
122353 Stat .] 76th  CONG., 1st  SESS—CH. 501—AUG. 7, 1939

[CHAPTER 501]
AN ACT

To provide for the administration of the United States courts, and for other 
purposes.

Be It enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Judicial 
Code is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof a new chapter 
to be numbered XV and entitled “The Administration of the United 
States Courts”, as follows:
“Chapte r  XV—The  Administration  of  the  United  States  Courts

“Seo . 302. There shall be at the seat of government an establish-
ment to be known as the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts, with a Director at the head thereof who shall be appointed 
by the Supreme Court of the United States and hold office at the 
pleasure of and be subject to removal by the aforesaid Court. There 
shall be in said establishment an Assistant Director, to be appointed 
and hold office in like manner, who shall perform such duties as may 
be assigned to him by the Director and, during the absence or inca-
pacity of the Director or during a vacancy in that office, shall act as 
Director. The Director and Assistant Director shall receive annual 
salaries of $10,000 and $7,500, respectively. The Director shall cause 
a seal of office to be made for the said establishment of such design 
as the Supreme Court of the United States shall approve, and 
judicial notice shall be taken of the said seal.

“Seo . 303. The Director, with the approval of the Supreme Court, 
shall have authority, subject to the civil-service laws, to appoint 
such employees as are deemed necessary to perform the functions 
and duties vested in said establishment by this chapter, and the 
Director shall fix their compensation according to the Classification 
Act of 1923, as amended. During his term of office or employment, 
no officer or employee of said establishment shall engage directly or 
indirectly in the practice of law in any of the courts of the United 
States.

“Seo . 304. The Director shall be the administrative officer of the 
United States courts and shall have charge, under the supervision 
and direction of the conference of senior circuit judges, of—

“(1) All administrative matters relating to the offices of the clerks 
and other clerical and administrative personnel of the courts, but 
nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed as affecting the 
authority of the courts to appoint their administrative or clerical 
personnel, or the authority of the Attorney General respecting United 
States marshals and their deputies, United States attorneys and their 
assistants;

“(2) Examining the state of the dockets of the various courts and 
securing information as to their needs for assistance, if any, and the 
preparation of statistical data and reports of the business transacted 
by the courts, and promptly transmitting the information so obtained 
quarterly to the senior circuit judges of the respective circuits, to the 
end that proper action may be taken with respect thereto, but inspec-
tions of the dockets of the courts outside the continental United 
States shall be made through officials of the United States Govern-
ment residing within the jurisdiction,'respectively, of the said courts;

“(3) The disbursement, directly and through the several United 
States marshals as now provided by law, of the moneys appropriated 
for the maintenance, support, and operation of the courts;

“(4) The purchase, exchange, transfer, and distribution of equip-
ment and supplies;
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“(5) The examination and audit of vouchers and accounts of the 
officials and employees covered by this chapter;

“(6) The providing of accommodations for the use of the courts 
and the various officials and employees covered by this chapter; and

“(7) Such other matters as may be assigned to him by the Supreme 
Court and the conference of the senior circuit judges. The clerks 
of the district courts, their deputies and assistants, and all other em-
ployees of said courts shall comply with any and all requests made 
by the Director or one of his assistants for information and statistical 
data bearing on the state of the dockets of such courts.

“Sec . 305. The Director, under the supervision of the conference 
of senior circuit judges, shall prepare and submit annually to the 
Bureau of the Budget estimates of the expenditures and appropria-
tions necessary for the maintenance and operation of the United States 
courts and the administrative office of the United States courts, and 
such supplemental and deficiency estimates as may be required from 
time to time for the same purposes, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Budget and Accounting Act. Such estimates in respect of the 
circuit courts of appeals, the district courts of the United States, and 
the courts hereinafter referred to in the Territories and possessions, 
and of the administrative office shall be approved by the conference of 
senior circuit judges before their presentation to the Bureau of the 
Budget. Such estimates in respect to the United States Court of 
Customs and Patent Appeals, the Court of Claims, and the United 
States Customs Court shall be approved by the judges of such courts, 
respectively, before submission to the Bureau of the Budget. All 
estimates so submitted shall be included in the Budget without revi-
sion (but subject to the recommendations of the Bureau of the Budget 
thereon), in the same manner as is provided for the estimates of the 
Supreme Court by section 201 of said Act. The Director shall sub-
mit annually to the conference of senior circuit judges a report of 
the activities of the administrative office and of the state of business 
of the courts, together with the statistical data compiled and sub-
mitted by him to the senior circuit judges as provided by clause 2 
of section 304, with his recommendations. Such report shall be filed 
at least two weeks prior to the annual meeting of the conference, and 
a copy thereof shall also be filed with the Congress and with the 
Attorney General. Such report shall be a public document.

“Sec . 306. To the end that the work of the district courts shall be 
effectively and expeditiously transacted, it shall be the duty of the 
senior circuit judge of each circuit to call at such time and place as he 
shall designate? but at least twice in each year, a council composed 
of the circuit judges for such circuit, who are hereby designated a 
council for that purpose, at which council the senior circuit judge 
shall preside. The senior judge shall submit to the council the quar-
terly reports of the Director required to be filed by the provisions of 
section 304, clause (2), and such action shall be taken thereon by the 
council as may be necessary. It shall be the duty of the district judges 
promptly to carry out the directions of the council as to the adminis-
tration of the business of their respective courts. Nothing contained 
in this section shall affect the provisions of existing law relating to 
the assignment of district judges to serve outside of the districts for 
which they, respectively, were appointed.

“Sec . 307. A conference shall be held annually in each judicial cir-
cuit, at such time and place, as shall be designated by the senior 
circuit judge thereof, which conference shall be composed of circuit 
and district judges in such circuit who reside within the continental 
United States, with participation in such conference on the part of 
members of the bar under rules to be prescribed by the circuit courts



53' Stat .] 76th  CONG., 1st  SESS.—CH. 501—AUG. 7, 1939 1225

of appeals, for the purpose of considering the state of the business of 
the courts and advising ways and means of improving the adminis-
tration of justice within the circuit. The senior circuit judge and 
each judge summoned and attending such conferences shall be allowed 
his actual expenses of travel and his necessary expenses for subsist-
ence, not to exceed $10 per day, which payments shall be made by 
the United States marshal for the district in which the conference 
is held, upon the written certificate of the judge incurring such 
expenses.

“Sec . 308. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the several 
United States circuit courts of appeals, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia, the several district courts of the 
United States in the continental United States, the Court of Claims, 
the United States Court of Customs and Patent Appeals, the United 
States Customs Court, the District Court for the District of Alaska, 
the District Court for the District of Hawaii, the District Court of 
the United States for Puerto Rico, the United States District Court 
for the District of the Canal Zone, the District Court of the Virgin 
Islands, and the United States Court for China. The term ‘courts’ 
as used in this chapter means the courts specified in this section. The 
term ‘continental United States’ as used in this chapter means the 
States of the Union and the District of Columbia. For the purposes 
of this chapter, the District of Columbia shall be deemed to be a 
judicial circuit. The chief justice of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia shall have the duties, powers, 
and authority of the senior circuit judge for such circuit, and the 
associate justices of the United States Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia shall have the duties, powers, and authority of 
circuit judges for such circuit.”

Sec . 2. The following quoted provision of the Act making 
appropriations for the Departments of State and Justice, and for 
the Department of Commerce (H. R. 6392) for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1940, approved June 29, 1939, Public Act Numbered 156, 
Seventy-sixth Congress, first session, to wit: “That no part of this 
appropriation shall be used to defray the salary or expenses of any 
probation officer whose work fails to comply with the official orders, 
regulations, and probation standards promulgated by the Attorney 
General: Provided further, That no funds herein appropriated shall 
be used to defray the salary or expenses of any probation officer 
unless the district judge shall have so far as possible required the 
appointee to conform with the qualifications prescribed by the Attor-
ney General: Provided further, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to abridge the right of the district judges to appoint 
probation officers, or to make such orders as may be necessary to 
govern probation officers in their own courts:” is hereby repealed.

Sec . 3. Those employees of the Department of Justice engaged 
in the audit of accounts and vouchers referred to in section 304 of 
the Judicial Code shall, as far as practicable, be transferred to the 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts. In such event, 
the appropriations available for the current fiscal year, from which 
such employees are paid, shall be apportioned between the Depart-
ment of Justice and the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts, on the basis of duties transferred to the latter office. All 
records, documents, and papers relating to the audit of accounts 
referred to in section 304 of the Judicial Code shall be transferred 
from the Department of Justice to the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts.
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Judicial Code for the current fiscal year, and all unexpended appro-
priations covering judicial personnel as specified in section 304 (1) 
of the Judicial Code, including appropriations for the salaries of 
justices and judges who have retired or who have resigned under the 
provisions of section 260 of the Judicial Code (U. S. C., title 28, sec. 
375), are hereby transferred to the control of the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts.

Sec . 5. All powers and duties now conferred or imposed by law 
upon the Department of Justice or the Attorney General, relating 
to the administrative audit of the accounts and vouchers referred to 
in section 304 of the Judicial Code, are hereby transferred to and 
vested in the Administrative Office of the United States Courts.

Sec . 6. All administrative powers and duties now conferred or 
imposed by law upon the Department of Justice or the Attorney 
General, respecting clerks of courts, deputy clerks of courts and 
clerical assistants, law clerks, secretaries, and stenographers to the 
judges, and librarians in charge of libraries of the courts, and such 
other employees of the courts not excluded by section 304 of chapter 
XV as hereinbefore set forth, are hereby vested in the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts.

Sec . 7. This Act shall take effect ninety days after its approval. 
Approved, August 7, 1939.
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[CHAPTER 502]
AN ACT

To amend an Act entitled “An Act to provide for the complete independence of 
the Philippine Islands, to provide for the adoption of a constitution and a form 
of government for the Philippine Islands, and for other purposes”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 6 of 
the Act of March 24, 1934, entitled “An Act to provide for the com-
plete independence of the Philippine Islands, to provide for the 
adoption of a constitution and a form of government for the Philip-
pine Islands, and for other purposes” (48 Stat. 456), is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 6. During the period beginning January 1, 1940, and ending 
July 3, 1946, trade relations between the United States and the 
Philippines shall be as now provided by law, subject to the following 
exceptions:

“(a) On and after January 1, 1941, the Philippine Government 
shall impose and collect an export tax on every Philippine article 
shipped from the Philippines to the United States, except as other-
wise specifically provided in this section. Said tax shall be com-
puted in the manner hereinafter set forth in this subsection and in 
subsection (c) of this section. During the period January 1, 1941, 
through December 31, 1941, the export tax on every such article 
shall be 5 per centum of the United States duty; on each succeeding 
January 1 thereafter the export tax shall be increased progressively 
by an additional 5 per centum of the United States duty, except that 
during the period January 1, 1946, through July 3, 1946, the export 
tax shall remain at 25 per centum of the United States duty.

“(b) (1) No export tax described in subsection (a) of this section 
shall be imposed or collected upon any Philippine article of a class 
or kind in respect of which a quota is established by subdivision (3) 
of this subsection, nor upon copra or manila (abaca) fiber not dressed 
or manufactured in any manner.
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