
56 Stat .] 77th  CONG., 2d  SESS.—CHS. 530-533—JULY 28, 29,1942 725

to that grade: Provided, That the limitation as to age contained in 
section 1379 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, relating to appoint-
ments of assistant paymasters in the Navy, shall not apply to chief 
ship’s clerks and ship’s clerk who must be not more than thirty-five 
years of age at the time of appointment as assistant paymaster: Pro-
vided further, That the preceding proviso shall not be construed as 
giving any preference in appointment as assistant paymaster other 
than the limitation of age.

Approved, July 28, 1942.
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34 U. S. C. § 61.

[CHAPTER 531]
AN ACT

To amend the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act to permit exchange of land with 
private owners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That subsection 
(c), section 32, of title III of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act 
(Act of July 22, 1937) is hereby amended by adding the following 
proviso at the end of the first sentence thereof: “: Provided, however, 
That an exchange may be made with private owners and with subdivi-
sions or agencies of State governments in any case where the Secretary 
of Agriculture finds that such exchange would not conflict with the 
purposes of the Act, and that the value of the property received in 
exchange is substantially equal to that of the property conveyed.”

Approved, July 28, 1942.
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[CHAPTER 532]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Providing for the filling of a vacancy in the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution of the class other than Members of Congress.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the vacancy in the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, of the class other 
than Members of Congress, caused by the expiration of the term of 
Roland S. Morris, February 20, 1942, be filled by the appointment of 
Roland S. Morris, a citizen of Pennsylvania, to succeed himself, for 
the statutory term of six years.

Approved, July 28, 1942.
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[H. J. Res. 285] 

[Public Law 684]

Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

Roland S. Morris, 
reappointment to 
Board of Regents.

[CHAPTER 533]
AN ACT

To amend the Act entitled “An Act to provide compensation for employees of 
the United States suffering injuries while in the performance of their duties, 
and for other purposes”, as amended.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 42 of 
the Act entitled “An Act to provide compensation for employees of 
the United States suffering injuries while in the performance of their 
duties, and for other purposes”, as amended, be, and it is hereby, 
amended by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph:

“The minimum limit on the monthly compensation for disability 
as established by section 6 and the minimum limit on the monthly pay 
on which death compensation is to be computed as established by 
clause (K) of section 10, shall not apply in the case of employees 
of the United States who are not citizens of the United States, or of

July 29, 1942 
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any class or classes of such noncitizen employees, who sustain injury 
outside of the United States: Provided, That the Commission may 
in its discretion establish a minimum monthly pay on which death 
compensation shall be computed in the case of any class or classes of 
such noncitizen employees. The Commission is further authorized, in 
its discretion, to arrange and provide for the making of initial pay-
ments of compensation and the initial furnishing of other benefits 
provided in this Act in the cases of employees injured outside of the 
United States, by any officer or agent of the United States designated 
by the Commission for such purpose in the locality in which the 
employee was employed or the injury occurred. The provisions of 
this paragraph shall apply also in the cases of citizens of Puerto Rico, 
except those citizens of the United States who by residence have 
acquired or shall acquire citizenship in Puerto Rico under the 
provisions of section 733 (a) of title 48, United States Code.”

Approved, July 29, 1942.

July 29,1942 
[H. R. 6071] _ 
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[CHAPTER 534]
AN ACT

To grant a preference right to certain oil and gas lessees.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That upon the 
expiration of the five-year term of any noncompetitive oil and gas 
lease issued pursuant to the provisions of the Act of August 21, 1935 
(49 Stat. 674), amending the Act of February 25, 1920, and main-
tained in accordance with the applicable statutory requirements and 
regulations, the record title holder shall be entitled to a preference 
right over others to a new lease for the same land pursuant to the 
provisions of section 17 of the Act of February 25, 1920, as amended, 
and under such rules and regulations as are then in force, if he shall 
file an application therefor within ninety days prior to the date of 
the expiration of the lease. The preference right herein granted shall 
not apply to lands which on the date of the expiration of a lease are 
within the known geologic structure of a producing oil or gas field.

Sec . 2. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to make a com-
promise settlement of any claim for accrued rental under a lease 
issued pursuant to the provisions of section 13 of such Act of Febru-
ary 25, 1920, as amended, in any case in which he determines that it 
would be financially beneficial to the United States to make such a 
compromise settlement or in any case in which he determines that 
collection of the full amount of such accrued rental from the lessee 
is inadvisable because of the lessee’s financial resources being limited.

Approved, July 29, 1942.

July 29, 1942 
[H. R. 7188] 

[Public Law 687]
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[CHAPTER 536]
AN ACT

To amend the Canal Zone Code.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second 
paragraph of section 92 of title 2 of the Canal Zone Code, approved 
June 19,1934, is hereby amended to read as follows:

“On and after July 1, 1932, no employee to whom this article 
applies who shall have reached the retirement age prescribed for 
automatic separation from the service, shall be continued in such
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