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Surrender by Germany.! Terms between the United States of America May 7, 8, 1945
and the other Allied Powers and Germany. Signed at Rheims May 7, (5. A8, 50a]
1945, and at Berlin May 8, 1945; effective May 8, 1945.

! The texts of the surrender terms printed herein were reproduced photograph-
ically from the signed originals.
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Only this text in English is authoritative

ACT OF MILITARY SURRENDER

1¢ We the undersigned, acting by authority
of the German High Command, hereby surrender
unconditionally to the Supreme Commendsr, Allied
Expeditionary Force and simultaneocusly to the
Soviet High Command all forces on land; sea, and in
the air who are at this date under German control.
2¢ The German High Command will at once
issue orders to all German military, naval and
air authorities and to all forces under German
control to oease active operstions at 230} hours
Central Eurcpean time on < MG..-J and to
remain in the positions ococupied at that time. No
ship, vessel, or sircraft is to be souttled, or any
damage done to their hull, machinery or eguipment.
3s The German High Command will at once
issue to the appropriate commanders, and ensure
the carrying out of any further orders izmioed by
the Supreme Coammander, Allied Expeditionsry Force
and by the Soviet High Command.
4o This act of military surrender is without
prejudice to, and will be superseded by any
general instrument of surrender imposed by, or
on behalf of the United Nations and applicabls

to GERMANY and the German armed forces as a wholes
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5¢ 1In the event of the German High Command
or any of the forces wder their contral failing
%0 act in accordance with this Act of Surrender,
the Supreme Coamander, Allied Expediticmary Force
and the Soviet High Commend will take such punitive
or other action as they deem appropriate.

L/
Siamda.t/%mlrd-l‘o’/mtho 7 & day of May, 1945
72:1..‘4-!(."_

On behalf of the German High Commands
i /

IN THE FRESENCE

On telalf of the Supreme Coamarder, On behalf of ths Soviet

Allled editiomary Force. Righ Command,
'M % ;/Mgfl {r- ood
P ] 03

LAt =

Muajor General, French Army
{(vitnecs)
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ACT OF WILTTARY SURRENDER

1. We the wndersigned, acting by authority
of the German High Command, hereby surrender
unconditionally to the Supreme Cammander, Allied
Expeditionary Force and simultaneously to the
Supreme High Command of the Red Army all forces
on land, at sea, and in the air who are at this
date under German control.

2. The German High Cammand will at once
issue opders to all German military, naval and
air authorities and to all forces under German
contyrol to cease active operations at 2301 hours
Central European time on 8th May 1945, to remain
in the positions occupied at that time and to
disarm completely, handing over their weapons and
equipment to the local allied cammanders or officers
designated by Representatives of the Allied Supreme
Camands. No ship, vessel, or aircraft is to be
scuttled, or any damage done to their hull,
machinery or equipment, and also to machines of all
kinds, armament, apparatus, and all the technical

means of prosecution of wmar in general.
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3+ The German High Command will at once
issue to the eppropriste conmanders, and ensure
the carrying out of any further orders issued by
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force:
and by the Supreme High Command of the Red Army.

4o This act of military surrender is without
prejudice to, and will be superseded by eny general
instrument of surrender imposed by, or on behalf of
the United Nations and apolicable to GERMANY and
the German armed forces as a whole.

5« In the event of the German High Command
or any of the forces wmder their control failing
to act in accordance with this Act of Surrender,
the Supreme Coammander, Allied Expeditionary Force
and the Supreme High Commard of the Red Army will
take such punitive or other action as they deem
appropriates
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6. This Aet is dramm up in the Englich,
Russian and Germen languages, The Fnglish and
Russian are the only authentic texts,

Signed at ﬂﬂﬂ"fu’“ the Ve day of May, 1945

s B /5\“"‘4/%‘0«{

_On bebalf of the German Righ Command

IN THE PRESENCE OF:
On be of the On behalf of the o
Supreme Commander Supreme Righ C d df the
Allied Expeditionary Force Red Army "E’ L—‘p/ ’

At the signing also were present ms witnesses:

General Commanding in Chief /Ca@é;{ﬁe

First French Army United vutes “t gle Mxr Forces
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3. lepuascwoe JepxoBHos KoManmopaHue HEMoIIeHHO BHe
Jenur CoOTBET CTBYDIMX KOMAHLUPOB ¥ O0SCN&UMT BEMONLHOHUE
BCexX JanbHemuX Nnpurasos,nsjadHEX DepXOSHEEM |18 BHORO MAH =
Jopvanme M KpacHoit Apudu ¥ 3epxosguM Komasgopasmued COmM3HEX

OKONONMIMOHHEL Oui,

4, DTOT aRr H8 COyAeT ABAATHCA NPENATCTBHEM R 3aMOHE
6ro LpYIEM MHepanbHHM OORY MEHTOM O RKanmWTy AAINY4,38RNDYGHw
HuM 00 'anuHed el Hamuaus MiM OT KX MMOHM,NDHMEHMMEM B

Pepuadui ¥ PepMAHOREM BOODYZSHHHM GMNAM B [6JOM,

5. B cuyuae, ecimi HeMeumos BepXomioa {oMaHgosafus
HI¥ RaRM8-IM 00 BOODYZSHHHS CyJk,HAXOLAuMs 0A MoK 810
ROMBHIOBBHMEM , H8 COyAyr M8 lHoTBOBATH B COOTESTCTBUM G
OTUM AKRTOM O RanuTyaanuu, BepxosHoe KomaHgopaHue KpacHoit
ApMum,a Taxxze Depxomoe KoMmasgosaHus CONSHEX CromeQuIHOoH=
HHX oui, NPEIOpUMYT TaRMe KapaTeibHHe MepH, WiK Jpyrda

Ie lioTBUA, KOTODHS OHH COUTYT HHOOXOLUMMEMM,

6., OTOT AKT cOCTABAsH HA AHCAMACKOM, Dy CCROM #

HoMOlUROM RoERaX, TOILRO BHMMIGRMI U DYCORUE TEKCTH

ABNANTCA AYTEHTUUH HMA,
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[oanucano 8 Mas 1945 rojga B rop. LEPJLIHE,
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omm Con3HUROB Apuus
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EAPTTULATIO! SERKLAERUNG.

1. Wir, die hier Unterzeichneten, handelnd in Vollmacht
fuer und im Nemen des Oberkommandos der Deutschen Wehrmacht,
erkleeren hiermit die bedingungslose Kapitulation aller am
gegenwaertigen Zeltpunkt unter deutschem Befehl stehenden
oder von Deutschland beherrschten Streitkraefte auf dem Lande,
auf der See und in der Luft gleichzeitig gegenueber dem
Obersten Befehlshsber der Alliierten Expeditions Streitkraefte
und dem Oberkommando der Roten Armee,

. 2« Das Oberkommendo der Deutschen Wehrmacht wird
unverzueglich allen Behoerden der deutschen Land-,See- und
Luftstreitkraefte und allen von Deutschland beherrschten
Streitkraeften den Befehl geben, die EKampfhandlungen um 230l
Uhr Mitteleuropaeischer Zeit am 8 Msi einzustellen und in den
Stellungen z2u verbleiber, die sle an diesem Zeitpunkt inne-
haben und sich vollsteendig zu entwaffnen, indem sle Waffen
und Geraete an die oertlichen Alliierten Befehlshaber
beziehurgsweise an die von den Alliierten Vertretern zu
bestimnmenden Offiziere abliefern, Kein Schiff, Boot oder
Flugzeug irgendeiner Art darf versenkt werden, nmoch duerfen
Schiffsruempfe, maschinelle Einrichtungen, Ausruestungsgegen=
staende, Maschinen irgendwelcher Art, Waffen, Apparaturen,
technische Gegenstaende, die Kriegszwecken im Allgemeinen
dienlich sein koennen, beschaedigt werden;

3s Das Oberkommendo der Deutschen Wehrmacht wird
unverzueglich den zustesendigen Befehlshabern alle von dem
Obersten Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions Btreitkraefte
und dem Oberkommendo der Roten Armee erlassenen zusa_et:zliche:i
Befehle weitergeben und deren Durchfuehrung sicherstellen,

4e Diese Kapitulationserklaerung ist ohne Praejudiz fuer
irgendwelche an ihre Stelle tretenden allgemeinen Kapitulationse
bestimmungen, die durch die Vereinten Nationen und in deren
Namen Deutschland®und der Deutschen Wehrmacht suferlegt werden
Bnoegen,

5¢ Falls das Cberkommando der Deutschen Wehrmacht cdexr
irgendwelche ihm unterstehende oder von ihm beherrschte
Streitkraefte es versaeumen sollten, sich gemaess den
Bestimmungen dieser EKapitulations-Erklaerung zu verhalten,




59 §Tar.] MULTILATERAL—SURRENDER BY GERMANY—MAY 7, 8, 1945 1867

-

werden der Cberste Befehlshaber der Alliierten Expeditions
Streitkreefte und das Oberkommsndo der Roten Armee alle
diejenigen Straf— und anderen Massnahmen ergreifen,; die sie
gls zweckmaessig erachten,

6. Diese Erklaerung ist in englischer, russischer und
deutscher Sprache abgefasst, Allein massgebend sind die
englische und die russische Fassung.

Untergeichnet zu /bmw/ am 5} Mai 1945

g a5 e

W@W%‘Ww
4

Fuer das Oberkommando dexr Deutschen Vehrmacht,

In &e genwart von:
Fuer den Obersten Befehlshsber Fuer das Oberkommando
der Allijerten Expeditions- der Roten u.}me
Btreitkraefte, sz =
A

Bel der Unterzeichnung waren als Zeugen
auch zugegens:

Aéé;ﬁ’ziﬁ—

Geperal, Oberstkommandierender
der Ersten Franzoesischen Armee

der Btrategischen
Luftst
Vereinigten Staaten
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