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“(c) As used in this joint resolution the term ‘United States’ means 
the several States, the District of Columbia, the Territories, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands.”

Approved March 29, 1944.

[CHAPTER 146]
AN ACT

To promote sustained-yield forest management in order thereby (a) to stabilize 
communities, forest industries, employment, and taxable forest wealth; (b) to 
assure a continuous and ample supply of forest products; and (c) to secure the 
benefits of forests in regulation of water supply and stream flow, prevention of 
soil erosion, amelioration of climate, and preservation of wildlife.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled. That in order to pro-
mote the stability of forest industries, of employment, of communities, 
and of taxable forest wealth, through continuous supplies of timber; 
in order to provide for a continuous and ample supply of forest prod-
ucts; and in order to secure the benefits of forests in maintenance of 
water supply, regulation of stream flow, prevention of soil erosion, 
amelioration of climate, and preservation of wildlife, the Secretary of 
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior are severally authorized 
to establish by formal declaration, when in their respective judgments 
such action would be in the public interest, cooperative sustained-yield 
units which shall consist of federally owned or administered forest 
land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary establishing the unit and, 
in addition thereto, land which reasonably may be expected to be made 
the subject of one or more of the cooperative agreements with private 
landowners authorized by section 2 of this Act.

Sec . 2. The Secretary of Agriculture, with respect to forest land 
under his jurisdiction, and the Secretary of the Interior, with respect 
to forest land under his jurisdiction, are severally authorized, for the 
purposes specified in section 1 of this Act, to enter into cooperative 
agreements with private owners of forest land within a cooperative 
sustained-yield unit, established pursuant to section 1 of this Act, 
providing for the coordinated management of such private forest 
land and of federally owned or administered forest lands within the 
sustained-yield unit involved.

Each cooperative agreement may give the cooperating private land-
owner the privilege of purchasing without competitive bidding at 
prices not less than their appraised value, subject to periodic readjust-
ments of stumpage rates and to such other conditions and requirements 
as the Secretary may prescribe, timber and other forest products from 
federally owned or administered forest land within the unit, in accord-
ance with the provisions of sustained-yield management plans formu-
lated or approved by the Secretary for the unit; shall limit the time, 
rate, and method of cutting or otherwise harvesting timber and other 
forest products from the land of the cooperating private landowner, 
due consideration being given to the character and condition of the 
timber, to the relation of the proposed cutting to the sustained-yield 
plan for the unit, and to the productive capacity of the land; shall pre-
scribe the terms and conditions, but not the price, upon which the 
cooperating private landowner may sell to any person timber and 
other forest products from his land, compliance by the purchaser 
with such conditions to be required by the contract of sale; shall con-
tain such provisions as the Secretary deems necessary to protect the 
reasonable interest of other owners of forest land within the unit; 
and shall contain such other provisions as the Secretary believes neces-
sary to carry out the purposes of this Act.
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Each cooperative agreement shall be placed on record in the county 
or counties in which the lands of the cooperating private landowner 
covered thereby are located, and the costs incident to such recordation 
may be paid out of any funds available for the protection or manage-
ment of federally owned or administered forest land within the unit. 
When thus recorded, the agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, 
successors, and assigns of the owner of such land, and upon purchasers 
of timber or other forest products from such land, throughout the life 
of such cooperative agreement.

Sec . 3. The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior are further severally authorized, whenever in their respective 
judgments the maintenance of a stable community or communities is 
primarily dependent upon the sale of timber or other forest products 
from federally owned or administered forest land and such mainte-
nance cannot effectively be secured by following the usual procedure in 
selling such timber or other forest products, to establish by formal dec-
laration for the purpose of maintaining the stability of such community 
or communities a sustained-yield unit consisting of forest land under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary establishing such unit, to determine 
and define the boundaries of the community or communities for whose 
benefit such unit is created, and to sell, subject to such conditions and 
requirements as the Secretary believes necessary, federally owned or 
administered timber and other forest products from such unit without 
competitive bidding at prices not less than their appraised values, 
to responsible purchasers within such community or communities.

Sec . 4. Each of the said Secretaries is further authorized in his 
discretion to enter into cooperative agreements with the other Secre-
tary, or with any Federal agency having jurisdiction over federally 
owned or administered forest land, or with any State or local agency 
having jurisdiction over publicly owned or administered forest land, 
providing for the inclusion of such land in any coordinated plan of 
management otherwise authorized by the provisions of this Act when 
by such a cooperative agreement he may be aided in accomplishing 
the purposes of this Act; but no federally or publicly owned or admin-
istered forest land not under the jurisdiction of the Secretary estab-
lishing the sustained-yield unit concerned shall be included in any 
such plan except in pursuance of a cooperative agreement made under 
this section.

Sec . 5. Before any sustained-yield unit authorized by section 1 or 
section 3 of this Act shall be established, and before any cooperative 
agreement authorized by section 2 or section 4 of this Act shall be 
entered into, advance notice thereof shall be given by registered mail 
to each land owner whose land is proposed to be included and by 
publication in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the 
vicinity of the place where the timber is located, and the costs incident 
to such publication may be paid out of any funds available for the 
protection or management of the federally owned or administered 
forest land involved. This notice shall state: (1) the location of the 
proposed unit; (2) the name of each proposed cooperator; (3) the 
duration of the proposed cooperative agreement or agreements; (4) 
the location and estimated quantity of timber on the land of each 
proposed cooperator and on the Federal land involved; (5) the expected 
rate of cutting of such timber; and (6) the time and place of a public 
hearing to be held not less than thirty days after the first publication 
of said notice for the presentation of the advantages and disadvantages 
of the proposed action to the community or communities affected.

Before any sale agreement made without competition and involving 
more than $500 in stumpage value of federally owned or administered 
timber shall be entered into under this Act, advance notice thereof
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shall be given by publication once weekly for four consecutive weeks 
in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the vicinity of 
the place where the timber is located, and the costs incident to such 
publication may be paid out of any funds available for the protection 
or management of federally owned or administered forest land within 
the unit concerned. This notice shall state: (1) the quantity and 
appraised value of the timber; (2) the time and place of a public 
hearing to be held not less than thirty days after the first publication 
of said notice if requested by the State or county where the timber 
is located or by any other person deemed to have a reasonable interest 
in the proposed sale or in its terms; and (3) the place where any request 
for a public hearing shall be made. Such requests need be considered 
only if received at the place designated in the notice not later than 
fifteen days after the first publication of such notice. If a request 
for a hearing is received within the time designated, notice of the 
holding of the hearing shall be given not less than ten days before the 
time set for such hearing, in the same manner as provided for the 
original notice.

The determination made by the Secretary having jurisdiction upon 
the proposals considered at any such hearing, which determination 
may include the modification of the terms of such proposals, together 
with the minutes or other record of the hearing, shall be available for 
public inspection during the life of any coordinated plan of manage-
ment or agreement entered into in consequence of such determination.

Sec . 6. In addition to any other remedy available under existing 
law, upon failure of any private owner of forest land which is subject 
to a cooperative agreement entered into pursuant to this Act to comply 
with the terms of such agreement, or upon failure of any purchaser of 
timber or other forest products from such land to comply with the 
terms and conditions required by such agreement to be included in the 
contract of sale, the Attorney General, at the request of the Secretary 
concerned, is authorized to institute against such owner or such pur-
chaser a proceeding in equity in the proper district court of the United 
States, to require compliance with the terms and conditions of said 
cooperative agreement; and jurisdiction is hereby conferred upon said 
district courts to hear and determine such proceedings, to order com-
pliance with the terms and conditions of cooperative agreements 
entered into pursuant to this Act, and to make such temporary and 
final orders as shall be deemed just in the premises. As used in this 
section the term “owner” shall include the heirs, successors, and assigns 
of the landowner entering into the cooperative agreements.

Sec . 7. Whenever used in this Act, the term “federally owned or 
administered forest land” shall be construed to mean forest land in 
which, or in the natural resources of which, the United States has a 
legal or equitable interest of any character sufficient to entitle the 
United States to control the management or disposition of the timber 
or other forest products thereon, except land heretofore or hereafter 
reserved or withdrawn for purposes which are inconsistent with the 
exercise of the authority conferred by this Act; and shall include 
trust or restricted Indian land, whether tribal or allotted, except 
that such land shall not be included without the consent of the 
Indians concerned.

Sec . 8. The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior may severally prescribe such rules and regulations as may be 
appropriate to carry out the purposes of this Act. Each Secretary 
may delegate any of his powers and duties under this Act to other 
officers or employees of his Department.

Sec . 9. Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to abrogate 
or curtail any authority conferred upon the Secretary of Agriculture
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or the Secretary of the Interior by any Act relating to management 
of federally owned or administered forest lands, and nothing con-
tained in any such Acts shall be construed to limit or restrict any 
authority conferred upon the Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary 
of the Interior by this Act.

Sec . 10. Funds available for the protection or management of 
Federally owned or administered forest land within the unit con-
cerned may also be expended in carrying out the purposes of this 
Act, and there are hereby authorized to be appropriated such additional 
sums for the purposes of this Act as the Congress may from time to 
time deem necessary, but such additional sums shall not exceed $150,000 
for the Department of Agriculture and $50,000 for the Department of 
the Interior, for any fiscal year.

Approved March 29, 1944.

[CHAPTER 147]
AN ACT

To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to accept gifts and bequests for the 
United States Naval Academy, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secre-
tary of the Navy is hereby authorized in his discretion to accept, 
receive, hold, administer, and expend gifts and bequests of personal 
property, from individuals or others, for the benefit of, or for use in 
connection with, the United States Naval Academy.

Sec . 2. Gifts or bequests of money or the proceeds from sales 
of other property received as gifts shall be deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States under the title “United States Naval Academy 
general gift fund”, and any funds so deposited shall be subject to dis-
bursement by the Secretary of the Navy for the benefit or use of the 
United States Naval Academy subject to the terms and conditions 
of the acceptance of any particular gift or bequest.

Sec . 3. For the purpose of Federal income, estate and gift taxes, 
gifts and bequests accepted by the Secretary of the Navy under 
authority of this Act shall be deemed to be a gift or bequest to or for 
the use of the United States.

Sec . 4. The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized, upon request 
of the Secretary of the Navy, to invest, reinvest, or retain invest-
ments of the money or securities composing the United States Naval 
Academy general gift fund, or any part thereof, deposited in the 
Treasury pursuant to section 2 of this Act, in securities of the United 
States Government or in securities guaranteed as to principal and 
interest by the United States Government. The interest and profits 
accruing from such securities may be deposited to the credit of the 
United States Naval Academy general gift fund, and will be avail-
able for disbursement as provided in section 2 of this Act.

Approved March 31, 1944.

[CHAPTER 148]
AN ACT

To amend the Act approved March 2, 1895, as amended.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 5 of 
the Act of Congress approved' March 2, 1895 (28 Stat. 807), as 
amended by an Act approved March 8, 1928 (45 Stat. 247), is further 
amended by inserting in the third line of the proviso as it appears
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