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“(f) The Register of Wills shall prepare, and make available, forms 
whereby the petition and final order under section 394 (b), and the 
petition, preliminary order, the statement, the final order, and the 
certificate of payment under section 394 (c), shall constitute in each 
case one connected instrument. In lieu of all other fees, costs, or 
charges, the Register of Wills shall receive a fee of $5 for all services 
and work administered under this Act, including the taking of all 
affidavits, plus a fee of 25 cents for each certified copy of the aforesaid 
instruments.

“(g) The discovery of any additional property of the decedent, 
after the filing of a petition in either case provided for in this Act, 
shall be reported by the petitioner to the probate court as soon as 
discovered by him. The existence of said additional property shall 
not invalidate any proceedings Under this Act except when the addi-
tional property is discovered before the passage of the final order 
provided for, and either (1) is real estate or (2) increases the total 
value of the estate to more than $500, in which case no final order shall 
be passed under this Act and the court shall require regular adminis-
tration. Where additional property is discovered after passage of 
the final order, if said property is entirely personal and does not 
increase the value of the total estate to more than $500, then such 
additional property may be distributed pursuant to a new petition 
under the appropriate section of this Act; in all other cases such 
additional property may not be distributed under this Act.

“(h) Any person who makes a false affidavit under this Act, or who 
willfully violates any order of the probate court under this Act or 
any other provision of this Act, shall be liable to a fine of not exceed-
ing $500 for each offense.

“(i) All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with the provisions of 
this Act shall be, and they are hereby, repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency but only to such extent.

“(]’) This Act shall apply to the estates of all persons dying after 
the date of the approval of this Act.”

Approved June 24, 1949.
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[CHAPTER 245]
AN ACT

To amend section 9 of the Act of May 22, 1928, as amended, authorizing and 
directing a national survey of forest resources.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That to enable the 
Secretary of Agriculture to complete and keep current the forest sur-
vey authorized by section 9 of the Act of May 22, 1928, as amended 
(45 Stat. 699,702; 58 Stat. 265; 16 U. S. C. 581h), so that a continuous 
and comprehensive timber inventory will be maintained as part of 
the forest conservation program, said section is amended (1) by 
striking out “$750,000” and inserting “$1,000,000”; (2) by striking 
out “$6,500,000” and inserting “$11,000,000”; and (3) by striking out 
“$250,000” and inserting “$1,500,000”.

Approved June 25, 1949.

June 25, 1949 
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[CHAPTER 246]
AN ACT

Granting the consent and approval of Congress to an interstate forest fire 
protection compact.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent

June 25, 1949 
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Canada.
and approval of Congress is hereby given to an interstate forest fire 
protection compact, as hereinafter set out; but before any province of 
the Dominion of Canada shall be made a party to such compact, the 
further consent of Congress shall first be obtained. Such compact 
reads as follows:

NORTHEASTERN INTERSTATE FOREST FIRE 
PROTECTION COMPACT

Article  I
The purpose of this compact is to promote effective prevention and 

control of forest fires in the northeastern region of the United States 
and adj acent areas in Canada by the development of integrated forest 
fire plans, by the maintenance of adequate forest fire fighting services 
by the member states, by providing for mutual aid in fighting forest 
fires among the states of the region and for procedures that will 
facilitate such aid, and by the establishment of a central agency to 
coordinate the services of member states and perform such common 
services as member states may deem desirable.

Article  II
This agreement shall become operative immediately as to those 

states ratifying it whenever any two or more of the states of Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York and 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts have ratified it and the Congress 
has given its consent. Any state not mentioned in this article which 
is contiguous with any member state may become a party to this 
compact. Subject to the consent of the Congress of the United States, 
any province of the Dominion of Canada which is contiguous with 
any member state may become a party to this compact by taking such 
action as its laws and the laws of the Dominion of Canada may 
prescribe for ratification. In this event, the term “state” in this 
compact shall include within its meaning the term “province” and 
the procedures prescribed shall be applied in the instance of such 
provinces, in accordance with the forms and practices of the Canadian 
Government.

Arti cle  III
Each state joining herein shall appoint three representatives to 

a Commission hereby designated as the Northeastern Forest Fire 
Protection Commission. One shall be the State Forester or officer 
holding an equivalent position in such state who is responsible for 
forest fire control. The second shall be a member of the legislature 
of such state designated by the Commission or committee on interstate 
cooperation of such state, or if there be none, or if said Commission 
on interstate cooperation cannot constitutionally designate the said 
member, such legislator shall be designated by the governor thereof: 
provided that if it is constitutionally impossible to appoint a legis-
lator as a Commissioner from such state, the second member shall be 
appointed by the governor of said state in his discretion. The third 
member shall be a person designated by the governor as the respon-
sible representative of the governor. In the event that any province 
of the Dominion of Canada shall become a member of this Commis-
sion, it shall designate three members who will approximate this 
pattern of representation to the extent possible under the law and 
practices of such province. This Commission shall be a body corporate 
with the powers and duties set forth herein.
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Articl e  IV
It shall be the duty of the Commission to make inquiry and ascer-

tain from time to time such methods, practices, circumstances and 
conditions as may be disclosed for bringing about the prevention and 
control of forest fires in the area comprising the member states, to 
coordinate the forest fire plans and the work of the appropriate 
agencies of the member states and to facilitate the rendering of aid 
by the member states to each other in fighting forest fires.

The Commission shall formulate and, in accordance with need, from 
time to time, revise a regional forest fire plan for the entire region 
covered by the compact which shall serve as a common forest fire 
plan for that area.

The Commission shall, more than one month prior to any regular 
meeting of the legislature in any signatory state, present to the gov-
ernor and to the legislature of the state its recommendations relating 
to enactments to be made by the legislature of that state in furthering 
the interests and purposes of this compact.

The Commission shall consult with and advise the appropriate 
administrative agencies of the states party hereto with regard to 
problems connected with the prevention and control of forest fires 
and recommend the adoption of such regulations as it deems advisable.

The Commission shall have power to recommend to the signatory 
states any and all measures that will effectuate the prevention and 
control of forest fires.

Article  V

Any two or more member states may designate the Northeastern 
Forest Fire Protection Commission as a joint agency to maintain such 
common services as those states deem desirable for the prevention and 
control of forest fires. Except in those cases where all member states 
join in such designation for common services, the representatives of 
any group of such designating states in the Northeastern Forest Fire 
Protection Commission shall constitute a separate section of such 
Commission for the performance of the common service or services so 
designated provided that, if any additional expense is involved, the 
states so acting shall appropriate the necessary funds for this purpose. 
The creation of such a section as a joint agency shall not affect the 
privileges, powers, responsibilities or duties of the states participating 
therein as embodied in the other articles of this compact.

Articl e VI
The Commission may request the United States Forest Service to 

act as the primary research and coordinating agency of the North-
eastern Forest Fire Protection Commission, in cooperation with the 
appropriate agencies in each state and the United States Forest Serv-
ice may accept the initial responsibility in preparing and presenting 
to the Commission its recommendations with respect to the regional 
fire plan. Representatives of the United States Forest Service may 
attend meetings of the Commission and of groups of member states.

Arti cle  VII
The Commission shall annually elect from its members a chairman 

and a vice-chairman. The Commission shall appoint such officers or 
employees as may be required to carry the provisions of this compact 
into effect, shall fix and determine their duties, qualifications and com-
pensation, and may at its pleasure, remove or discharge any such
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officer or employee. The Commission shall adopt rules and regula-
tions for the conduct of its business. It may establish and maintain 
one or more offices for the transaction of its business and may meet 
at any time or place but must meet at least once a year.

A majority of the members of the Commission representing a 
majority of the signatory states shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of its general business, but no action of the Commission 
imposing any obligation on any signatory state shall be binding unless 
a majority of the members from such signatory state shall have voted 
in favor thereof. For the purpose of conducting its general business, 
voting shall be by state units.

The representatives of any two or more member states, upon notice 
to the Chairman as to the time and purpose of the meeting, may meet 
as a Section for the discussion of problems common to those states.

Sections established by groups of member states shall have the 
same powers with respect to officers, employees and the maintenance 
of offices as are granted by this article to the Commission. Sections 
may adopt such rules, regulations and procedures as may be necessary 
for the conduct of their business.

Article  VIII
It shall be the duty of each member state to formulate and put in 

effect a forest fire plan for that state and to take such measures as may 
be recommended by the Commission to integrate such forest fire plan 
with the regional forest fire plan.

Whenever the state forest fire control agency of a member state 
requests aid from the state forest fire control agency of any other 
member state in combatting, controlling or preventing forest fires, 
it shall be the duty of the state forest fire control agency of that state 
to render all possible aid to the requesting agency which is consonant 
with the maintenance of protection at home.

Each signatory state agrees to render aid to the Forest Service or 
other agencies of the government of the United States in combatting, 
controlling or preventing forest fires in areas under their jurisdiction 
located within the member state or a contiguous member state.

Article  IX
Whenever the forces of any member state are rendering outside aid 

pursuant to the request of another member state under this compact, 
the employees of such state shall, under the direction of the officers 
of the state to which they are rendering aid, have the same powers 
(except the power of arrest), duties, rights, privileges and immunities 
as comparable employees of the state to which they are rendering 
aid.

No member state or its officers or employees rendering outside aid 
pursuant to this compact shall be liable on account of any act or 
omission on the part of such forces while so engaged, or on account 
of the maintenance or use of any equipment or supplies in connection 
therewith.

All liability that may arise either under the laws of the requesting 
state or under the laws of the aiding state or under the laws of a 
third state on account of or in connection with a request for aid, 
shall be assumed and borne by the requesting state.

Any member state rendering outside aid pursuant to this compact 
shall be reimbursed by the member state receiving such aid for any 
loss or damage to, or expense incurred in the operation of any equip-
ment answering a request for aid, and for the cost of all materials, 
transportation, wages, salaries, and maintenance of employees and 
equipment incurred in connection with such request. Provided, that 
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nothing herein contained shall prevent any assisting member state 
from assuming such loss, damage, expense or other cost or from loaning 
such equipment or from donating such services to the receiving member 
state without charge or cost.

Each member state shall provide for the payment of compensation 
and death benefits to injured employees and the representatives of 
deceased employees in case employees sustain injuries or are killed 
while rendering outside aid pursuant to this compact, in the same 
manner and on the same terms as if the injury or death were sustained 
within such state.

For the purposes of this compact the term employee shall include 
any volunteer or auxiliary legally included within the forest fire fight-
ing forces of the aiding state under the laws thereof.

The Commission shall formulate procedures for claims and reim-
bursement under the provisions of this article.

Aid by a member state to an area subject to federal jurisdiction 
beyond the borders of such state shall not be required under this com-
pact unless substantially the same provisions of this article relative 
to powers, liabilities, losses and expenses in connection with such aid 
are embodied in federal laws.

Arti cle  X
When appropriations for the support of this Commission or for 

the support of common services maintained by the Commission or a 
section thereof under the provisions of Article V are necessary, the 
Commission or section thereof shall allocate the costs among the states 
affected with consideration of the amounts of forested land in those 
states that will receive protection from the service to be rendered and 
the extent of the forest fire problem involved in each state, and shall 
submit its recommendations accordingly to the legislatures of the 
affected states.

The Commission shall submit to the governor of each state, at such 
time as he may request, a budget of its estimated expenditures for such 
period as may be required by the laws of such state for presentation 
to the legislature thereof.

The Commission shall keep accurate books of account, showing in 
full its receipts and disbursements, and said books of account shall 
be open at any reasonable time to the inspection of such representatives 
of the respective signatory states as may be duly constituted for that 
purpose.

On or before the first day of December of each year, the Commission 
shall submit to the respective governors of the signatory states a full 
and complete report of its activities for the preceding year.

Arti cle  XI
The representatives from any member state may appoint and consult 

with an advisory committee composed of persons interested in forest 
fire protection.

The Commission may appoint and consult with an advisory com-
mittee of representatives of all affected groups, private and govern-
mental.

Article  XII
The Commission may accept any and all donations, gifts and grants 

of money, equipment, supplies, materials and services from the federal 
or any local government, or any agency thereof and from any person, 
firm or corporation, for any of its purposes and functions under this 
compact, and may receive and utilize the same subject to the terms, 
conditions and regulations governing such donations, gifts and grants.
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Continuance in 
force.

Rights reserved.

Article  XIII
Nothing in this compact shall be construed to authorize or permit 

any member state to curtail or diminish its forest fire fighting forces, 
equipment, services or facilities, and it shall be the duty and responsi-
bility of each member state to maintain adequate forest fire fighting 
forces and equipment to meet normal demands for forest fire protection 
within its borders.

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to limit or restrict the 
powers of any state ratifying the same to provide for the prevention, 
control and extinguishment of forest fires, or to prohibit the enactment 
or enforcement of state laws, rules or regulations intended to aid in 
such prevention, control and extinguishment in such state.

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to affect any existing 
or future cooperative relationship or arrangement between the United 
States Forest Service and a member state or states.

Article  XIV
This compact shall continue in force and remain binding on each 

state ratifying it until the legislature or the governor of such state 
takes action to withdraw therefrom. Such action shall not be effective 
until six months after notice thereof has been sent by the chief execu-
tive of the state desiring to withdraw to the chief executives of all 
states then parties to the compact.

Sec . 2. Without further submission of the compact, the consent of 
Congress is given to any State to become a party to it in accordance 
with its terms.

Sec . 3. The right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is expressly 
reserved.

Approved June 25, 1949.

June 25, 1949 
[H. R. 263] 

[Public Law 130]

Orange County, 
Calif.

Easement for high-
way.

Irvine Co., W. Va.
Easement for pipe 

line.

[CHAPTER 247]
AN ACT

To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to grant to the county of Orange, Cali-
fornia, a perpetual easement for the maintenance and operation of a public 
highway, and to grant to the Irvine Company, a corporation, a perpetual ease-
ment for the maintenance, operation, and use of a water pipe line, in the vicinity 
of the naval air base, Santa Ana, Orange County, California.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
of the Navy be, and he hereby is, authorized to grant to the county of 
Orange, State of California, a perpetual easement for public-highway 
purposes over and upon that portion of the strip of land fifty feet 
in width described in paragraph g (a) of the judgment of condem-
nation. made and entered July 14, 1947, in case numbered 2398-Y, 
Civil, in the District Court of the United States for the Central Divi-
sion of the Southern District of California, which lies within lot 67, 
block 10, of Irvine’s subdivision, Orange County, California, subject 
to the rights, easements, and conditions relating thereto as provided 
in paragraph 3 of said judgment.

Sec . 2. That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he hereby is, author-
ized to grant to the Irvine Company, a West Virginia corporation, 
with place of business in Orange County, California, a perpetual ease-
ment for the operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, and use of 
that portion of the existing reinforced pipe line for the transportation 
of water particularly described in paragraph 1c of said judgment 
of condemnation of July 14, 1947, in said case numbered 2398-Y, 
which lies within said lot 67, block 10, said Irvine’s subdivision, to be 
operated and used by said grantee in connection with and as a part 
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