§1078b
Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title VII, §713(b), Nov. 24, 2003,
117 Stat. 1531, provided that: ‘“The amendments made
by subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply to
members of the uniformed services who are not other-
wise covered by section 1078a of title 10, United States
Code, before the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov.
24, 2003] and who, on or after such date, first meet the
eligibility criteria specified in subsection (b) of that
section.”

§1078b. Provision of food to certain members
and dependents not receiving inpatient care
in military medical treatment facilities

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary may provide food and beverages to an in-
dividual described in paragraph (2) at no cost to
the individual.

(2) An individual described in this paragraph is
the following:

(A) A member or former member of the uni-
formed services or dependent—

(i) who is receiving outpatient medical
care at a military medical treatment facil-
ity; and

(ii) whom the Secretary determines is un-
able to purchase food and beverages while at
such facility by virtue of receiving such
care.

(B) A member or former member of the uni-
formed services or dependent—

(i) who is a family member of an infant re-
ceiving inpatient medical care at a military
medical treatment facility;

(ii) who provides care to the infant while
the infant receives such inpatient medical
care; and

(iii) whom the Secretary determines is un-
able to purchase food and beverages while at
such facility by virtue of providing such care
to the infant.

(C) A member or former member of the uni-
formed services or dependent whom the Sec-
retary determines is under similar cir-
cumstances as a member, former member, or
dependent described in subparagraph (A) or
(B).

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall ensure
that regulations prescribed under this section
are consistent with generally accepted practices
in private medical treatment facilities.

(Added Pub. L. 112-81, div. A, title VII, §704(a),
Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1472; amended Pub. L.
113-291, div. A, title VII, §705, Dec. 19, 2014, 128
Stat. 3413.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2014—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 113-291, §705(1), sub-
stituted ‘A member or former member’” for ‘‘A mem-
ber’”’ wherever appearing.

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 113-291, §705(2), substituted
“member, former member, or dependent’ for ‘‘member
or dependent’’.
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EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 112-81, div. A, title VII, §704(c), Dec. 31, 2011,
125 Stat. 1473, provided that: ‘“The amendments made
by this section [enacting this section] shall take effect
on the date that is 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 31, 2011].”

§1079. Contracts for medical care for spouses
and children: plans

(a) To assure that medical care is available for
dependents, as described in subparagraphs (A),
(D), and (I) of section 1072(2) of this title, of
members of the uniformed services who are on
active duty for a period of more than 30 days,
the Secretary of Defense, after consulting with
the other administering Secretaries, shall con-
tract, under the authority of this section, for
medical care for those persons under such insur-
ance, medical service, or health plans as he con-
siders appropriate. The types of health care au-
thorized under this section shall be the same as
those provided under section 1076 of this title,
except as follows:

(1) With respect to dental care—

(A) except as provided in subparagraph (B),
only that care required as a necessary ad-
junct to medical or surgical treatment may
be provided; and

(B) in connection with dental treatment
for patients with developmental, mental, or
physical disabilities or for pediatric patients
age b or under, only institutional and anes-
thesia services may be provided.

(2) Consistent with such regulations as the
Secretary of Defense may prescribe regarding
the content of health promotion and disease
prevention visits, the schedule and method of
cervical cancer screenings and breast cancer
screenings, the schedule and method of colon
and prostate cancer screenings, and the types
and schedule of immunizations—

(A) for dependents under six years of age,
both health promotion and disease preven-
tion visits and immunizations may be pro-
vided; and

(B) for dependents six years of age or
older, health promotion and disease preven-
tion visits may be provided in connection
with immunizations or with diagnostic or
preventive cervical and breast cancer
screenings or colon and prostate cancer
screenings.

(3) Not more than one eye examination may
be provided to a patient in any calendar year.

(4) Under joint regulations to be prescribed
by the administering Secretaries, the services
of Christian Science practitioners and nurses
and services obtained in Christian Science
sanatoriums may be provided.

(5) Durable equipment provided under this
section may be provided on a rental basis.

(6) Services in connection with non-
emergency inpatient hospital care may not be
provided if such services are available at a fa-
cility of the uniformed services located within
a 40-mile radius of the residence of the pa-
tient, except that those services may be pro-
vided in any case in which another insurance
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