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REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 3 OF 1946

Prepared by the President and transmitted to the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives in Congress assembled, May 16, 1946, pursuant to the provisions 
of the Reorganization Act of 1945, approved December 20, 1945.

Part  I. Depart ment  of  the  Treasury

Section 101. Functions transferred to the United States Coast Guard.—• 
(a) There are hereby transferred to the Commandant of the Coast 
Guard those functions of the bureau, offices, and boards specified in 
the first sentence of section 104 of this plan, and of the Secretary of 
Commerce, which pertain to approval of plans for the construction, 
repair, and alteration of vessels; approval of materials, equipment, 
and appliances; classification of vessels; inspection of vessels and their 
equipment and appliances; issuance of certificates of inspection, and 
of permits indicating the approval of vessels for operations which may 
be hazardous to life or property; administration of load line require-
ments; enforcement of other provisions for the safety of life and 
property on vessels; licensing and certificating of officers, pilots, and 
seamen; suspension and revocation of licenses and certificates; in-
vestigation of marine casualties; enforcement of manning require-
ments, citizenship requirements, and requirements for the mustering 
and drilling of crews; control of log books; shipment, discharge, pro-
tection, and welfare of merchant seamen; enforcement of duties of 
shipowners and officers after accidents; promulgation and enforce-
ment of rules for lights, signals, speed, steering, sailing, passing, 
anchorage, movement, and towlines of vessels and lights and signals 
on bridges; numbering of undocumented vessels; prescription and en-
forcement of regulations for outfitting and operation of motorboats; 
licensing of motorboat operators; regulation of regattas and marine 
parades; all other functions of such bureau, offices, and boards which 
are not specified in section 102 of this plan; and all other functions of 
the Secretary of Commerce pertaining to those functions of the agencies 
abolished under section 104 of this plan which are not specified in sec-
tion 102 of this plan, including the remission and mitigation of fines, 
penalties and forfeitures incurred under the laws governing these 
functions and those incurred under the Act of December 17, 1941, 
55 Stat. 808, as amended.

(b) The functions relating to the award of numbers to undocu-
mented vessels vested by law in the Collectors of Customs are hereby 
transferred to the Commandant of the Coast Guard.

Sec. 102. Functions transferred to Bureau of Customs.—There are 
hereby transferred to the Commissioner of Customs those functions of 
the bureau, offices, and boards specified in the first sentence of section 
104 of this plan, and of the Secretary of Commerce, which pertain to 
registry, enrollment, and licensing of vessels, including the issuance of 
commissions to yachts, the assignment of signal letters, and the 
preparation of all reports and publications in connection therewith; 
measurement of vessels, administration of tonnage duties, and collec-
tion of tolls; entry and clearance of vessels and aircraft, regulation of 
vessels in the coasting and fishing trades, and limitation of the use of 
foreign vessels in waters under the jurisdiction of the United States;
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recording of sales, conveyances, and mortgages of vessels; protection of 
steerage passengers; all other functions of such bureau, offices, and 
boards which were performed by the Bureau of Customs on behalf 
thereof immediately prior to the effective date of Executive Order 
No. 9083 of February 28, 1942 (7 F. R. 1609) ; and the power to remit 
and mitigate fines, penalties and forfeitures incurred under the laws 
governing these functions.

Sec. 103. Powers oj the Secretary oj the Treasury.—The functions 
transferred by sections 101 and 102 of this plan may be performed 
through such officers and employees of the United States Coast Guard 
and the Bureau of Customs, respectively, as may be designated by the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard and the Commissioner of Customs, 
respectively, and shall be performed subject to the direction and 
control of the Secretary of the Treasury except as otherwise required by 
law with respect to the United States Coast Guard whenever it operates 
as a part of the Navy.

Sec. 104. Abolition oj agencies.—The Bureau of Marine Inspection 
and Navigation, the office of the director thereof, the offices of super-
vising inspectors, principal traveling inspectors, local inspectors, 
assistant inspectors, shipping commissioners, deputy shipping com-
missioners, and the Board of Supervising Inspectors, the Boards of 
Local Inspectors, the Marine Casualty Investigation Board, and the 
Marine Boards are hereby abolished. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall provide for winding up those affairs of the said abolished agencies 
which are not otherwise disposed of herein.

Part  II. Depart ment  of  War  and  Depar tme nt  of  the  Navy

Sec. 201. Functions with respect to certain insane persons.—(a) The 
functions of Saint Elizabeths Hospital and the superintendent thereof, 
and of the Federal Security Agency and the Federal Security Admin- 
istrator, with respect to the care, treatment, and custody of insane 
persons as provided in section 4843 of the Revised Statutes (24 U. S. C. 
191) are hereby transferred or abolished as follows:

(1) Functions with respect to insane persons belonging to the 
Army or falling, by reason of employment or service in the Army, 
within any of the categories enumerated in said section, are transferred 
to the Secretary of War and shall be performed by the Secretary or, 
subject to his direction and control, by such officers and agencies of 
the Department of War as he may designate.

(2) Functions with respect to insane persons belonging to the Navy 
or falling, by reason of prior service in the Navy, within any of the 
categories enumerated in said section, are transferred to the Secretary 
of the.Navy and shall be performed by the Secretary or, subject to his 
direction and control, by such officers and agencies of the Department 
of the Navy as he may designate. (For the purposes of this sub-
paragraph (2), the Marine Corps but not the Coast Guard is included 
in the Navy.)

(3) Functions with respect to insane persons belonging to the Coast 
Guard are abolished.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) of this section shall affect the functions 
and authority of Saint Elizabeths Hospital, the superintendent thereof, 
the Federal Security Agency, or the Federal Security Administrator 
with respect to any person heretofore admitted to Saint Elizabeths 
Hospital and a patient therein on the effective date of this plan under 
the provisions of section 4843 of the Revised Statutes, or the functions 
and authority of said officers and agencies or of the Public Health 
Service with respect to Coast Guard members as beneficiaries of the 
Public Health Service, as provided by section 504 of the Public Health 
Service Act (58 Stat. 710, 42 U. S. C. 222).
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Part  III. Depar tme nt  of  the  Navy

Sec. 301. Hydrographic Office and Naval Observatory.—The Hydro-
graphic Office and the Naval Observatory, together with their re-
spective functions, are hereby transferred from the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel, Department of the Navy, to the Chief of Naval Operations 
and shall be administered, subject to the direction and control of the 
Secretary of the Navy, under the Chief of Naval Operations.

Sec. 302. Supply Department of the United States Marine Corps.— 
The Paymaster’s Department of the United States Marine Corps 
and the Quartermaster’s Department of the United States Marine 
Corps, and the functions of such departments, are hereby consolidated 
to form a single new agency, which shall be known as the Supply 
Department of the United States Marine Corps, and at the head 
of which there shall be the Quartermaster General of the Marine 
Corps. The office and title of “The Paymaster General of the 
Marine Corps” provided for in the Act of March 24, 1944 (58 Stat. 
121) are hereby abolished.

Part  IV. Department  of  the  Interior

Sec. 401. Certain functions with respect to the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Library.—The following functions are hereby transferred to the 
Secretary of the Interior and shall be performed, subject to his 
direction and control, by such officers and agencies of the Department 
of the Interior as he may designate:

(a) The functions of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, under 
section 206 of the Act of July 18, 1939, 53 Stat. 1062, with respect to 
the care, maintenance, and protection of the buildings and grounds 
of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.

(b) The functions of the Archivist of the United States, under 
section 207 of the said Act, with respect to the collection of fees 
from persons visiting and viewing the exhibit rooms or museum 
portion of said Library, excluding the fixing of charges to be collected 
but including the making of all other regulations with respect to 
such collection. (Any funds derived from such fees shall be paid, 
held, administered, and expended in consonance with the proviso 
in said section 207.)

Sec. 402. Functions relating to mineral deposits in certain lands.— 
The functions of the Secretary of Agriculture and the Department 
of Agriculture with respect to the uses of mineral deposits in certain 
lands pursuant to the provisions of the Act of March 4, 1917 (39 Stat. 
1134, 1150, 16 U. S. C. 520), Title II of the National Industrial 
Recovery Act of June 16, 1933, (48 Stat. 195, 200, 202, 205, 40 U. S. C. 
401, 403 (a) and 408), the 1935 Emergency Relief Appropriation Act 
of April 8, 1935 (48 Stat. 115, 118), section 55 of Title I of the Act 
of August 24, 1935 (49 Stat. 750, 781), and the Act of July 22, 1937 
(50 Stat. 522, 525, 530), as amended July 28, 1942 (56 Stat. 725, 
7 U. S. C. 1011 (c) and 1018), are hereby transferred to the Secretary 
of the Interior and shall be performed by him or, subject to his 
direction and control, by such officers and agencies of the Department 
of the Interior as he may designate: Provided, That mineral develop-
ment on such lands shall be authorized by the Secretary of the 
Interior only when he is advised by the Secretary of Agriculture 
that such development will not interfere with the primary purposes 
for which the land was acquired and only in accordance with such 
conditions as may be specified by the Secretary of Agriculture in 
order to protect such purposes. The provisions of law governing 
the crediting and distribution of revenues derived from the said 
lands shall be applicable to revenues derived in connection with the 
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functions transferred by this section. To the extent necessary in 
connection with the performance of the functions transferred by this 
section, the Secretary of the Interior and his representatives shall 
have access to the title records of the Department of Agriculture 
relating to the lands affected by this section.

Sec. 403. Bureau of Land Management.—(a) The functions of the 
General Land Office and of the Grazing Service in the Department of 
the Interior are hereby consolidated to form a new agency in the 
Department of the Interior to be known as the Bureau of Land 
Management. The functions of the other agencies named in sub-
section (d) of this section are hereby transferred to the Secretary of 
the Interior.

(b) There shall be at the head of such Bureau a Director of the 
Bureau of Land Management who shall be appointed by the Secretary 
of the Interior under the classified civil service, who shall receive a 
salary at the rate of $10,000 per annum, and who shall perform such 
duties as the Secretary of the Interior shall designate.

(c) There shall be in the Bureau of Land Management an Associate 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management and so many Assistant 
Directors of the Bureau of Land Management as may be necessary, 
who shall be appointed by the Secretary of the Interior under the 
classified civil service and subject to the Classification Act of 1923, 
as amended, and who shall perform such duties as the Secretary of 
the Interior may prescribe.

(d) The General Land Office, the Grazing Service, the offices of 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, Assistant Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, Director of the Grazing Service, all Assistant 
Directors of the Grazing Service, all Registers of the District Land 
Offices, and United States Supervisor of Surveys, together with the 
Field Surveying Service now known as the Cadastral Engineering 
Service, are hereby abolished.

(e) The Bureau of Land Management and its functions shall be 
administered subject to the direction and control of the Secretary of 
the Interior, and the functions transferred to the Secretary by sub-
section (a) of this section shall be performed by the Secretary or, sub-
ject to his direction and control, by such officers and agencies of the 
Department of the Interior as he may designate.

Part  V. Depar tme nt  of  Agriculture

Sec. 501. Functions of certain agencies of the Department of Agricul-
ture.—-The following functions are hereby transferred to the Secretary 
of Agriculture and shall be performed by him or, subject to his direc-
tion and control, by such officers and agencies of the Department of 
Agriculture as he shall designate:

(a) All functions of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
and the Surplus Marketing Administration and of the respective 
heads of such Administrations.

(b) The administration of the programs of the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation and the Commodity Credit Corporation.

Part  VI. Depar tme nt  of  Comm erce

Sec. 601. Certain functions of National Bureau of Standards.—The 
following functions are hereby transferred to the Secretary of Com-
merce and shall be performed, subject to his direction and control, 
by such officers and agencies of the Department of Commerce as he 
may designate:
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(a) Those functions of the National Bureau of Standards under 

section 2 of the Act of March 3, 1901 (31 Stat. 1449) which are now 
performed by the Division of Commercial Standards of said Bureau, 
namely, (1) to assist, coordinate, and cooperate with groups of 
consumers, distributors or producers, technical organizations, and 
other persons, in the voluntary establishment, maintenance, recording, 
publishing and promoting of commercial standards as a nationally and 
internationally recognized basis for testing, grading, labeling, market-
ing, guaranteeing, or accepting staple, manufactured commodities 
moving in daily domestic and foreign trade, and (2) to assist in the 
development of Federal purchase standards specifications and in 
providing information to the public and the Government of such stand-
ards and specifications.

(b) Those functions of said Bureau under said section 2 which 
are now performed by the Division of Simplified Trade and Practices 
of said Bureau, namely, to assist, coordinate, and cooperate with 
individual and groups of producers, distributors, and users in estab-
lishing, recording, publishing, and promoting a nation-wide program 
for the elimination of avoidable waste through the formulation of 
simplified trade practice recommendations which identify and list 
the sizes, types, dimensions, and varieties of products that are in 
national demand in the country, including but not limited to simplified 
trade practice recommendations concerning the following commodities: 
wood, textiles, paper and rubber products, metal and mechanical 
products, containers and miscellaneous products, materials handling 
equipment, ceramic products, electrical products, construction mate-
rials, and metal and woodworking tools.

(c) So much of the functions of the Director of said Bureau as 
relates to the foregoing activities.

Part  VII. National  Labor  Relati ons  Board

Sec. 701. Strike ballots under War Labor Disputes Act.—The 
functions of the National Labor Relations Board under section 8 of 
the War Labor Disputes Act (57 Stat. 162, 167, ch. 144) with respect 
to taking secret ballots of employees on the question of an interruption 
of war production are hereby abolished.

Part  VIII. Smith son ian  Insti tuti on

Sec. 801. Canal Zone Biological Area.—The functions of the Board 
of Directors of the Canal Zone Biological Area (which Board is 
provided for in the Act of July 2, 1940, 54 Stat. 724, ch. 516), together 
with the functions of the executive officer of such Board, are hereby 
transferred to the Smithsonian Institution. The said Board of 
Directors and the office of the said executive officer are hereby 
abolished.

Part  IX. United  States  Employment  Service

Sec. 901. Placement junctions under Selective Training and Service 
Act oj 19^0.—There is hereby transferred to the United States 
Employment Service so much of the functions of the Selective Service 
System and of the Director of Selective Service under section 8(g) 
of the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 890, ch. 
720) as relates to aiding persons who have satisfactorily completed 
any period of active duty or of training and service under the said 
Act in securing positions other than the positions held by them prior 
to said period.
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Part  X. Records , Proper ty , Pers onne l , and  Funds

Sec. 1001. Transfer of records, property, personnel, and funds.— 
There are hereby transferred to the respective agencies in which 
functions are vested pursuant to the provisions of this plan, to be 
used, employed, and expended in connection with such functions, 
respectively, or in connection with winding up the outstanding 
affairs of agencies abolished by this plan, (1) the records and property 
now being used or held in connection with such functions, (2) the 
personnel employed in connection with such functions, and (3) the 
unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, or other funds 
available or to be made available for use in connection with such 
functions.

Sec. 1002. Disposition of excess personnel.—Any of the personnel 
transferred under this plan which the transferee agency shall find 
to be in excess of the personnel necessary for the administration of the 
functions transferred to such agency by such plan shall be retransferred 
under existing law to other positions in the Government or separated 
from the service.

Sec. 1003. Dispositions by Director of the Bureau of the Budget.—• 
Such further measures and dispositions as the Director of the Bureau 
of the Budget shall determine to be necessary in order to effectuate 
the provisions of this Part or in order to wind up the outstanding 
affairs relating to agencies or functions abolished by this plan shall 
be carried out in such manner as the Director may direct and by such 
agencies as he may designate.
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