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such provisions, and, as an incident thereto, to compensate such person 
for any loss of wages or benefits suffered by reason of such employer’s 
unlawful action. The court shall order a speedy hearing in any such 
case and shall advance it on the calendar. Upon application to the 
United States district attorney or comparable official for the district 
in which such private employer maintains a place of business, by 
any person claiming to be entitled to the benefits of such provisions, 
such United States district attorney or official, if reasonably satisfied 
that the person so applying is entitled to such benefits, shall appear 
and act as attorney for such person in the amicable adjustment of the 
claim or in the filing of any motion, petition, or other appropriate 
pleading and the prosecution thereof to specifically require such 
employer to comply with such provisions: Provided, That no fees or 
court costs shall be taxed against the person so applying for such 
benefits.

Sec . 4. Employees of the United States Government, its Territories 
or possessions, or the District of Columbia (including employers of 
any corporation created under authority of an Act of Congress which 
is either wholly controlled or wholly owned by the United States 
Government, or any corporation, all the stock of which is owned or 
controlled by the United States Government, or any department, 
agency, or establishment thereof, whether or not the employees thereof 
are paid from funds appropriated by Congress), who, subsequent to 
May 1, 1940, shall have entered upon service in the merchant marine, 
shall be entitled to receive, in addition to any pay for such service, 
compensation in their civilian positions covering their accumulated or 
current accrued leave, or to elect to have such leave remain to their 
credit until their return from such service.

Sec . 5. The Administrator, War Shipping Administration, may 
make such rules and regulations as he deems necessary or appropriate 
to carry out the provisions of this Act.

Approved June 23, 1943.

[CHAPTER 143]
AN ACT

To extend the times for commencing and completing the construction of a bridge 
across the Mississippi River at or near Memphis, Tennessee.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the times for 
commencing and completing the construction of a bridge across the 
Mississippi River, at or near Memphis, authorized to be built by the 
Memphis and Arkansas Bridge. Commission by an Act of Congress 
approved August 10, 1939, and heretofore extended by an Act of 
Congress approved September 27, 1940, are further extended two 
and four years, respectively, from August 10, 1942.

Sec . 2. The right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 
expressly reserved.

Approved June 23, 1943.

[CHAPTER 144]
AN ACT

Relating to the use and operation by the United States of certain plants, mines, 
and facilities in the prosecution of the war, and preventing strikes, lock-outs, 
and stoppages of production, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may 
be cited as the “War Labor Disputes Act”.
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DEFINITIONS

Sec . 2. As used in this Act—
(a) The term “person” means an individual, partnership, associa-

tion, corporation, business trust, or any organized group of persons.
(b) The term “war contract” means—

(1) a contract with the United States entered into on behalf 
of the United States by an officer or employee of the Department 
of War, the Department of the Navy, or the United States 
Maritime Commission;

(2) a contract with the United States entered into by the 
United States pursuant to an Act entitled “An Act to promote 
the defense of the United States”;

(3) a contract, whether or not with the United States, for the 
production, manufacture, construction, reconstruction, installa-
tion, maintenance, storage, repair, mining, or transportation of— 

(A) any weapon, munition, aircraft, vessel, or boat;
(B) any building, structure or facility;
(C) any machinery, tool, material, supply, article, or com-

modity; or
(D) any component material or part of or equipment for 

any article described in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) ;
the production, manufacture, construction, reconstruction, instal-
lation, maintenance, storage, repair, mining, or transportation 
of which by the contractor in question is found by the President 
as being contracted for in the prosecution of the war.

(c) The term “war contractor” means the person producing, manu-
facturing, constructing, reconstructing, installing, maintaining, stor-
ing, repairing, mining, or transporting under a war contract or a 
person whose plant, mine, or facility is equipped for the manufacture, 
production, or mining of any articles or materials which may be 
required in the prosecution of the war or which may be useful in 
connection therewith; but such term shall not include a carrier, as 
defined in title I of the Railway Labor Act, or a carrier by air 
subject to title II of such Act.

(d) The terms “employer”, “employee”, “representative”, “labor 
organization”, and “labor dispute” shall have the same meaning as in 
section 2 of the National Labor Relations Act.

POWER OF PRESIDENT TO TAKE POSSESSION OF PLANTS

Sec . 3. Section 9 of the Selective Training and Service Act of 
1940 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following 
new paragraph:

“The power of the President under the foregoing provisions of 
this section to take immediate possession of any plant upon a failure 
to comply with any such provisions, and the authority granted by 
this section for the use and operation by the United States or in its 
interests of any plant of which possession is so taken, shall- also apply 
as hereinafter provided to any plant, mine, or facility equipped for 
the manufacture, production, or mining of any articles or materials 
which may be required for the war effort or which may be useful 
in connection therewith. Such power and authority may be exercised 
by the President through such department or agency of the Gov-
ernment as he may designate, and may be exercised with respect to 
any such plant, mine, or facility whenever the President finds, after 
investigation, and proclaims that there is an interruption of the 
operation of such plant, mine, or facility as a result of a strike or 
other labor disturbance, that the war effort will be unduly impeded
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or delayed by such interruption, and that the exercise of such power 
and authority is necessary to insure the operation of such plant, 
mine, or facility in the interest of the war effort: Provided, That 
whenever any such plant, mine, or facility has been or is hereafter 
so taken by reason of a strike, lock-out, threatened strike, threatened 
lock-out, work stoppage, or other cause, such plant, mine, or facility 
shall be returned to the owners thereof as soon as practicable, but 
in no event more than sixty days after the restoration of the pro-
ductive efficiency thereof prevailing prior to the taking of possession 
thereof: Provided further, That possession of any plant, mine, or 
facility shall not be taken under authority of this section after the 
termination of hostilities in the present war, as proclaimed by the 
President, or after the termination of the War Labor Disputes Act; 
and the authority to operate any such plant, mine, or facility under 
the provisions of this section shall terminate at the end of six months 
after the termination of such hostilities as so proclaimed.”

TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT AT GOVERNMENT-OPERATED PLANTS

Sec . 4. Except as provided in section 5 hereof, in any case in which 
possession of any plant, mine, or facility has been or shall be hereafter 
taken under the authority granted by section 9 of the Selective Train-
ing and Service Act of 1940, as amended, such plant, mine, or facility, 
while so possessed, shall be operated under the terms and conditions 
of employment which were in effect at the time possession of such 
plant, mine, or facility was so taken.

APPLICATION TO WAR LABOR BOARD FOR CHANGE IN TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT 
AT GOVERNMENT-OPERATED PLANTS

Sec . 5. When possession of any plant, mine, or facility has been or 
shall be hereafter taken under authority of section 9 of the Selective 
Training and Service Act of 1940, as amended, the Government agency 
operating such plant, mine, or facility, or a majority of the employees 
of such plant, mine, or facility or their representatives, may apply to 
the National War Labor Board for a change in wages or other terms 
or conditions of employment in such plant, mine, or facility. Upon 
receipt of any such application, and after such hearings and investi-
gations as it deems necessary, such Board may order any changes in 
such wages, or other terms and conditions, which it deems to be fair 
and reasonable and not in conflict with any Act of Congress or any 
Executive order issued thereunder. Any such order of the Board 
shall, upon approval by the President, be complied with by the Gov-
ernment agency operating such plant, mine, or facility.

INTERFERENCE WITH GOVERNMENT OPERATION OF PLANTS

Sec . 6. (a) Whenever any plant, mine, or facility is in the posses-
sion of the United States, it shall be unlawful for any person (1) to 
coerce, instigate, induce, conspire with, or encourage any person, to 
interfere, by lock-out, strike, slow-down, or other interruption, with 
the operation of such plant, mine, or facility, or (2) to aid any such 
lock-out, strike, slow-down, or other interruption interfering with the 
operation of such plant, mine, or facility by giving direction or guid-
ance in the conduct of such interruption, or by providing funds for 
the conduct or direction thereof or for the payment of strike, 
unemployment, or other benefits to those participating therein. No 
individual shall be deemed to have violated the provisions of this 
section by reason only of his having ceased work or having refused 
to continue to work or to accept employment.

Return of property 
to owners.

Termination of au-
thority.

Post, p. 168.

54 Stat. 892.
50 U. S. C. app.

§ 309.
Ante, p. 164.

54 Stat. 892.
50 U. S. C. app. 

§ 309.
Ante, p. 164.

Unlawful acts.

Refusal to work not 
a violation.



166 PUBLIC LAWS—CH. 144—JUNE 25, 1943 [57 Stat .

Penalty.

7 F. R. 237.
56 Stat. 23, 765.
50 U. S. 0., Supp. 

II, app. §§ 901 (a), 
961-971.

Ante, p. 63.

Labor disputes.
Public hearing on 

merits.

Decisions and or-
ders.

52 Stat. 1060; 49 
Stat. 449; 56 Stat. 23, 
765.

29 U. S. C. §§ 201,' 
166; Supp. II, §§ 207, 
211.

50 U. S. C„ Supp. 
II, app. §§ 901-946, 
961-971.

Ante, p. 63.
Post, p. 566.

Attendance of wit-
nesses; production of 
records.

Subpenas.

56 Stat. 177.
50 U. S. C„ Supp.

II, app. § 633.
Disq ualification.

(b) Any person who willfully violates any provision of this section 
shall be subject to a fine of not more than $5,000, or to imprisonment 
for not more than one year, or both.

FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF THE NATIONAL WAR LABOR BOARD

Sec . 7. (a) The National War Labor Board (hereinafter in this 
section called the “Board”), established by Executive Order Num-
bered 9017, dated January 12, 1942, in addition to all powers conferred 
on it by section 1 (a) of the Emergency Price Control Act of 1942, 
and by any Executive order or regulation issued under the provisions 
of the Act of October 2, 1942, entitled “An Act to amend the Emer-
gency Price Control Act of 1942, to aid in preventing inflation, and 
for other purposes”, and by any other statute, shall have the following 
powers and duties:

(1) Whenever the United States Conciliation Service (here-
inafter called the “Conciliation Service”) certifies that a labor 
dispute exists which may lead to substantial interference with 
the war effort, and cannot be settled by collective bargaining or 
conciliation, to summon both parties to such dispute before it 
and conduct a public hearing on the merits of the dispute. If 
in the opinion of the Board a labor dispute has become so serious 
that it may lead to substantial interference with the war effort, 
the Board may take such action on its own motion. At such 
hearing both parties shall be given full notice and opportunity 
to be heard, but the failure of either party to appear shall not 
deprive the Board of jurisdiction to proceed to a hearing and 
order.

(2) To decide the dispute, and provide by order the wages and 
hours and all other terms and conditions (customarily included 
in collective-bargaining agreements) governing the relations 
between the parties, which shall be in effect until further order 
of the Board. In making any such decision the Board shall 
conform to the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938, as amended; the National Labor Relations Act; the Emer-
gency Price Control Act of 1942, as amended; and the Act of 
October 2, 1942, as amended, and all other applicable provisions 
of law; and where no other law is applicable the order of the 
Board shall provide for terms and conditions to govern relations 
between the parties which shall be fair and equitable to employer 
and employee under all the circumstances of the case.

(3) To require the attendance of witnesses and the production 
of such papers, documents, and records as may be material to its 
investigation of facts in any labor dispute, and to issue subpenas 
requiring such attendance or production.

(4) To apply to any Federal district court for an order requir-
ing any person within its jurisdiction to obey a subpena issued 
by the Board; and jurisdiction is hereby conferred on any such 
court to issue such an order.

(b) The Board, by its Chairman, shall have power to issue sub-
penas requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses, and the 
production of any books, papers, records, or other documents, material 
to any inquiry or hearing before the Board or any designated member 
or agent thereof. Such subpenas shall be enforceable in the same 
manner, and subject to the same penalties, as subpenas issued by the 
President under title III of the Second War Powers Act, approved 
March 27, 1942.

(c) No member of the Board shall be permitted to participate in 
any decision in which such member has a direct interest as an officer, 
employee, or representative of either party to the dispute.
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(d) Subsections (a) (1) and (2) shall not apply with respect to 
any plant, mine, or facility of which possession has been taken by the 
United States.

(e) The Board shall not have any powers under this section with 
respect to any matter within the purview of the Railway Labor Act, 
as amended.

NOTICE OF THREATENED INTERRUPTIONS IN WAR PRODUCTION, ETC.

Sec . 8. (a) In order that the President may be apprised of labor 
disputes which threaten seriously to interrupt war production, and in 
order that employees may have an opportunity to express themselves, 
free from restraint or coercion, as to whether they will permit such 
interruptions in wartime—

(1) The representative of the employees of a war contractor, 
shall give to the Secretary of Labor, the National War Labor 
Board, and the National Labor Relations Board, notice of any 
such labor dispute involving such contractor and employees, 
together with a statement of the issues giving rise thereto.

(2) For not less than thirty days after any notice under para-
graph (1) is given, the contractor and his employees shall con-
tinue production under all the conditions which prevailed when 
such dispute arose, except as they may be modified by mutual 
agreement or by decision of the National War Labor Board.

(3) On the thirtieth day after notice under paragraph (1) is 
given by the representative of the employees, unless such dispute 
has been settled, the National Labor Relations Board shall forth-
with take a secret ballot of the employees in the plant, plants, 
mine, mines, facility, facilities, bargaining unit, or bargaining 
units, as the case may be, with respect to which the dispute is 
applicable on the question whether they will permit any such 
interruption of war production. The National Labor Relations 
Board shall include on the ballot a concise statement of the major 
issues involved in the dispute and of the efforts being made and 
the facilities being utilized for the settlement of such dispute. 
The National Labor Relations Board shall by order forthwith 
certify the results of such balloting, and such results shall be open 
to public inspection. The National Labor Relations Board may 
provide for preparing such ballot and distributing it to the 
employees at any time after such notice has been given.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply with respect to any plant, mine, 
or facility of which possession has been taken by the United States.

(c) Any person who is under a duty to perform any act required 
under subsection (a) and who willfully fails or refuses to perform 
such act shall be liable for damages resulting from such failure or 
refusal to any person injured thereby and to the United States.if so 
injured. The district courts of the United States shall have juris-
diction to hear and determine any proceedings instituted pursuant to 
this subsection in the same manner and to the same extent as in the 
case of proceedings instituted under section 24 (14) of the Judicial 
Code.

POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY LABOR ORGANIZATIONS

Sec . 9. Section 313 of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act, 1925 
(U. S. C., 1940 edition, title 2, sec. 251), is amended to read as follows: 

“Sec . 313. It is unlawful for any national bank, or any corporation 
organized by authority of any law of Congress, to make a contribution 
in connection with any election to any political officer, or for any cor-
poration whatever, or any labor organization to make a contribution
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in connection with any election at which Presidential and Vice Presi-
dential electors or a Senator or Representative in, or a Delegate or 
Resident Commissioner to Congress are to be voted for, or for any 
candidate, political committee, or other person to accept or receive 
any contribution prohibited by this section. Every corporation or 
labor organization which makes any contribution in violation of this 
section shall be fined not more than $5,000; and every officer or 
director of any corporation, or officer of any labor organization, who 
consents to any contribution by the corporation or labor organization, 
as the case may be, in violation of this section shall be fined not more 
than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. For 
the purposes of this section ‘labor organization’ shall have the same 
meaning as under the National Labor Relations Act.”

TERMINATION OF ACT

Sec . 10. Except as to offenses committed prior to such date, the 
provisions of this Act and the amendments made by this Act shall 
cease to be effective at the end of six months following the termina-
tion of hostilities in the present war, as proclaimed by the President, 
or upon the date (prior to the date of such proclamation) of the 
passage of a concurrent resolution of the two Houses of Congress 
stating that such provisions and amendments shall cease to be effective.

SEPARABILITY

Sec . 11. If any provision of this Act or of any amendment made 
by this Act, or the application of such provision to any person or 
circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and of such 
amendments, and the application of such provision to other persons 
or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby.

Sam  Rayburn  
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

H A Wallace
Vice President of the United States and 

President of the Senate.

In  the  House  of  Repre sent ative s  of  the  Unite d  State s ,
June 25, 1953.

. The House of Representatives having proceeded to reconsider the 
bill (S. 196) entitled “An Act relating to the use and operation by the 
United States of certain plants, mines, and facilities in the prosecution 
of the war, and preventing strikes, lock-outs, and stoppages of produc-
tion, and for other purposes”, returned by the President of the United 
States with his objections, to the Senate, in which it originated, and 
passed by the Senate on reconsideration of the same, it was

Resolved, That the said bill pass, two-thirds of the House of Repre-
sentatives agreeing to pass the same.

Attest:
South  Trimbl e

Clerk.

I certify that this Act originated in the Senate.
Edwin  A. Halse y

Secretary.
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In  the  Senate  of  the  Unit ed  States , 

June 25 (legislative day, May 2 5 J) 1953
The Senate having proceeded to reconsider the bill (S. 796) entitled 

“An Act relating to the use and operation by the United States of 
certain plants, mines, and facilities in the prosecution of the war, and 
preventing strikes, lock-outs, and stoppages of production, and for 
other purposes”, returned by the President of the United States with 
his objections, to the Senate of the United States, in which it origi-
nated, it was

Resolved, That the said bill pass, two-thirds of the Senate having 
voted in the affirmative.

Attest:
Edwi n A. Halsey

Secretary.
[CHAPTER 145]

AN ACT
Making appropriations for the Executive Office and sundry independent executive 

bureaus, boards, commissions, and offices, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1944, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the follow-
ing sums are appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for the Executive Office and sundry inde-
pendent executive bureaus, boards, commissions, and offices, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1944, namely:

TITLE I

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
COMPENSATION OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT

For compensation of the President of the United States, $75,000.
For compensation of the Vice President of the United States, 

$15,000.
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

Salaries: For personal services in the office of the President, includ-
ing the Secretary to the President, two additional secretaries to the 
President and six administrative assistants to the President at 
$10,000 each; $222,190: Provided, That employees of the executive 
departments and other establishments of the executive branch of the 
Government may be detailed from time to time to the office of the 
President of the United States for such temporary assistance as 
may be deemed necessary.

Contingent expenses: For contingent expenses of The White House 
Office, including stationery, record books, telegrams, telephones, books 
for library, furniture and carpets for offices, automobiles, expenses of 
garage, including labor, special services, and miscellaneous items to 
be expended in the discretion of the President, $47,300.

For printing and binding, $2,700.
Traveling expenses: For traveling and official entertainment 

expenses of the President of the United States, to be expended in his 
discretion and accounted for on bis certificate solely, $30,000.

EXECUTIVE MANSION AND GROUNDS

For the care, maintenance, repair and alteration, refurnishing, 
improvement, heating and lighting, including electric power and

Certificate of Senate.

June 26, 1943 
[H, R, 1762] 

[Public Law 90]
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