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EFFECT OF REPEAL OF SECTION 73 OF ACT JAN. 12, 1895

This section and section 112 of this title as not af-

fected by the repeal of section 73 of act Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, 28 Stat. 615, which related to the same subject mat-

ter, see section 56(i) of act Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 655, 65 Stat. 

729. 

WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DOCUMENTS 

Copies of United States Treaties and Other Inter-

national Agreements not available to Senators or Rep-

resentatives unless specifically requested by them, in 

writing, see Pub. L. 94–59, title VIII, § 801, July 25, 1975, 

89 Stat. 296, set out as a note under section 1317 of Title 

44, Public Printing and Documents. 

§ 112b. United States international agreements 
and non-binding instruments; transparency 
provisions 

(a)(1) Not less frequently than once each 

month, the Secretary shall provide in writing to 

the Majority Leader of the Senate, the Minority 

Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House 

of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the 

House of Representatives, and the appropriate 

congressional committees the following: 
(A)(i) A list of all international agreements 

and qualifying non-binding instruments 

signed, concluded, or otherwise finalized dur-

ing the prior month. 
(ii) The text of all international agreements 

and qualifying non-binding instruments de-

scribed in clause (i). 
(iii) A detailed description of the legal au-

thority that, in the view of the Secretary, pro-

vides authorization for each international 

agreement and that, in the view of the appro-

priate department or agency, provides author-

ization for each qualifying non-binding instru-

ment provided under clause (ii) to become op-

erative. If multiple authorities are relied upon 

in relation to an international agreement, the 

Secretary shall cite all such authorities, and if 

multiple authorities are relied upon in rela-

tion to a qualifying non-binding instrument, 

the appropriate department or agency shall 

cite all such authorities. All citations to the 

Constitution of the United States, a treaty, or 

a statute shall include the specific article or 

section and subsection reference whenever 

available and, if not available, shall be as spe-

cific as possible. If the authority relied upon is 

or includes article II of the Constitution of the 

United States, the Secretary or appropriate 

department or agency shall explain the basis 

for that reliance. 
(B)(i) A list of all international agreements 

that entered into force and qualifying non-

binding instruments that became operative for 

the United States or an agency of the United 

States during the prior month. 
(ii) The text of all international agreements 

and qualifying non-binding instruments de-

scribed in clause (i) if such text differs from 

the text of the agreement or instrument pre-

viously provided pursuant to subparagraph 

(A)(ii). 
(iii) A statement describing any new or 

amended statutory or regulatory authority 

anticipated to be required to fully implement 

each proposed international agreement and 

qualifying non-binding instrument included in 

the list described in clause (i).

(2) The information and text required by para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(b)(1) Not later than 120 days after the date on 
which an international agreement enters into 
force, the Secretary shall make the text of the 
agreement, and the information described in 
subparagraphs (A)(iii) and (B)(iii) of subsection 
(a)(1) relating to the agreement, available to the 
public on the website of the Department of 
State. 

(2) Not less frequently than once every 120 
days, the Secretary shall make the text of each 
qualifying non-binding instrument that became 
operative during the preceding 120 days, and the 
information described in subparagraphs (A)(iii) 
and (B)(iii) of subsection (a)(1) relating to each 
such instrument, available to the public on the 
website of the Department of State. 

(3) The requirements under paragraphs (1) and 
(2) shall not apply to the following categories of 
international agreements or qualifying non-
binding instruments, or to information de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A)(iii) and (B)(iii) of 
subsection (a)(1) relating to such agreements or 
qualifying non-binding instruments: 

(A) International agreements and qualifying 
non-binding instruments that contain infor-
mation that has been given a national security 
classification pursuant to Executive Order 
13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classified 
national security information) or any prede-
cessor or successor order, or that contain any 
information that is otherwise exempt from 
public disclosure pursuant to United States 
law. 

(B) International agreements and qualifying 
non-binding instruments that address military 
operations, military exercises, acquisition and 
cross servicing, logistics support, military per-
sonnel exchange or education programs, or the 
provision of health care to military personnel 

on a reciprocal basis. 
(C) International agreements and qualifying 

non-binding instruments that establish the 

terms of grant or other similar assistance, in-

cluding in-kind assistance, financed with for-

eign assistance funds pursuant to the Foreign 

Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) or 

the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1691 et seq.). 
(D) International agreements and qualifying 

non-binding instruments, such as project an-

nexes and other similar instruments, for 

which the principal function is to establish 

technical details for the implementation of a 

specific project undertaken pursuant to an-

other agreement or qualifying non-binding in-

strument that has been published in accord-

ance with paragraph (1) or (2). 
(E) International agreements and qualifying 

non-binding instruments that have been sepa-

rately published by a depositary or other simi-

lar administrative body, except that the Sec-

retary shall make the information described 

in subparagraphs (A)(iii) and (B)(iii) of sub-

section (a)(1), relating to such agreements or 

qualifying non-binding instruments, available 

to the public on the website of the Department 

of State within the timeframes required by 

paragraph (1) or (2).

(c) For any international agreement or quali-

fying non-binding instrument for which an im-
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plementing agreement or arrangement, or any 

document of similar purpose or function to the 

aforementioned regardless of the title of the 

document, is not otherwise required to be sub-

mitted to the Majority Leader of the Senate, the 

Minority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives, the Minority 

Leader of the House of Representatives, and the 

appropriate congressional committees under 

subparagraphs (A)(ii) or (B)(ii) of subsection 

(a)(1), not later than 30 days after the date on 

which the Secretary receives a written commu-

nication from the Chair or Ranking Member of 

either of the appropriate congressional commit-

tees requesting the text of any such imple-

menting agreements or arrangements, whether 

binding or non-binding, the Secretary shall sub-

mit such implementing agreements or arrange-

ments to the Majority Leader of the Senate, the 

Minority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives, the Minority 

Leader of the House of Representatives, and the 

appropriate congressional committees. 
(d) Any department or agency of the United 

States Government that enters into any inter-

national agreement or qualifying non-binding 

instrument on behalf of itself or the United 

States shall—
(1) provide to the Secretary the text of each 

international agreement not later than 15 days 

after the date on which such agreement is 

signed or otherwise concluded; 
(2) provide to the Secretary the text of each 

qualifying non-binding instrument not later 

than 15 days after the date on which such in-

strument is concluded or otherwise becomes 

finalized; 
(3) provide to the Secretary a detailed de-

scription of the legal authority that provides 

authorization for each qualifying non-binding 

instrument to become operative not later than 

15 days after such instrument is signed or oth-

erwise becomes finalized; and 
(4) on an ongoing basis, provide any imple-

menting material to the Secretary for trans-

mittal to the Majority Leader of the Senate, 

the Minority Leader of the Senate, the Speak-

er of the House of Representatives, the Minor-

ity Leader of the House of Representatives, 

and the appropriate congressional committees 

as needed to satisfy the requirements de-

scribed in subsection (c).

(e)(1) Each department or agency of the United 

States Government that enters into any inter-

national agreement or qualifying non-binding 

instrument on behalf of itself or the United 

States shall designate a Chief International 

Agreements Officer, who shall—
(A) be selected from among employees of 

such department or agency; 
(B) serve concurrently as the Chief Inter-

national Agreements Officer; and 
(C) subject to the authority of the head of 

such department or agency, have department- 

or agency-wide responsibility for efficient and 

appropriate compliance with this section.

(2) There shall be a Chief International Agree-

ments Officer who serves at the Department of 

State with the title of International Agreements 

Compliance Officer. 

(f) The substance of oral international agree-

ments shall be reduced to writing for the pur-

pose of meeting the requirements of subsections 

(a) and (b). 
(g) Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, an international agreement may not be 

signed or otherwise concluded on behalf of the 

United States without prior consultation with 

the Secretary. Such consultation may encom-

pass a class of agreements rather than a par-

ticular agreement. 
(h)(1) Not later than 3 years after the date of 

the enactment of this section, and not less fre-

quently than once every 3 years thereafter dur-

ing the 9-year period beginning on the date of 

the enactment of this section, the Comptroller 

General of the United States shall conduct an 

audit of the compliance of the Secretary with 

the requirements of this section. 
(2) In any instance in which a failure by the 

Secretary to comply with such requirements is 

determined by the Comptroller General to have 

been due to the failure or refusal of another 

agency to provide information or material to 

the Department of State, or the failure to do so 

in a timely manner, the Comptroller General 

shall engage such other agency to determine—
(A) the cause and scope of such failure or re-

fusal; 
(B) the specific office or offices responsible 

for such failure or refusal; and 
(C) recommendations for measures to ensure 

compliance with statutory requirements.

(3) The Comptroller General shall submit to 

the Majority Leader of the Senate, the Minority 

Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House 

of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the 

House of Representatives, and the appropriate 

congressional committees in writing the results 

of each audit required by paragraph (1). 
(4) The Comptroller General and the Secretary 

shall make the results of each audit required by 

paragraph (1) publicly available on the websites 

of the Government Accountability Office and 

the Department of State, respectively. 
(i) The President shall, through the Secretary, 

promulgate such rules and regulations as may 

be necessary to carry out this section. 
(j) It is the sense of Congress that the execu-

tive branch should not prescribe or otherwise 

commit to or include specific legislative text in 

a treaty, executive agreement, or non-binding 

instrument unless Congress has authorized such 

action. 
(k) In this section: 

(1) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 

committees’’ means—
(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 

the Senate; and 
(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 

the House of Representatives.

(2) The term ‘‘appropriate department or 

agency’’ means the department or agency of 

the United States Government that negotiates 

and enters into a qualifying non-binding in-

strument on behalf of itself or the United 

States. 
(3) The term ‘‘intelligence community’’ has 

the meaning given that term in section 3(4) of 

the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 

3003(4)). 
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(4) The term ‘‘international agreement’’ in-

cludes—
(A) any treaty that requires the advice and 

consent of the Senate, pursuant to article II 

of the Constitution of the United States; and 
(B) any other international agreement to 

which the United States is a party and that 

is not subject to the advice and consent of 

the Senate.

(5) The term ‘‘qualifying non-binding instru-

ment’’—
(A) except as provided in subparagraph (B), 

means a non-binding instrument that—
(i) is or will be under negotiation, is 

signed or otherwise becomes operative, or 

is implemented with one or more foreign 

governments, international organizations, 

or foreign entities, including non-state ac-

tors; and 
(ii)(I) could reasonably be expected to 

have a significant impact on the foreign 

policy of the United States; or 
(II) is the subject of a written commu-

nication from the Chair or Ranking Mem-

ber of either of the appropriate congres-

sional committees to the Secretary; and

(B) does not include any non-binding in-

strument that is signed or otherwise be-

comes operative or is implemented pursuant 

to the authorities relied upon by the Depart-

ment of Defense, the Armed Forces of the 

United States, or any element of the intel-

ligence community.

(6) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of State. 
(7)(A) The term ‘‘text’’ with respect to an 

international agreement or qualifying non-

binding instrument includes—
(i) any annex, appendix, codicil, side agree-

ment, side letter, or any document of simi-

lar purpose or function to the aforemen-

tioned, regardless of the title of the docu-

ment, that is entered into contempora-

neously and in conjunction with the inter-

national agreement or qualifying non-bind-

ing instrument; and 
(ii) any implementing agreement or ar-

rangement, or any document of similar pur-

pose or function to the aforementioned re-

gardless of the title of the document, that is 

entered into contemporaneously and in con-

junction with the international agreement 

or qualifying non-binding instrument.

(B) As used in subparagraph (A), the term 

‘‘contemporaneously and in conjunction 

with’’—
(i) shall be construed liberally; and 
(ii) may not be interpreted to require any 

action to have occurred simultaneously or 

on the same day.

(l) Nothing in this section may be construed—
(1) to authorize the withholding from disclo-

sure to the public of any record if such disclo-

sure is required by law; or 
(2) to require the provision of any imple-

menting agreement or arrangement, or any 

document of similar purpose or function re-

gardless of its title, which was entered into by 

the Department of Defense, the Armed Forces 

of the United States, or any element of the in-

telligence community or any implementing 

material originating with the aforementioned 

agencies, if such implementing agreement, ar-

rangement, document, or material was not re-

quired to be provided to the Majority Leader 

of the Senate, the Minority Leader of the Sen-

ate, the Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives, the Minority Leader of the House of 

Representatives, or the appropriate congres-

sional committees prior to the date of the en-

actment of the James M. Inhofe National De-

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023. 

(Added Pub. L. 92–403, § 1, Aug. 22, 1972, 86 Stat. 

619; amended Pub. L. 95–45, § 5, June 15, 1977, 91 

Stat. 224; Pub. L. 95–426, title VII, § 708, Oct. 7, 

1978, 92 Stat. 993; Pub. L. 103–437, § 1, Nov. 2, 1994, 

108 Stat. 4581; Pub. L. 108–458, title VII, 

§ 7121(b)–(d), Dec. 17, 2004, 118 Stat. 3807, 3808; 

Pub. L. 116–260, div. FF, title XVII, § 1708(b), Dec. 

27, 2020, 134 Stat. 3298; Pub. L. 117–263, div. E, 

title LIX, § 5947(a)(1), Dec. 23, 2022, 136 Stat. 

3476.) 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order 13526, referred to in subsec. (b)(3)(A), 

is Ex. Ord. No. 13526, Dec. 29, 2009, 75 F.R. 707, 1013, 

which is set out as a note under section 3161 of Title 50, 

War and National Defense. 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, referred to in sub-

sec. (b)(3)(C), is Pub. L. 87–195, Sept. 4, 1961, 75 Stat. 424, 

which is classified principally to chapter 32 (§ 2151 et 

seq.) of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 2151 of Title 22 

and Tables. 

The Food for Peace Act, referred to in subsec. 

(b)(3)(C), is act July 10, 1954, ch. 469, 68 Stat. 454, which 

is classified principally to chapter 41 (§ 1691 et seq.) of 

Title 7, Agriculture. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-

tion 1691 of Title 7 and Tables. 

The date of the enactment of this section, and the 

date of the enactment of the James M. Inhofe National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023, referred 

to in subsecs. (h)(1) and (l)(2), are the date of enactment 

of Pub. L. 117–263, which was approved Dec. 23, 2022. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Pub. L. 117–263 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section related to requirements for 

transmitting the text of United States international 

agreements and various reports to Congress. 

2020—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 116–260 added subsec. (g). 

2004—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–458, § 7121(b), substituted 

‘‘Committee on International Relations’’ for ‘‘Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–458, § 7121(c), added subsec. (d). 

Former subsec. (d) redesignated (e). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–458, § 7121(d), designated exist-

ing provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Subject to para-

graph (2), the Secretary of State’’ for ‘‘The Secretary of 

State’’, and added par. (2). 

Pub. L. 108–458, § 7121(c)(1), redesignated subsec. (d) as 

(e). Former subsec. (e) redesignated (f). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 108–458, § 7121(c)(1), redesignated 

subsec. (e) as (f). 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs’’ for ‘‘Committee on Inter-

national Relations’’. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–426 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), inserted ‘‘(including the text of any oral 

international agreement, which agreement shall be re-

duced to writing)’’, and added subsecs. (b) to (e). 
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1977—Pub. L. 95–45 substituted ‘‘Committee on Inter-

national Relations of the House of Representatives’’ for 

‘‘Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-

resentatives’’ and inserted requirement that any de-

partment or agency of the United States Government 

which enters into any international agreement on be-

half of the United States transmit to the Department 

of State the text of such agreement not later than 

twenty days after the agreement has been signed.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on International Relations of House of 

Representatives changed to Committee on Foreign Af-

fairs of House of Representatives by House Resolution 

No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–263 effective 270 days after 

Dec. 23, 2022, see section 5947(c) of Pub. L. 117–263, set 

out as a note under section 112a of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

This section is popularly known as the Case-Zablocki 

Act. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. E, title LIX, § 5947(a)(5), Dec. 23, 

2022, 136 Stat. 3482, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 

23, 2022], the President, through the Secretary of State, 

shall promulgate such rules and regulations as may be 

necessary to carry out section 112b of title 1, United 

States Code, as amended by paragraph (1).’’

MECHANISM FOR REPORTING 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. E, title LIX, § 5947(a)(4), Dec. 23, 

2022, 136 Stat. 3481, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 270 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 

23, 2022], the Secretary of State shall establish a mech-

anism for personnel of the Department of State who be-

come aware or who have reason to believe that the re-

quirements under section 112b of title 1, United States 

Code, as amended by paragraph (1), have not been ful-

filled with respect to an international agreement or 

qualifying non-binding instrument (as such terms are 

defined in such section) to report such instances to the 

Secretary.’’

CONSULTATION AND BRIEFING REQUIREMENT 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. E, title LIX, § 5947(a)(6), Dec. 23, 

2022, 136 Stat. 3482, provided that: 

‘‘(A) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of State shall 

consult with the Committee on Foreign Relations of 

the Senate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 

the House of Representatives on matters related to the 

implementation of this section [amending this section, 

section 112a of this title, and section 195c of Title 6, Do-

mestic Security, and enacting provisions set out as 

notes under this section and section 112a of this title] 

and the amendments made by this section before and 

after the effective date described in subsection (c) [see 

Effective Date of 2022 Amendment note set out under 

section 112a of this title]. 

‘‘(B) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after the date 

of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 2022], and once 

every 90 days thereafter for 1 year, the Secretary shall 

brief the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-

ate, the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate, 

the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-

resentatives, and the Committee on Appropriations of 

the House of Representatives regarding the status of ef-

forts to implement this section and the amendments 

made by this section.’’

ENFORCEMENT 

Pub. L. 100–204, title I, § 139, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 

1347, as amended by Pub. L. 108–458, title VII, § 7121(e), 

Dec. 17, 2004, 118 Stat. 3808, restricted the use of funds 

during fiscal years 2005, 2006, and 2007 to implement 

international agreements whose text was not trans-

mitted to Congress within 60 days pursuant to former 

section 112b. 

§ 113. ‘‘Little and Brown’s’’ edition of laws and 
treaties; slip laws; Treaties and Other Inter-
national Acts Series; admissibility in evi-
dence 

The edition of the laws and treaties of the 

United States, published by Little and Brown, 

and the publications in slip or pamphlet form of 

the laws of the United States issued under the 

authority of the Archivist of the United States, 

and the Treaties and Other International Acts 

Series issued under the authority of the Sec-

retary of State shall be competent evidence of 

the several public and private Acts of Congress, 

and of the treaties, international agreements 

other than treaties, and proclamations by the 

President of such treaties and international 

agreements other than treaties, as the case may 

be, therein contained, in all the courts of law 

and equity and of maritime jurisdiction, and in 

all the tribunals and public offices of the United 

States, and of the several States, without any 

further proof or authentication thereof. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 636; Pub. L. 89–497, 

§ 1, July 8, 1966, 80 Stat. 271; Pub. L. 98–497, title 

I, § 107(d), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2291.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–497 substituted ‘‘Archivist of the 

United States’’ for ‘‘Administrator of General Serv-

ices’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–497 made slip laws and the Treaties 

and Other International Acts Series competent legal 

evidence of the several acts of Congress and the trea-

ties and other international agreements contained 

therein.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–497 effective Apr. 1, 1985, 

see section 301 of Pub. L. 98–497, set out as a note under 

section 2102 of Title 44, Public Printing and Documents. 

§ 114. Sealing of instruments 

In all cases where a seal is necessary by law to 

any commission, process, or other instrument 

provided for by the laws of Congress, it shall be 

lawful to affix the proper seal by making an im-

pression therewith directly on the paper to 

which such seal is necessary; which shall be as 

valid as if made on wax or other adhesive sub-

stance. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 636.)

CHAPTER 3—CODE OF LAWS OF UNITED 
STATES AND SUPPLEMENTS; DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA CODE AND SUPPLEMENTS 

Sec. 

201. Publication and distribution of Code of Laws 

of United States and Supplements and Dis-

trict of Columbia Code and Supplements. 

(a) Publishing in slip or pamphlet form 

or in Statutes at Large. 
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