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SEC. 4. Funds to cover the costs of cash awards to
members of the armed forces shall be transferred from
the account of any executive department or agency
which recommends the award to the appropriate ac-
count of the Department of Homeland Security or the
Department of Defense, as the case may be. When sev-
eral executive departments or agencies benefit from
the adoption or use of the suggestion, invention, or sci-
entific achievement, the amount transferred from each
such benefiting department or agency to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security or the Department of De-
fense to cover the proportionate share of the cost of the
cash award shall be determined under procedures pre-
scribed by the Office of Personnel Management in ac-
cordance with the same guidelines and standards apply-
ing to awards to civilian employees.

§1124a. Cyber operations-peculiar awards

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense and
the Secretaries of the military departments may
authorize the payment of a cash award to, and
incur necessary expense for the honorary rec-
ognition of, a member of the covered armed
forces whose novel actions, invention, or tech-
nical achievement enables or ensures oper-
ational outcomes in or through cyberspace
against threats to national security.

(b) ACTIONS DURING SERVICE.—An award under
this section may be paid notwithstanding the
member’s death, separation, or retirement from
the covered armed forces. However, the novel ac-
tion, invention, or technical achievement form-
ing the basis for the award must have been made
while the member was on active duty or in an
active reserve status and not otherwise eligible
for an award under chapter 45 of title 5.

(c) PAYMENT.—Awards to, and expenses for the
honorary recognition of, members of the covered
armed forces under this section may be paid
from—

(1) the funds or appropriations available to
the activity primarily benefiting from the
novel action, invention, or technical achieve-
ment; or

(2) the several funds or appropriations of the
various activities benefiting from the novel
action, invention, or technical achievement.

(d) AMoUNTS.—The total amount of the award,
or awards, made under this section for a novel
action, invention, or technical achievement may
not exceed $2,500, regardless of the number of
persons who may be entitled to share therein.

(e) REGULATIONS.—Awards under this section
shall be made under regulations to be prescribed
by the Secretary of Defense or by the Secre-
taries of the military departments.

(f) COVERED ARMED FORCES DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered armed forces’ means
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and
Space Force.

(Added Pub. L. 117-263, div. A, title XV, §1531,
Dec. 23, 2022, 136 Stat. 2900.)

§1125. Recognition for accomplishments: award
of trophies

The Secretary of Defense may—

(1) award medals, trophies, badges, and simi-
lar devices to members, units, or agencies of
an armed force under his jurisdiction for ex-
cellence in accomplishments or competitions
related to that armed force; and
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(2) provide badges or buttons in recognition
of special service, good conduct, and discharge
under conditions other than dishonorable.

(Added Pub. L. 89-529, §1(1), Aug. 11, 1966, 80
Stat. 339.)

Executive Documents

EX. ORD. NO. 11545. DEFENSE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
MEDAL

Ex. Ord. 11545, July 9, 1970, 35 F.R. 11161, as amended
by Ex. Ord. No. 14085, §6, Oct. 3, 2022, 87 F.R. 60543, pro-
vided:

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President
of the United States and as Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forces of the United States, it is ordered as fol-
lows:

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a Defense Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, with accompanying ribbons
and appurtenances, for award by the Secretary of De-
fense to a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States who performed exceptionally meritorious serv-
ice in a duty of great responsibility with the Office of
the Secretary of Defense, the Organization of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, a specified or unified command, a De-
fense agency, or such other joint activity as may be
designated by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 2. The Defense Distinguished Service Medal and
appurtenances thereto shall be of appropriate design
approved by the Secretary of Defense and shall be
awarded under such regulations as the Secretary shall
prescribe. These regulations shall place the Defense
Distinguished Service Medal in an order of precedence
after the Medals of Honor and the Distinguished Serv-
ice Crosses of the Armed Forces and before the Distin-
guished Service Medals of the Armed Forces.

SEC. 3. No more than one Defense Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal shall be awarded to any one person, but for
each succeeding exceptionally meritorious period of
service justifying such an award, a suitable device may
be awarded to be worn with that Medal as prescribed by
appropriate regulations of the Department of Defense.

SEC. 4. The Defense Distinguished Service Medal or
device may be awarded posthumously and, when so
awarded, may be presented to such representative of
the deceased as may be deemed appropriate by the Sec-
retary of Defense.

§ 1126. Gold star lapel button: eligibility and dis-
tribution

(a) A lapel button, to be known as the gold
star lapel button, shall be designed, as approved
by the Secretary of Defense, to identify next of
kin of members of the armed forces—

(1) who lost their lives during World War I,
World War II, or during any subsequent period
of armed hostilities in which the United
States was engaged before July 1, 1958;

(2) who lost or lose their lives after June 30,
1958—

(A) while engaged in an action against an
enemy of the United States;

(B) while engaged in military operations
involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force; or

(C) while serving with friendly foreign
forces engaged in an armed conflict in which
the United States is not a belligerent party
against an opposing armed force; or

(3) who lost or lose their lives after March
28, 1973, as a result of—
(A) an international terrorist attack
against the United States or a foreign nation
friendly to the United States, recognized as
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