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Proclai ming  a  National  Emergency  in  Connect ion  With  the  

Obser vanc e , Safegua rding , and  Enforcement  of  Neutrali ty  
and  the  Strengthe ning  of  the  National  Defense  Wit hin  the  
Limi ts  of  Peace -Time  Authorizati ons

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS a proclamation issued by me on September 5, 1939, 
proclaimed the neutrality of the United States in the war now un-
happily existing between certain nations; and

WHEREAS this state of war imposes on the United States certain 
duties with respect to the proper observance, safeguarding, and en-
forcement of such neutrality, and the strengthening of the national 
defense within the limits of peace-time authorizations; and

WHEREAS measures required at this time call for the exercise of 
only a limited number of the powers granted in a national emergency:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, do proclaim that a national 
emergency exists in connection with and to the extent necessary for 
the proper observance, safeguarding, and enforcing of the neutrality 
of the United States and the strengthening of our national defense 
within the limits of peace-time authorizations. Specific directions 
and authorizations will be given from time to time for carrying out 
these two purposes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the United States of America to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this eighth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, 

[seal ] and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred and sixty-fourth.

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
By the President:

Cordell  Hull
Secretary off State.

September 8, 1939 
[No. 2352]
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Proclaimi ng  the  Neutrali ty  of  the  United  States  in  the  War  
Between  Germany , on  the  One  Hand , and  the  Union  of  
South  Afri ca , on  the  Other  Hand

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS a state of war unhappily exists between Germany, on 

the one hand, and the Union of South Africa, on the other hand;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Presi-

dent of the United States of America, in order to preserve the neu-
trality of the United States and of its citizens and of persons within its 
territory and jurisdiction, and to enforce its laws and treaties, and in 
order that all persons, being warned of the general tenor of the laws 
and treaties of the United States in this behalf, and of the law of 
nations, may thus be prevented from any violation of the same, do 
hereby declare and proclaim that all of the provisions of my procla-
mation of September 5,1939, proclaiming the neutrality of the United 
States in a war between Germany and France; Poland; and the United 
Kingdom, India, Australia and New Zealand apply equally in respect 
to the Union of South Africa.

September 8,1939 
[No. 2353]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 

caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed.
DONE at the city of Washington this 8th day of September, in the 

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and of 
[seal ] the Independence of the United States of America the one 

hundred and sixty-fourth.
FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

By the President:
Corde ll  Hull

Secretary of State.

Export  of  Arms , Amm uniti on , and  Impl ements  of  War  to  the  
Union  of  South  Afri ca
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September 8, 1939 
[No. 2354]
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS section 1 of the joint resolution of Congress approved 

May 1, 1937, amending the joint resolution entitled “Joint resolution 
providing for the prohibition of the export of arms, ammunition, and 
implements of war to belligerent countries; the prohibition of the 
transportation of arms, ammunition, and implements of war by vessels 
of the United States for the use of belligerent states; for the registra-
tion and licensing of persons engaged in the business of manufacturing, 
exporting, or importing arms, ammunition, or implements of war; 
and restricting travel by American citizens on belligerent ships during 
war”, approved August 31, 1935, as amended February 29, 1936, 
provides in part as follows:

“Whenever the President shall find that there exists a state of 
war between, or among, two or more foreign states, the President 
shall proclaim such fact, and it shall thereafter be unlawful to 
export, or attempt to export, or cause to be exported, arms, 
ammunition, or implements of war from any place in the United 
States to any belligerent state named in such proclamation, or to 
any neutral state for transshipment to, or for the use of, any 
such belligerent state.”

AND WHEREAS it is further provided by section 1 of the said 
joint resolution that

“The President shall, from time to time, by proclamation, ex-
tend such embargo upon the export of arms, ammunition, or 
implements of war to other states as and when they may become 
involved in such war.”

Ante, p. 2635.

Officers to prevent 
violations.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President 
of the United States of America, acting under and by virtue of the 
authority conferred upon me by the said joint resolution, do hereby 
proclaim that all of the provisions of my proclamation of September 5, 
1939, in regard to the export of arms, ammunition, and implements of 
war to France; Germany; Poland; and the United Kingdom, India, 
Australia, and New Zealand, henceforth apply to the Union of South 
Africa.

And I do hereby enjoin upon all officers of the United States, charged 
with the execution of the laws thereof, the utmost diligence in pre-
venting violations of the said joint resolution, and this my proclama-
tion issued thereunder, and in bringing to trial and punishment any 
offenders against the same.
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