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Surrender by Germany.1 Terms between the United States of America 
and the other Allied Powers and Germany. Signed at Rheims May 7, 
194-5, and at Berlin May 8, 1945; effective May 8, 1945.

May 7,8,1945 
[E. A. S. 502]

1 The texts of the surrender terms printed herein were reproduced photograph-
ically from the signed originals.
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Only thia text in English is authoritative

ACT OP MILITARY SCEmS

io We the undersigned, acting by authority 

of the German High Command, hereby surrender 

unconditionally to the Supreme Commander, Allied. 

Expeditionary Force and simultaneously to the 

Soviet High Command all forces on land, sea, end in 

the air who are at this date under German control®

2. The German High Command will at once 

issue orders to all German military, naval and 

air authorities and to all forces under German 

control to cease active operations at2S$| hour®

Central European time on t^Guu and to

remin in the positions occupied at that time® No 

ship, vessel, or aircraft is to be scuttled, or any 

damage done to their hull, machinery or equipment®

3® The German High Command will at owe 

issue to the appropriate commanders, and ensure 

th© carrying out of any further orders issued by 

th© Supreae Comnander, Allied Expeditionary Force 

and by the Soviet High Command®

4® This act of military surrender is without 

prejudice to, and will be superseded by any 

general instrument of surrender imposed by, or 

on behalf of the United Nations and applicable 

to GEKMANI and the Genaan armed forces as a whole®

1
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5® In the event of the German High Ccrmsand. 

or ary of the forces tader their control failing 

to act in accordance with this Act of Surrender^ 

the Supreme Ccnmander, Allied Expeditionary Force 

and the Soviet High Command will take such punitive 

or other action as they deem appropriate®

day of May# 1945*Signed at

On behalf of the German Coomand*

.3# THS EBESWE 0?

On behalf of ths Soviet 
High Ccsznand*

On behalf of th® SijsreE® Ccmander# 
Allied Expeditionary Force*.

lla-jor General, Trench Army 
(Witness)
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ACT OF MILITARY SURRENDER

1* We the undersigned, acting by authority 

of the German High Command, hereby surrender 

unconditionally to the Supreme Commander, Allied 

Expeditionary Force and simultaneously to the 

Supreme High Command of the Red Army all forces 

on land, at sea, and in the air who are at this 

date under German control*

2* The German High Command will at once 

issue orders to all German military, naval and 

air authorities and to al1 forces under German 

control to cease active operations at 2JO1 hours 

Central European time on 8th May 1945# to remain 

in the positions occupied at that time and to 

disarm completely, handing over their weapons and 

equipment to the local allied commanders or officers 

designated by Representatives of the Allied Supreme 

Commands* No ship, vessel, or aircraft is to be 

scuttled, or any damage done to their hull, 

machinery or equipment^ and also to machines of all 

kinds, armament, apparatus, and all the technical 

means of prosecution of war in general.

1
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3* The German High Command will at once 

issue to the appropriate camanders, and ensure 

the carrying out of any further orders issued by 

the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force; 

and by the Supreme High Command of the Red Army.

4» This act of military surrender is without 

prejudice to, and will be superseded by any general 

instrument of surrender imposed by, or on behalf of 

the United Nations and applicable to GERMANY and 

the German armed, forces as a whole.

5» In the event of the German High Command 

or any of the forces under their control failing 

to act in accordance with this Act of Surrender, 

the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force 

and the Supreme High Cannand of the Red Army will 

take such punitive or other action as they deem 

appropriate®

-2 -
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6. This Act is drawn up in the English, 

Russian and German languages. The Riglish and 

Russian are the only authentic texts.

Signed at day of May, 1945

IN THE PRESENCE OF:

On behalf of the

Red Arty

At the signing also were present as witnesses:

Supreme Consnander
Allied Expeditionary Force

First French Arsy

On behalf of the German High Command
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3. repMancKOe 3epxoBaoa Kom annosaaaa bh *

A8JIMT COOTB6T CTByjOlUaX KOMaHAapOB H oCecne^aT BHnOJIHaHUe 

bcq x  flajibHaJtmux npnKa3 0B,it3flaHHHX BepxcsHhM 1’jiaBHOKOMaa- 

AOBaaaaM Kpacaoil ApMiia is BepxoBHHM KoMaaAOBaHaeM Cokbhhx  

3Kan6AKIJMOHHhX OMJI.

4. 9tot  a kt  ae  HBjiHTBCfl npanaiCTBaeM k saaaeaa 

ero flpyruM raaepajibHHM AOKyMeaioM o KannayjiflHHM,3aK.fljoqea< 

HUM Otf'aAMHeHHlW HaAMfUM MJM OT ax MMeaK,npHMeHKMHM R 

PapuanuM a repMaaoKMM BOopyaaaauM cwnaM b  .ijejiOM.

3y.neT

5. B cuiyyaa, bcjm  HewauKoa BepxoBaoa KoMaHAOBaanS 

hji m KaKwa-jiaGo Boopyseaaue cmj ib .Haxonatnaaaa non ero 

EOUaH,HOB13HM8M, H3 OyAyT ASfiOTBOBaTb b cooteqto tbkk  g  

aniM aKTOM o KaMiyoniiJi, BepxoBHoe KoMaaAOBaaaa Kpacaoii 

ApMnK,a TaKsa BepxoHioe KoMaHAOBaaae Cokj shhx  DKcnaAMAaoH” 

hh x  oka , npaunpHMyr laKae KapaTejibaae uapa, mj ik  gpyraa 

AaiicTBHfl, Koiopas ohk  oo^iyi hgo Cxoakm em Mo

6. Stot  aKT cocTaBJiaH aa aarjia^CKOM, pyccKOM a 

fieMeqKOM HSEKax. Toj ihk o aarJU-iwpKZi-i a pyccsait TeKQTbL 

fiBjuwTCfl ayiaHTa-qatiMH.

3y.neT
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3.-

flOAnHcaHO 8 Maa 1945 rofla b rop. iEPJIilHB#

Ot  KMeHH repwaHCKoro 3epxoBHoro KowaHHOBaHjiss

IIo ynojiHOMowio BepxoBHoro 
KOMaHflyro ,aro CKCTiefldflKOHHauH 
CWJiaMH C0K)3HMK0B

no ynoJiHOMouMB BepxoBHoro 
DiaBHOKOMaHflOBaHHfl KpaoHOft 
ApMJM

rJlABHOrO twAPLAJlA ABnAlO MAPIilAJIA ODBETCKOlO 

r.KYKOBA

Hpa noflndcaHMH TaKaa npwoyTCTBOBana b KaueoTBe 

CBKfleTeJiea:

KouaHflyroiHMfi- CTpaTernqeCKMMH
BoaflyEHHMH cahaMK ClilA ,

rJiaBHOKOMaHflyioinna IpaHiiyscKoft
ApMKeffi
TbREPAJI HEJ1ATP

«a TAGCWHRI

66347°—47—Pt . II----- 75
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KAPITULATIO’ ,'SERKLAERUNG.

lo Win, die hier Unterzeichneten, handelnd in. Vollmacht 

fuer und im Ramen des Oberkommandos der Deutschen Wehrmacht, 

erklaeren hiermit die bedingungslose Kapitulation aller am 

gegenwaertigen Zeitpunkt water deutschem Befehl stehenden 

Oder von Deutschland beherrschten Streitkraefte auf dem Lande, 

auf der See und in der Luft gleichzeitig; gegenueber dem 

Obersten Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions Streitkraefte 

und dem Oberkommando der Roten Axmee.

2. has Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht wird 

unverzueglich alien Behoerden der deutschen Land-,See- und 

Luftstreitkraefte und alien von Deutschland beherrschten 

Streitkraeften den Befehl geben, die Kampfhandlurigen um 23ol 

Uhr Mitteleuxopaeischer Zeit am 8 Mai einzustellen und in den 

Stellungen zu verbleiberi, die sie an diesem Zeitpunkt inne- 

haben und si ch vollstaendig zu entwaffnen, indem sie Waffen 

und Geraete an die oertlichen Alliierten Befehlshaber 

beziehungsweise an die von den Alliierten Vertretern zu 

bestimmenden Offiziere abliefema Kein Schiff, Boot Oder 

Elugzeug irgendeiner Art darf versenkt werden, noch duerfen 

Schiffsruempfe, maschinelle Einrichtungen, Ausruestungsgegen- 

staende, Maschinen irgendwelcher Art, Waffen, Apparaturen, 

technische Gegenstaende, die Kriegszwecken im Allgeaeinen 

dienlich sein koennen, beschaedigt werden.

3. Das Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht wird 

unverzueglich den zustaendigen Befehlshabern alle von dem 

Obersten Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions Streitkraefte 

und dem Oberkommando der Roten Axsaee erlassener zusaetzlichen 

Befehle weitergeben und deren Durchfuehrung sichefstellen.

4. Diese Kapitulationserklaerung ist ohne Praejudiz fuer 

irgandwelche an ihre Stelle tretenden allgemeinen Kapitulations- 

bestimmungen, die durch die Vereinten Nationen und in deren 

Ramen Deutschland'und der Deutschen Wehrmacht auferlegt werden 

moegen.

5« Falls das Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht Oder 

irgendwelche ihm unterstehende Oder von ihm beherrschte 

Streitkraefte es versaeumen sollten, sich gemaess den 

Bestimmungen dieser Kapitulations-Erklaerung zu verhalten.
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2-

werden der Oberste Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions 

Streitkraefte und das Oberkommando der Roten Armee alls 

diejenigen Straf- und anderen Massnahmen ergreifen, die sie 

als zweckmaessig erachten.

6. Diese Erklaerung 1st in englischer, russischer und 

deutscher Sprache abgefasst. Allein massgebend sind dia 

englische und die russische Fassung.

Unterzeichnet zu Mai 1945

Fuer das Oberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht.

In ^egenwart von;

Fuer den Obersten Befehlshaber 
der Alliierten Expeditions- 
Streitkraefte.

Fuer das Oberkommando 
der Roten Armee

Bei der Unterzeichnung waren als Zeugen 
auch. zugegen;

der Ersten jj'ranzoesiscnen Armee
Edmmana^nender ftenejral 
der Strategischen 
LuftstrgAtkraefte der 
Vereinigten Staaten


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-12-30T15:44:39-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




