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while they have been under our flag, and because they have abun-
dantly demonstrated their will to independence through the proc-
esses mutually agreed upon by the people of the Philippines and the 
Government of the United States, and their will to resist all out-
side invasion and encroachment, which seek to destroy or set aside 
their march to independence, and because they have abundantly 
proved their capacity to govern themselves in an enlightened, pro-
gressive, and democratic manner: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That it is hereby declared 
to be the policy of the Congress that the United States shall drive the 
treacherous, invading Japanese from the Philippine Islands, restore 
as quickly as possible the orderly and free democratic processes of 
government to the Filipino people., and thereupon establish the com-
plete independence of the Philippine Islands as a separate and self- 
governing nation.

Sec . 2. After negotiation with the President of the Commonwealth 
of the Philippines, or the President of the Filipino Republic, the 
President of the United States is hereby authorized by such means as 
he finds appropriate to withhold or to acquire and to retain such bases, 
necessary appurtenances to such bases, and the rights incident thereto, 
in addition to any provided for by the Act of March 24, 1934, as he 
may deem necessary for the mutual protection of the Philippine 
Islands and of the United States.

Sec . 3. In order speedily to effectuate the policy declared in sec-
tion 1, the President of the United States is hereby authorized, after 
proclaiming that constitutional processes and normal functions of 
government have been restored in the Philippine Islands and after 
consultation with the President of the Commonwealth of the Philip-
pines, to advance the date of the independence of the Philippine 
Islands by proclaiming their independence as a separate and self- 
governing nation prior to July 4,1946.

Sec . 4. Meanwhile the resources of the United States, both of men 
and materials, are pledged for continued use to redeem the Philip-
pines from the invader and to speed the day of ultimate and complete 
independence for the people of the Philippine Islands.

Approved June 29, 1944.

[CHAPTER 323]
JOINT RESOLUTION

To amend section 13 of Philippine Independence Act, as amended, establishing 
the Filipino Rehabilitation Commission, defining its powers and duties, and 
for other purposes.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled. That section 13 of the Act 
of March 24, 1934, as amended, is hereby further amended by striking 
out the proviso and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

There shall promptly be held a conference of representatives of the 
Government of the United States and the Government of the Com-
monwealth of the Philippines, such representatives on the part of the 
Government of the United States to consist of three United States 
Senators appointed by the President of the Senate, three Members of 
the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, 
and three persons appointed by the President of the United States, 
and on the part of the Philippines to consist of nine representatives 
to be appointed by the President of the Commonwealth of the Philip-
pines; each appointee shall serve at the pleasure of his appropriate 
appointing authority; the said Commission to be known as the Fili-
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pino Rehabilitation Commission, subject to the following conditions 
and with the following powers and duties:

(a) The members of the Commission shall be appointed not later 
than fifteen days after the passage of this Act. Within ten days 
thereafter the ranking member of the Senate appointees and the rank-
ing member of the Filipino appointees shall jointly call a meeting 
of the Commission to be held in the Capitol of the United States for 
the purpose of organization. In case of death or resignation of a 
member, such vacancy shall be filled by the original appointing power.

(b) The Commission shall investigate all matters affecting post-
war economy, trade, finance, economic stability, and rehabilitation of 
the Philippine Islands, including the matter of damages to public 
and private property and to persons occasioned by enemy attack and 
occupation.

(c) To formulate recommendations based upon such investigations 
and for future trade relations between the United States and the 
independent Philippine Republic when established and to consider the 
extension of the present or heretofore agreed upon trade relations or 
otherwise for a period of years to make adjustments for the period of 
occupancy by the Japanese in order to reestablish trade relations as 
provided for in the original Independence Act.

(d) The Commission is authorized to employ expert legal and 
clerical assistance, to establish offices in the Philippine Islands and in 
the United States, and to make rules and regulations for the trans-
action of its business pertinent to the provisions of this Act.

(e) The Commission shall make annual reports to the President of 
the United States and to the Congress, and to the President and the 
Congress of the Philippines, and more frequently if so desired, and 
make such recommendations from time to time as it deems necessary 
to carry out the purposes and intents of this Act.

(f) The Commission is authorized to fix the salary of all necessary 
expert and clerical assistance, to provide for travel and other expenses 
incident to its labor, and to do all other things pertinent to this Act. 
The annual compensation of the United States members of this Com-
mission, other than those holding official positions under the United 
States Government, shall be on a per diem basis at the rate of $10,000 
per annum. The compensation of the Philippine members of the 
Commission shall be determined by the Government of the Philippine 
Commonwealth. The United States, as herein provided, shall com-
pensate the members of the Commission who represent it, and the 
Commonwealth of the Philippines, or the Filipino Republic, as the 
case may be, shall compensate the members of the Commission 
appointed by it or them. Otherwise, the expenses of the Commission 
shall be equally borne by the United States and the Commonwealth of 
the Philippines, or the Filipino Republic, as the case may be.

Sec . 2. For the purpose of carrying on its duties, there is hereby 
authorized to be appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, such sums as may be necessary.

Approved June 29, 1944.

[CHAPTER 324]
AN ACT

Making appropriations for defense aid (lend-lease), for the participation by the 
United States in the work of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration, and for the Foreign Economic Administration, for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1945, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following
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