TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cu. 62. 1847,

Cuaar. LXII. —dn Act providing for the Building and Egquipment of four

naval Steamships.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to be
built and equipped four first-class sea-going steamships, to be attached
to the navy of the United States, and that one million of dollars be,
and is hereby, appropriated for that purpose, to be paid out of any
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Seec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and immediately
after the passage of this act, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of
the Navy to accept, on the part of the government of the United
States, the proposals of E. K. Collins and his associates, of the city
of New York, submitted to the Postmaster-General, and dated Wash-
ington, March sixth, eighteen hundred and forty-six, for the transpor-
tation of the United States mail between New York and Liverpool,
and to contract with the said E. K. Collins and his associates for the
faithful fulfilment of the stipulations therein contained, and in accord-
ance with the provisions of this act.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the steamships to be em-
ployed by the said E. K. Collins and his associates in the transporta-
tion of the United States mail between New York and Liverpool shall
be constructed under the inspection of a naval constructor in the em-
ploy of the Navy Department, and shall be so constructed as to ren-
der them convertible, at the least possible cost, into war steamers of
the first class; and that each of said steamers shall receive on board
four passed midshipmen of the United States navy, who shall serve as
watch officers, and be suitably accommodated without charge to the
government ; and the said steamers shall also receive on board and
accommodate, without charge to the government, one agent, to be ap-
pointed by the Postmaster-General, who shall have charge of the mails
to be transported in said steamships.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and immediately after
the passage of this act, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the
Navy to contract, on the part of the government of the United States,
with A. G. Sloo, of Cincinnati, for the transportation of the United
States mail from New York to New Orleans, twice a month and back,
touching at Charleston, (if practicable,) Savannah, and Havana ; and
from Havana to Chagres and back, twice a month. The said mail to
be transported in at least five steamships of not less than fifteen hun-
dred tons burden, and propelled by engines of not less than one thou-
sand horse power each, to be constructed under the superintendence
and direction of a naval constructor in the employ of the Navy De-
partment, and to be so constructed as to render them convertible, at
the least possible expense, into war steamers of the first class; and
chat the said steamships shall be commanded by officers of the United
States navy not below the grade of lieutenant, who shall be selected
by the contractor, with the approval and consent of the Secretary of
the Navy, and who shall be suitably accommodated without charge to
the government. Each of said steamers shall receive on board four
passed midshipmen of the United States navy, who shall serve as
wateh officers, and be suitably accommodated without charge to the
government ; and each of the said steamers shall also receive on board
and accommodate, without charge to the government, one agent, to
be appointed by the Postmaster-General, who shall have charge of the
mails to be transported in said steamers ; Provided, The Secretary of
the Navy may, at his discretion, permit a steamer of not less than six
hundred tons burden, and engines in proportion, to be employed in
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the mail service herein provided for between Havana and Chagres:
Provided, further, That the compensation for said serviee shall not
exceed the sum of two hundred and ninety thousand dollars, and that
good and sufficient security be required for the faithful fulfilment of
the stipulations of the contract.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Navy to contract, on behalf of the government of
the United States, for the transportation of the mail from Panama to
such port as he may select in the Territory of Oregon, once a month
each way, so as to conneet with the mail from Havana to Chagres
across the isthmus; said mail to be transported in either steam or
sailing vessels, as shall be deemed most practicable and expedient.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Navy to provide, in the contracts authorized by this
act, that the Navy Department shall at all times exercise control over
said steamships, and at any time have the right to take them for the
exclusive use and service of the United States, and to direct such
changes in their machinery and internal arrangements as the Secre-
tary of the Navy may require; due provision being made in the said
contracts for the mode of ascertaining the proper compensation to the
contractors therefor.

Arprovep, March 3, 1847,

Cuar. LXII. — .An Aot to establish certain Post Routes and for other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following
be established as post roads:

Maine. — From Dixfield, through Peru, to Canton Mills, in the
eounty of Oxford. :

From Newport, through Corinna and Dexter, to Dover, in the
county of Penobscot.

From Standish, through Limington, Sebago, Denmark, and Bridge-
ton, to Sweden.

From Brownsville, in the county of Piscataquis, to Katadhin Iron
Works.

From Monson, by Abbot, Parkman, Dexter, and Newport, to
Detroit, in Maine.

New Hampshire.— From Exeter to the city of Manchester,

From the city of Manchester to Amherst.

From the ecity of Manchester, through Candia, South Deerfield,
Deerfield, Nottingham, Wadley’s Falls, Lamprey River, Stratham,
Greenland, to Portsmouth.

Vermont. — From Bakersfield, via West Enosburgh post-office, and
Enosburgh Falls post-office, to West Berkshire.

From Bridgewater to Ludlow.

I'rom Northumberland, New Hampshire, to Sutton, Vermont.

Rhode Island. — From Providence, Rhode Island, by Valley Falls,
in Smithfield, Diamond Hill, in Cumberland, West Wentham,
Franklin, Medway, and Holliston, to Framingham Depot, in Massa-
chusetts,

From Providence, by Smithville or Clayville, to Killingly, Con-
necticut.

From Washington Village, in the State of Rhode Island, via Ma-
ple Root Meeting-House, Weaver’s Hill, East Coheaghill, in West
Greenwich, to Volentown, in the State of Connecticut.

Connecticut. — From Thomson via the post villages of Fish-
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