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any vessel authorized to be sold or chartered under this Act, and to 
install therein such special features, as may be necesary or advisable 
to make such vessel suitable for commercial operation on trade routes 
or services or comparable as to commercial utility to other such vessels 
of the same general type.

(b) The provisions of section 202 of the War Mobilization and 
Reconversion Act of 1944 shall not apply to contracts of the Commis-
sion for or relating to construction of ships.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 27 of the Merchant 
Marine Act, 1920, as amended (U. S. C., title 46, sec. 883), no vessel 
sold or chartered by the Commission under this Act to a citizen of 
the United States shall be prohibited from engaging in the coastwise 
trade of the United States while owned by or chartered to such citizen 
or citizen successors in interest merely because it was under foreign 
registry on or after May 27, 1941, and prior to its sale or charter 
under this Act to such citizen, if it is otherwise entitled under the 
laws of the United States to engage in such trade.

(d) All moneys received by the Commission under this Act shall be 
deposited in the Treasury to the credit of miscellaneous receipts. The 
provisions of sections 201 (d), 204 (b), 207, 209 (a), and 905 (c) of 
the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as amended, shall apply to all activities 
and functions which the Commission is authorized to perform under 
this Act.

REPORTS

Sec . 13. The Commission shall on July 1, 1946, and every three 
months thereafter, make a report to Congress with respect to all 
activities or transactions under this Act which have not been covered 
by any previous such report.

TERMINATION DATE

Sec . 14. No contract of sale or of charter shall be made under this 
Act after December 31, 1947.

Approved March 8, 1946.
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[CHAPTER 83]
AN ACT

To amend the First War Powers Act, 1941.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the First War 
Powers Act, 1941 (55 Stat. 838), is hereby amended by adding at 
the end of title III thereof the following:

“Sec . 304. The Trading with the Enemy Act of October 6, 1917 
(40 Stat. 411), as amended, is hereby further amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following section:

“‘Sec . 32. (a) The President, or such officer or agency as he may 
designate, may return any property or interest vested in or trans-
ferred to the Alien Property Custodian (other than any property or 
interest acquired by the United States prior to December 18, 1941), 
or the net proceeds thereof, whenever the President or such officer or 
agency shall determine—

“ ‘ (1) that the person who has filed a notice of claim for 
return, in such form as the President or such officer or agency 
may prescribe, was the owner of such property or interest imme-
diately prior to its vesting in or transfer to the Alien Property 
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Custodian, or is the legal representative (whether or not 
appointed by a court in the United States), or successor in inter-
est by inheritance, devise, bequest, or operation of law, of such 
owner; and

“‘(2) that such owner, and legal representative or successor 
in interest, if any, are not—

‘“(A) the government of a nation with which the United 
States has at any time since December 7,1941, been at war; or

‘“(B) a corporation or association organized under the 
laws of such nation: Provided, That any property or inter-
est or proceeds which, but for the provisions of this subdivi-
sion (B), might be returned under this section to any such 
corporation or association, may be returned to the owner 
or owners of all the stock of such corporation or of all the 
proprietary and beneficial interest in such association, if 
their ownership of such stock or proprietary and beneficial 
interest existed immediately prior to vesting in or transfer 
to the Alien Property Custodian and continuously thereafter 
to the date of such return (without regard to purported 
divestments or limitations of such ownership by any govern-
ment referred to in subdivision (A) hereof) and if such 
ownership was by one or more citizens of the United States 
or by one or more corporations organized under the laws 
of the United States or any State, Territory, or possession 
thereof, or the District of Columbia: Provided further, That 
such owner or owners shall succeed to those obligations, 
limited in aggregate amount to the value of such property 
or interest or proceeds, which are lawfully assertible against 
the corporation or association by persons not ineligible to 
receive a return under this section; or

“ ‘(C) an individual voluntarily resident at any time since 
December 7, 1941, within the territory of such nation, other 
than a citizen of the United States or a diplomatic or con-
sular officer of a nation with which the United States has 
not at any time since December 7, 1941, been at war; or

“ ‘(D) an individual who was at any time after December 
7, 1941, a citizen or subject of a nation with which the 
United States has at any time since December 7, 1941, been 
at war, and who on or after December 7, 1941, and prior 
to the date of the enactment of this section, was present 
(other than in the service of the United States) in the 
territory of such nation or in any territory occupied by the 
military or naval forces thereof or engaged in any business 
in any such territory; or

“‘(E) a foreign corporation or association which at any 
time after December 7, 1941, was controlled or 50 per centum 
or more of the stock of which was owned by any person or 
persons ineligible to receive a return under subdivisions 
(A), (B), (C), or (D) hereof: Provided, That notwith-
standing the provisions of this subdivision (E), return 
may be made to a corporation or association so controlled 
or owned, if such corporation or association was organized 
under the laws of a nation any of whose territory was occu-
pied by the military or naval forces of any nation with 
which the United States has at any time since December 7, 
1941, been at war, and if such control or ownership arose 
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after March 1, 1938, as an incident to such occupation and 
was terminated prior to the enactment of this section;

and
“‘(3) that the property or interest claimed, or the net pro-

ceeds of which are claimed, was not at any time after September 
1, 1939, held or used, by or with the assent of the person who 
was the owner thereof immediately prior to vesting in or transfer 
to the Alien Property Custodian, pursuant to any arrangement 
to conceal any property or interest within the United States of 
any person ineligible to receive a return under subsection (a) (2) 
hereof;

‘“(4) that the Alien Property Custodian has no actual or 
potential liability under the Renegotiation Act or the Act of 
October 31, 1942 (56 Stat. 1013; 35 U. S. C. 89-96), in respect 
of the property or interest or proceeds to be returned and that 
the claimant and his predecessor in interest, if any, have no 
actual or potential liability of any kind under the Renegotiation 
Act or the said Act of October 31, 1942; or in the alternative 
that the claimant has provided security or undertakings adequate 
to assure satisfaction of all such liabilities or that property or 
interest or proceeds to be retained by the Alien Property Custo-
dian are adequate therefor; and

“ ‘(5) that such return is in the interest of the United States.
“ ‘(b) Notwithstanding the limitation prescribed in the Renegotia-

tion Act upon the time within which petitions may be filed in The 
Tax Court of the United States, any person to whom any property 
or interest or proceeds are returned hereunder shall, for a period of 
ninety days (not counting Sunday or a legal holiday in the District 
of Columbia as the last day) following return, have the right to file 
such a petition for a redetermination in respect of any final order of 
the War Contracts Price Adjustment Board determining excessive 
profits, made against the Alien Property Custodian, or of any deter-
mination, not embodied in an agreement, of excessive profits, so made 
by or on behalf of a Secretary.

“‘(c) Any person to whom any invention, whether patented or 
unpatented, or any right or interest therein is returned hereunder 
shall be bound by any notice or order issued or agreement made pur-
suant to the Act of October 31, 1942 (56 Stat. 1013; 35 U. S. C. 
89-96), in respect of such invention or right or interest, and such 
person to whom a licensor’s interest is returned shall have all rights 
assertible by a licensor pursuant to section 2 of the said Act.

“‘(d) Except as otherwise provided herein, and except to the 
extent that the President or such officer or agency as he may desig-
nate may otherwise determine, any person to wThom return is made 
hereunder shall have all rights, privileges, and obligations in respect 
to the property or interest returned or the proceeds of which are 
returned which would have existed if the property or interest had 
not vested in the Alien Property Custodian, but no cause of action 
shall accrue to such person in respect of any deduction or retention 
of any part of the property or interest or proceeds by the Alien 
Property Custodian for the purpose of paying taxes, costs, or 
expenses in connection with such property or interest or proceeds : 
Provided, That except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) hereof, 
no person to whom a return is made pursuant to this section, nor the 
successor in interest of such person, shall acquire or have any claim 
or right of action against the United States or any department, 
establishment, or agency thereof, or corporation owned thereby, or 
against any person authorized or licensed by the United States, 
founded upon the retention, sale, or other disposition, or use, during
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the period it was vested in the Alien Property Custodian, of the 
returned property, interest, or proceeds. Any notice to the Alien 
Property Custodian in respect of any property or interest or pro-
ceeds shall constitute notice to the person to whom such property or 
interest or proceeds is returned and such person shall succeed to all 
burdens and obligations in respect of such property or interest or 
proceeds which accrued during the time of retention by the Alien 
Property Custodian, but the period during which the property or 
interest or proceeds returned were vested in the Alien Property 
Custodian shall not be included for the purpose of determining the 
application of any statute of limitations to the assertion of any rights 
by such person in respect of such property or interest or proceeds.

“‘(e) No return hereunder shall bar the prosecution of any suit 
at law or in equity against a person to whom return has been made, 
to establish any right, title, or interest, which may exist or which 
may have existed at the time of vesting, in or to the property or 
interest returned, but no such suit may be prosecuted by any person 
ineligible to receive a return under subsection (a) (2) hereof. With 
respect to any such suit, the period during which the property or 
interest or proceeds returned were vested in the Alien Property 
Custodian shall not be included for the purpose of determining the 
application of any statute of limitations.

“ ‘(f) At least thirty days before making any return to any person 
other than a resident of the United States or a corporation organized 
under the laws of the United States, or any State, Territory, or 
possession thereof, or the District of Columbia, the President or such 
officer or agency as he may designate shall publish in the Federal 
Register a notice of intention to make such return, specifying therein 
the person to whom return is to be made and the place where the 
property or interest or proceeds to be returned are located. Publi-
cation of a notice of intention to return shall confer no right of 
action upon any person to compel the return of any such property 
or interest or proceeds, and such notice of intention to return may 
be revoked by appropriate notice in the Federal Register. After 
publication of such notice of intention and prior to revocation 
thereof, the property or interest or proceeds specified shall be sub-
ject to attachment at the suit of any citizen or resident of the United 
States or any corporation organized under the laws of the United 
States, or any State, Territory, or possession thereof, or the District 
of Columbia, in the same manner as property of the person to whom 
return is to be made: Provided, That notice of any writ of attach-
ment which may issue prior to return shall be served upon the Alien 
Property Custodian. Any such attachment proceeding shall be sub-
ject to the provisions of law relating to limitation of actions appli-
cable to actions at law in the jurisdiction in which such proceeding 
is brought, but the period during which the property or interest or 
proceeds were vested in the Alien Property Custodian shall not be 
included for the purpose of determining the period of limitation. 
No officer of any court shall take actual possession, without the con-
sent of the Alien Property Custodian, of any property or interest or 
proceeds so attached, and publication of a notice of revocation of 
intention to return shall invalidate any attachment with respect to 
the specified property or interest or proceeds, but if there is no such 
revocation, the President or such officer or agency as he may desig-
nate shall accord full effect to any such attachment in returning any 
such property or interest or proceeds.

“ ‘(g) Without limitation by or upon any other existing provision 
of law with respect to the payment of expenses by the Alien Property 
Custodian, the Custodian may retain or recover from any property
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or interest or proceeds returned pursuant to this section or section 
9 (a) of this Act an amount not exceeding that expended or incurred 
by him for the conservation, preservation, or maintenance of such 
property or interest or proceeds, or other property or interest or 
proceeds returned to the same person.’ ”

Sec . 2. Section 20 of the Trading With the Enemy Act is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 20. No property or interest or proceeds shall be returned 
under this Act, nor shall any payment be made or judgment awarded 
in respect of any property or interest vested in or transferred to the 
Alien Property Custodian unless a schedule of the fees to be paid to 
all agents, attorneys at law or in fact, or representatives, for services 
in connection with such return or payment or judgment, has been 
furnished to, and approved in accordance with this section by, the 
President or such officer or agency as he may designate, or the court, 
as the case may be. In the case of any return of, or the making of 
any payment in respect of, any such property or interest or proceeds 
(other than pursuant to an order of a court), the President or such 
officer or agency as he may designate may make such modifications, 
if any, as are appropriate, and shall approve such schedule only upon 
determining that the individual fees do not exceed fair compensation 
for the services rendered and that the aggregate of the fees does not 
exceed 10 per centum of the value of such property or interest or 
proceeds or of such payment. Any person aggrieved by the deter-
mination of the President or of such officer or agency as he may 
designate may petition the district court of the United States for the 
district in which he resides to review the determination, and shall 
name the person or agency making the determination a party defend-
ant. The court hearing such petition for review, or a court awarding 
any judgment in respect of any such property or interest or proceeds, 
as the case may be, may make such modifications, if any, as are appro-
priate, and shall approve such schedule only upon determining that 
the individual fees do not exceed fair compensation for the services 
rendered, and shall approve an aggregate of fees in excess of 10 per 
centum of the value of such property or interest or proceeds only 
upon a finding that there exist special circumstances of unusual hard-
ship which require the payment of such excess. Any person accept-
ing any fee in excess of an amount approved hereunder, or retaining 
for more than thirty days any portion of a fee, accepted prior to 
approval hereunder, in excess of the fee as approved, shall be guilty 
of a violation of this Act.”

Approved March 8, 1946.

[CHAPTER 84]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Changing the name of the Shoshone Dam and Reservoir to Buffalo Bill Dam 
and Reservoir in commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of William Frederick Cody, better known as Buffalo Bill.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in commemoration of 
the one hundredth anniversary of the birth on February 26, 1846, of 
William Frederick Cody, better known as Buffalo Bill, the name of 
the Shoshone Dam and Reservoir in Park County, Wyoming, is 
changed effective February 26, 1946, to the “Buffalo Bill Dam and 
Reservoir”.

Approved March 11, 1946.
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