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the Municipal Center as may be set apart for such purpose, and, to 
aid in the collection of such fees and charges and the enforcement 
of such regulations, the Commissioners may install mechanical 
parking meters or devices.

Sec . 3. The Commissioners of the District of Columbia are fur-
ther authorized to prescribe reasonable penalties of fine not to exceed 
$25 or imprisonment not to exceed ten days for the violation of any 
regulation promulgated under the authority of this Act.

Approved, June 6, 1940.
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[CHAPTER 254]
AN ACT

To amend an Act entitled “An Act to establish a Board of Indeterminate Sentence 
and Parole for the District of Columbia and to determine its functions, and for 
other purposes”, approved July 15, 1932, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 
2 of the Act entitled “An Act to establish a Board of Indeterminate 
Sentence and Parole for the District of Columbia and to determine 
its functions, and for other purposes”, approved July 15, 1932, be, 
and the same is hereby, amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 2. The Board of Indeterminate Sentence and Parole shall, 
subject to the approval of the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, appoint an executive secretary, and parole officers, one 
of whom may be designated as the chief parole officer, and other 
employees, in such number as shall be appropriated therefor by 
Congress from time to time. It shall be the duty of such officers, 
subject to the discretion and control of said Board, to perform such 
duties and exercise such authority as the Board may direct. The 
salaries of said executive secretary, parole officers, and other 
employees shall be fixed in accordance with the Personnel Classifica-
tion Act of 1923, as amended. Appropriations are hereby authorized 
for the payment of the salaries of said executive secretary, said 
parole officers, and other employees, the actual and necessary travel-
ing expenses of the members of the Board, said executive secretary, 
and said parole officers, and all other necessary expenses incurred 
in the administration of this Act. Until appropriations as herein 
authorized are made therefor, all said salaries and expenses shall 
continue to be paid out of the appropriations for the penal institu-
tions as now authorized by law.”

Sec . 2. (a) Section 3 of said Act, approved July 15, 1932, is 
hereby amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 3. That hereafter, in imposing sentence on a person convicted 
in the District of Columbia of a felony, the justice or judge of the 
court imposing such sentence shall sentence the person for a maximum 
period not exceeding the maximum fixed by law and for a minimum 
period not exceeding one-third of the maximum sentence imposed, 
and any person so convicted and sentenced may be released on parole 
as herein provided at any time after having served the minimum 
sentence. Where the maximum sentence imposed is life imprison-
ment, a minimum sentence shall be imposed which shall not exceed 
fifteen years’ imprisonment. Nothing in this Act shall abrogate the 
power of the justice or judge to sentence a convicted prisoner to the 
death penalty as now or hereafter may be provided by law.”

(b) For any felony committed before this amendatory Act takes 
effect, the penalty, sentence, or forfeiture provided by law for such 
felony at the time such felony was committed shall remain in full 
force and effect and shall be imposed, notwithstanding this Act.
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Sec . 3. Section 4 of said Act, approved July 15, 1932, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 4. That whenever, within the limitations of section 3 of this 
Act, it shall appear to the Board of Indeterminate Sentence and 
Parole, from the reports of the prisoner’s work and conduct which 
may be received in accordance with the rules and regulations pre-
scribed, and from the study and examination made by the Board itself, 
that any prisoner serving an indeterminate sentence is fitted by his 
training for release, that there is a reasonable probability that such a 
prisoner will live and remain at liberty without violating the law, 
and that in the opinion of the Board such release is not incompatible 
with the welfare of society, said Board of Indeterminate Sentence and 
Parole may, in its discretion, authorize the release of such prisoner on 
parole, and he shall be allowed to go on parole, outside of said prison, 
and in the discretion of the Board to return to his home, or to such 
other place as the Board may indicate, upon such terms and condi-
tions, including personal reports from said paroled prisoner, as said 
Board of Indeterminate Sentence and Parole shall prescribe, and to 
remain, while on parole, in the legal custody and under the control of 
the Attorney General of the United States or his authorized repre-
sentative until the expiration of the maximum of the term or terms 
specified in his sentence, without regard to good-time allowance, and 
the said Board shall in every parole fix the limits of the residence of 
such person paroled: Provided, however, That the conditions 
prescribed and the residential limits may be thereafter changed or 
modified as the Board in its judgment may determine.”

Sec . 4. Section 5 of said Act, approved July 15, 1932, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 5. If said Board of Indeterminate Sentence and Parole, or 
any member thereof, shall have reliable information that a prisoner 
has violated his parole, said Board or any member thereof, at any 
time within the term or terms of the prisoner’s sentence, may issue a 
warrant to any officer hereinafter authorized to execute the same for 
the retaking of such prisoner. Any officer of the District of Columbia 
penal institutions, any officer of the Metropolitan Police Department 
of the District of Columbia, or any Federal officer authorized to serve 
criminal process within the United States to whom such warrant 
shall be delivered is authorized and required to execute such warrant 
by taking such prisoner and returning or removing him to the penal 
institution of the District of Columbia from which he was paroled 
or to such penal or correctional institution as may be designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States.”

Sec . 5. Section 6 of said Act, approved July 15, 1932, is hereby 
amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

“In the event said prisoner is removed to a penal or correctional 
institution designated by the Attorney General, the Board of Parole, 
created by the Act of Congress entitled ‘An Act to amend an Act 
providing for the parole of United States prisoners, approved June 
25, 1910, as amended’, approved May 13, 1930, shall have and exer-
cise the same power and authority over such prisoner as the Board 
of Indeterminate Sentence and Parole would have had such prisoner 
been returned to a penal institution of the District of Columbia, 
including the power to revoke his parole.”

Sec . 6. (a) Section 8 of said Act, approved July 15,1932, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 8. Any person committed to a penal institution of the District 
of Columbia who escapes or attempts to escape therefrom or from 
the custody of any officer thereof or any other officer or employee 
of the District of Columbia, or any person who procures, advises, 
connives at, aids, or assists in such escape or conceals any such
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prisoner after such escape, shall be guilty of an offense and upon 
conviction thereof in any court of the United States shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than five years, said sentence to begin, 
if the convicted person be an escaped prisoner, upon the expiration 
of the original sentence.”

(b) This amendment of section 8 of said Act approved July 15, 
1932, shall not have the effect to release or extinguish any punish-
ment, penalty, or liability incurred under such section, and such 
section as originally enacted shall be treated as still remaining in 
force for the purpose of sustaining any proper prosecution for the 
violation of such section committed prior to the passage of this 
amendatory Act.

Seo . 7. (a) The proviso to section 9 of said Act approved July 15, 
1932, is hereby amended to read as follows: “Provided, however, That 
in the case of any prisoner convicted of two or more crimes other 
than a felony, including violations of municipal regulations and 
ordinances and Acts of Congress in the nature of municipal regula-
tions and ordinances, when the aggregate of the sentences imposed 
is in excess of one year, said Board of Indeterminate Sentence and 
Parole may parole said prisoner, under the provisions of this Act, 
after said prisoner has served one-third of the aggregate sentence 
imposed.”

(b) In the case of a prisoner convicted of misdemeanors com-
mitted prior to the effective date of this amendatory Act, when the 
aggregate sentence imposed is in excess of one year, and in the case 
of a prisoner convicted of felony committed prior to the effective 
date of said Act approved July 15, 1932, said Board of Indeterminate 
Sentence and Parole may parole said prisoner under the provisions 
of said Act approved July 15, 1932, as amended, after said prisoner 
has served one-fifth of the sentence imposed.

Sec . 8. Said Act approved July 15, 1932, is further amended by 
adding at the end thereof a new section to be numbered 11 and to 
read as follows:

“Sec . 11. All prisoners convicted in the District of Columbia for 
any offense, including violations of municipal regulations and ordi-
nances and Acts of Congress in the nature of municipal regulations 
and ordinances, shall be committed, for their terms of imprisonment, 
and to such types of institutions as the court may direct, to the cus-
tody of the Attorney General of the United States or his authorized 
representative, who shall designate the places of confinements where 
the sentences of all such persons shall be served. The Attorney Gen-
eral may designate any available, suitable, and appropriate institu-
tions, whether maintained by the District of Columbia Government, 
the Federal Government, or otherwise, or whether within or without 
the District of Columbia. The Attorney General is also authorized 
to order the transfer of any such person from one institution to 
another if, in his judgment, it shall be for the well-being of the 
prisoner or relieve overcrowding or unhealthful conditions in the 
institution where such prisoner is confined, or for other reasons.”

Sec . 9. (a) Where a justice or a judge of the District Court of the 
United States for the District of Columbia has imposed or shall 
impose a life sentence on a prisoner convicted of a felony committed 
before this amendatory Act takes effect such prisoner shall be eligible 
to parole under the provisions of said Act approved July 15, 1932, 
as amended, after having served fifteen years of his life sentence.

(b) Where a justice or judge of the district court of the United 
States has imposed or shall impose a sentence for a definite term of 
imprisonment on a prisoner convicted of a felony committed before 
this amendatory Act takes effect, such prisoner shall be eligible to
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parole under the provisions of said Act approved July 15, 1932, as 
amended, after having served one-third of the sentence imposed.

Sec . 10. Section 937 of the Act entitled “An Act to establish a code 
of law for the District of Columbia”, approved March 3, 1901, is 
hereby amended to read as follows:

“Seo . 937. Deduction  for  Good  Conduct .—All persons sentenced to 
and imprisoned in the jail or in the workhouse of the District of 
Columbia and confined there for a term of one month or longer who 
conduct themselves so that no charge of misconduct shall be sustained 
against them shall have a deduction upon a sentence of not more than 
one year of five days for each month; upon a sentence of more than 
one year and less than three years, six days for each month; upon a 
sentence of not less than three years and less than five years, seven 
days for each month; upon a sentence of not less than five years and 
less than ten years, eight days for each month; and upon a sentence 
of ten years or more, ten days for each month, and shall be entitled 
to their discharge so much the earlier upon the certificate of the 
superintendent of the Washington Asylum and Jail for those con-
fined in the jail, and upon the certificate of the superintendent of the 
workhouse for those confined in the workhouse, of their good con-
duct during their imprisonment. When a prisoner has two or more 
sentences the aggregate of his several sentences shall be the basis 
upon which his deduction shall be estimated,”

Approved, June 6, 1940.
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[CHAPTER 255]
AN ACT

To amend the Act entitled “An Act to provide books for the adult blind”, approved 
March 3, 1931.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act 
entitled “An Act to provide books for the adult blind”, approved 
March 3, 1931, as amended (U. S. C., 1924 edition, Supp. IV, title 
2, sec. 135a), is amended by striking out the figures “$275,000”, wher-
ever occurring therein, and inserting in lieu thereof the figures 
“$350,000”, and by striking out the figures “$175,000” and inserting 
in lieu thereof the figures “$250,000”.

Approved, June 6, 1940.
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[CHAPTER 256]
AN ACT

To extend the times for commencing and completing the construction of a rail-
road bridge across the Missouri River at or near Randolph, Missouri.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the times 
for commencing and completing the construction of the railroad 
bridge and approaches thereto across the Missouri River at or near 
Randolph, Missouri, authorized to be constructed, maintained and 
operated by Frank O. Lowden, James E. Gorman, and Joseph B. 
Fleming, trustees of the estate of The Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific Railway Company, their successors and assigns, by an Act 
of Congress approved August 7, 1939, are hereby extended two 
and four years, respectively, from August 7, 1940.

Sec . 2. The right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 
expressly reserved.

Approved, June 6, 1940.
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