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in such law by the specific title theretofore used for that appropriation 
item in the appropriation Act concerned, and thereafter such title is 
changed or is eliminated from such appropriation Act, expenditures 
for such object or purpose thereafter may be made from any corre-
sponding appropriation item.

(c) Except where authority for performance of a function is spe-
cifically repealed in section 301, none of the provisions of such section 
shall be construed as affecting the jurisdiction or responsibility of any 
agency or officer of the Government over any function or organiza-
tional unit referred to in such section.

(d) Existing laws, policies, procedures, and directives pertaining 
to functions covered by this Act, and not inconsistent herewith or 
repealed hereby, shall remain in full force and effect unless and until 
superseded, or except as they may be amended, under the authority of 
this Act or under other appropriate authority.

Approved September 12, 1950.

{CHAPTER 947]
AN ACT

To confer jurisdiction on the courts of the State of New York with respect to civil 
actions between Indians or to which Indians are parties.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled. 
That the courts of the State of New York under the laws of such 
State shall have jurisdiction in civil actions and proceedings between 
Indians or between one or more Indians and any other person or 
persons to the same extent as the courts of the State shall have 
jurisdiction in other civil actions and proceedings, as now or here-
after defined by the laws of such State: Provided, That the govern-
ing body of any recognized tribe of Indians in the State of New 
York shall have the right to declare, by appropriate enactment 
prior to the effective date of this Act, those tribal laws and customs 
which they desire to preserve, which, on certification to the Secretary 
of the Interior by the governing body of such tribe shall be published 
in the Federal Register and thereafter shall govern in all civil cases 
involving reservation Indians when the subject matter of such tribal 
laws and customs is involved or at issue, but nothing herein con-
tained shall be construed to prevent such courts from recognizing and 
giving effect to any tribal law or custom which may be proven to the 
satisfaction of such courts: Provided further, That nothing in this 
Act shall be construed to require any such tribe or the members 
thereof to obtain fish and game licenses from the State of New 
York for the exercise of any hunting and fishing rights provided 
for such Indians under any agreement, treaty, or custom: Provided 
further, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as sub-
jecting the lands within any Indian reservation in the State of 
New York to taxation for State or local purposes, nor as subjecting 
any such lands, or any Federal or State annuity in favor of Indians 
or Indian tribes, to execution on any judgment rendered in the State 
courts, except in the enforcement of a judgment in a suit by one 
tribal member against another in the matter of the use or possession 
of land: And provided further, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed as authorizing the alienation from any Indian nation, 

1 , tribe, or band of Indians of any lands within any Indian reservation 
in the State of New York: Provided further, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed as conferring jurisdiction on the courts 
of the State of New York or making applicable the laws of the State 
of New York in civil actions involving Indian lands or claims with
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Effective date.

respect thereto which relate to transactions or events transpiring 
prior to the effective date of this Act.

Sec . 2. This Act shall take effect two years after the date of its 
passage.

Approved September 13, 1950.
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[CHAPTER 948]
AN ACT

To facilitate compliance with the treaty between the United States of America 
and the United Mexican States signed February 3, 1944.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may 
be cited as the “American-Mexican Treaty Act of 1950”.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CARRYING OUT 
TREATY PROJECTS

Sec . 101. That the Secretary of State, acting through the United 
States Commissioner, International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion, United States and Mexico (herein referred to as the “Commis-
sion”), in connection with any project under the jurisdiction of the 
United States Section, International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion, United States and Mexico, is authorized: (a) to purchase, or 
condemn, lands, or interests in lands, for relocation of highways, 
roadways, railroads, telegraph, telephone, or electric transmission 
lines, or any other properties whatsoever, the relocation of which, 
in the judgment of the said Commissioner, is necessitated by the 
construction or operation and maintenance of any such project, and 
to perform any or all work involved in said relocations on said lands, 
or interests in lands, other lands, or interests in lands, owned and held 
by the United States in connection with the construction or operation 
and maintenance of any such project, or properties not owned by the 
United States; (b) to enter into contracts with the owners of the 
said properties whereby they undertake to acquire any, or all, prop-
erty needed for said relocation, or to perform any, or all, work 
involved in said relocations; and (c) for the purpose of effecting 
completely said relocations, to convey, or exchange Government prop-
erties acquired or improved under clause (a) above, with or without 
improvements, or other properties owned and held by the United 
States in connection with the construction or operation and mainte-
nance of said project, or to grant term or perpetual easements therein 
or thereover. Grants or conveyances hereunder shall be by instru-
ments executed by the Secretary of State without regard to provisions 
of law governing the patenting of public lands.

Sec . 102. The United States Commissioner is authorized to con-
struct, equip, and operate and maintain all access roads, highways, 
railways, power lines, buildings, and facilities necessary in connection 
with any such project, and in his discretion to provide housing, sub-
sistence, and medical and recreational facilities for the officers, agents, 
and employees of the United States, and/or for the contractors and 
their employees engaged in the construction, operation, and main-
tenance of any such project, and to make equitable charges therefor, 
or deductions from the salaries and wages due employees, or from 
progress payments due contractors, upon such terms and conditions 
as he may determine to be to the best interest of the United States, 
the sums of money so charged and collected or deducted to be credited 
to the appropriation for the project current at the time the obligations 
are incurred.
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