ticipated humanitarian relief and reconstruction as-
sistance’’ for ‘‘civil assistance’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 109–364, § 902(b), added par. (3). 
2003—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–136, § 902(a)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘COMBATANT COMMANDER INITIATIVE FUND’’ for 
‘‘CINC INITIATIVE FUND’’ in heading and ‘‘Combatant 
Commander Initiative Fund’’ for ‘‘CINC Initiative 
Fund’’ in first sentence. 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 108–136, § 902(b), added par. (10). 
Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 108–136, § 902(a)(2)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘Combatant Commander Initiative Fund’’ for 
‘‘CINC Initiative Fund’’. 

Subsec. (e)(1)(A). Pub. L. 108–136, § 902(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘$10,000,000’’ for ‘‘$7,000,000’’. 

Subsec. (e)(1)(B). Pub. L. 108–136, § 902(c)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘$10,000,000’’ for ‘‘$1,000,000’’. 

Subsec. (e)(1)(C). Pub. L. 108–136, § 902(c)(3), sub-
stituted ‘‘$5,000,000’’ for ‘‘$2,000,000’’. 

1997—Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 105–85 added par. (9). 
1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–35, § 201(a)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff may 
provide funds to the commander of a combatant com-
mand, upon the request of the commander, or, with re-
spect to a geographic area or areas not within the area 
of responsibility of a commander of a combatant com-
mand, to an officer designated by the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff for such purpose’’ for ‘‘the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff may provide funds to 
the commander of a combatant command, upon the re-
quest of the commander, or to the Director of the Joint 
Staff with respect to an area or areas not within the 
area of responsibility of a commander of a combatant 
command.’’

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 103–35, § 201(a)(2), struck out 
second of two identical parenthetical phrases at end of 
par. (7) which read as follows: ‘‘(including transpor-
tation, translation, and administrative expenses)’’. 

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–484, § 934(a), which di-
rected substitution of ‘‘funds to the commander of a 
combatant command, upon the request of the com-
mander, or, with respect to a geographic area or areas 
not within the area of responsibility of a commander of 
a combatant command, to an officer designated by the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for such pur-
pose.’’ for ‘‘funds, upon request,’’ and all that follows 
through the period, could not be executed because the 
words did not appear subsequent to the amendment by 
Pub. L. 102–396, § 9128(a). See below. 

Pub. L. 102–396, § 9128(a), substituted ‘‘funds to the 
commander of a combatant command, upon the request 
of the commander, or to the Director of the Joint Staff 
with respect to an area or areas not within the area of 
responsibility of a commander of a combatant com-
mand.’’ for ‘‘funds, upon request, to the commanders of 
the combatant commands.’’

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 102–396, § 9128(b), and Pub. L. 
102–484, § 934(b), both inserted before period at end ‘‘(in-
cluding transportation, translation, and administrative 
expenses)’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–484, § 934(c), amended subsec. 
(c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read as 
follows: ‘‘The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in 
considering requests for funds in the CINC Initiative 
Fund, should give priority consideration to requests for 
funds to be used for activities that would enhance the 
war fighting capability, readiness, and sustainability of 

the forces assigned to the commander requesting the 
funds (c) PRIORITY.—The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, in considering requests for funds in the CINC 
Initiative Fund or the provision of funds to the Direc-
tor of the Joint Staff under subsection (a), should give 
priority consideration to—

‘‘(1) requests for funds to be used for activities that 
would enhance the war fighting capability, readiness, 
and sustainability of the forces assigned to the com-
mander requesting the funds; and 

‘‘(2) the provision of funds to be used for activities 
with respect to an area or areas not within the area 
of responsibility of a commander of a combatant 
command that would reduce the threat to, or other-
wise increase, the national security of the United 
States..[sic]’’
Pub. L. 102–396, § 9128(c), inserted before period at end 

‘‘(c) PRIORITY.—The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, in considering requests for funds in the CINC Ini-
tiative Fund or the provision of funds to the Director 
of the Joint Staff under subsection (a), should give pri-
ority consideration to—

‘‘(1) requests for funds to be used for activities that 
would enhance the war fighting capability, readiness, 
and sustainability of the forces assigned to the com-
mander requesting the funds; and 

‘‘(2) the provision of funds to be used for activities 
with respect to an area or areas not within the area 
of responsibility of a commander of a combatant 
command that would reduce the threat to, or other-
wise increase, the national security of the United 
States.’’
Subsec. (e)(1)(C). Pub. L. 102–484, § 934(d), amended 

subpar. (C) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (C) 
read as follows: ‘‘not more than $5,000,000 may be used 
to provide military education and training (including 
transportation, translation, and administrative ex-
penses) to military and related civilian personnel of 
foreign countries as authorized by subsection (b)(7).’’

Pub. L. 102–396, § 9128(d), amended subpar. (C) gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (C) read as follows: 
‘‘not more than $500,000 may be used to provide mili-
tary education and training to military and related ci-
vilian personnel of foreign countries as authorized by 
subsection (b)(7).’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

REDESIGNATION OF CINC INITIATIVE FUND 

Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 902(a)(1), (3), Nov. 24, 
2003, 117 Stat. 1558, provided that: 

‘‘(1) The CINC Initiative Fund administered under 
section 166a of title 10, United States Code, is redesig-
nated as the ‘Combatant Commander Initiative Fund’. 

‘‘(3) Any reference to the CINC Initiative Fund in any 
other provision of law or in any regulation, document, 
record, or other paper of the United States shall be con-
sidered to be a reference to the Combatant Commander 
Initiative Fund.’’

§ 166b. Combatant commands: funding for com-
bating terrorism readiness initiatives 

(a) COMBATING TERRORISM READINESS INITIA-
TIVES FUND.—From funds made available in any 
fiscal year for the budget account in the Depart-
ment of Defense known as the ‘‘Combating Ter-
rorism Readiness Initiatives Fund’’, the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff may provide 
funds to the commander of a combatant com-
mand, upon the request of the commander, or, 
with respect to a geographic area or areas not 
within the area of responsibility of a com-
mander of a combatant command, to an officer 
designated by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff for such purpose. The Chairman may 
provide such funds for initiating any activity 
named in subsection (b) and for maintaining and 
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sustaining the activity for the fiscal year in 
which initiated and one additional fiscal year. 

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—Activities for 
which funds may be provided under subsection 
(a) are the following: 

(1) Procurement and maintenance of phys-
ical security equipment. 

(2) Improvement of physical security sites. 
(3) Under extraordinary circumstances—

(A) physical security management plan-
ning; 

(B) procurement and support of security 
forces and security technicians; 

(C) security reviews and investigations and 
vulnerability assessments; and 

(D) any other activity relating to physical 
security.

(c) PRIORITY.—The Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, in considering requests for funds 
in the Combating Terrorism Readiness Initia-
tives Fund, should give priority consideration to 
emergency or emergent unforeseen high-priority 
requirements for combating terrorism. 

(d) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FUNDING.—Any 
amount provided by the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff for a fiscal year out of the Com-
bating Terrorism Readiness Initiatives Fund for 
an activity referred to in subsection (b) shall be 
in addition to amounts otherwise available for 
that activity for that fiscal year. 

(e) LIMITATION.—Funds may not be provided 
under this section for any activity that has been 
denied authorization by Congress. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title XV, § 1512(a), 
Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1272.) 

§ 167. Unified combatant command for special 
operations forces 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—With the advice and as-
sistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the President, through the Secretary of 
Defense, shall establish under section 161 of this 
title a unified combatant command for special 
operations forces (hereinafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘special operations command’’). 
The principal function of the command is to pre-
pare special operations forces to carry out as-
signed missions. 

(b) ASSIGNMENT OF FORCES.—Unless otherwise 
directed by the Secretary of Defense, all active 
and reserve special operations forces of the 
armed forces stationed in the United States 
shall be assigned to the special operations com-
mand. 

(c) GRADE OF COMMANDER.—The commander of 
the special operations command shall hold the 
grade of general or, in the case of an officer of 
the Navy, admiral while serving in that posi-
tion, without vacating his permanent grade. The 
commander of such command shall be appointed 
to that grade by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, for service in 
that position. 

(d) COMMAND OF ACTIVITY OR MISSION.—(1) Un-
less otherwise directed by the President or the 
Secretary of Defense, a special operations activ-
ity or mission shall be conducted under the com-
mand of the commander of the unified combat-
ant command in whose geographic area the ac-
tivity or mission is to be conducted. 

(2) The commander of the special operations 
command shall exercise command of a selected 
special operations mission if directed to do so by 
the President or the Secretary of Defense. 

(e) AUTHORITY OF COMBATANT COMMANDER.—(1) 
In addition to the authority prescribed in sec-
tion 164(c) of this title, the commander of the 
special operations command shall be responsible 
for, and shall have the authority to conduct, all 
affairs of such command relating to special op-
erations activities. 

(2) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Special Operations and Low Intensity Conflict, 
the commander of such command shall be re-
sponsible for, and shall have the authority to 
conduct, the following functions relating to spe-
cial operations activities (whether or not relat-
ing to the special operations command): 

(A) Developing strategy, doctrine, and tac-
tics. 

(B) Preparing and submitting to the Sec-
retary of Defense program recommendations 
and budget proposals for special operations 
forces and for other forces assigned to the spe-
cial operations command. 

(C) Exercising authority, direction, and con-
trol over the expenditure of funds—

(i) for forces assigned to the special oper-
ations command; and 

(ii) for special operations forces assigned 
to unified combatant commands other than 
the special operations command, with re-
spect to all matters covered by paragraph (4) 
and, with respect to a matter not covered by 
paragraph (4), to the extent directed by the 
Secretary of Defense.

(D) Training assigned forces. 
(E) Conducting specialized courses of in-

struction for commissioned and noncommis-
sioned officers. 

(F) Validating requirements. 
(G) Establishing priorities for requirements. 
(H) Ensuring the interoperability of equip-

ment and forces. 
(I) Formulating and submitting require-

ments for intelligence support. 
(J) Monitoring the promotions of special op-

erations forces and coordinating with the mili-
tary departments regarding the assignment, 
retention, training, professional military edu-
cation, and special and incentive pays of spe-
cial operations forces.

(3) The commander of the special operations 
command shall be responsible for—

(A) ensuring the combat readiness of forces 
assigned to the special operations command; 
and 

(B) monitoring the preparedness to carry out 
assigned missions of special operations forces 
assigned to unified combatant commands 
other than the special operations command.

(4)(A) The commander of the special oper-
ations command shall be responsible for, and 
shall have the authority to conduct, the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Development and acquisition of special 
operations-peculiar equipment. 

(ii) Acquisition of special operations-pecu-
liar material, supplies, and services.
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