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[CHAPTER 69]

AN ACT
To amend section 35 of the Criminal Code, as amended (U. S. C., title 18, sec. 82), 

relating to purloining, stealing, or injuring property of the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 35 
of the Criminal Code of the United States, as amended (U. S. C., 
title 18, secs. 80, 82, 83, 84, 85, and 86), be, and the same is hereby, 
amended to read as follows:

“Sec . 35. (A) Whoever shall make or cause to be made or present 
or cause to be presented, for payment or approval, to or by any 
person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the United 
States, or any department thereof, or any corporation in which the 
United States of America is a stockholder, any claim upon or against 
the Government of the United States, or any department or officer 
thereof, or any corporation in which the United States of America 
is a stockholder, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraud-
ulent; or whoever shall knowingly and willfully falsify or conceal 
or cover up by any trick, scheme, or device a material fact, or make 
or cause to be made any false or fraudulent statements or representa-
tions, or make or use or cause to be made or used any false bill, 
receipt, voucher, roll, account, claim, certificate, affidavit, or deposi-
tion, knowing the same to contain any fraudulent or fictitious state-
ment or entry in any matter 'within the jurisdiction of any depart-
ment or agency of the United States or of any corporation in which 
the United States of America is a stockholder; or whoever shall enter 
into any agreement, combination, or conspiracy to defraud the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or any department or officer thereof, 
or any corporation in which the United States of America is a stock-
holder, by obtaining or aiding to obtain the payment or allowance 
of any false or fraudulent claim; and whoever, having charge, pos-
session, custody, or control of any money or other public property 
used or to be used in the military or naval service, with intent to 
defraud the United States, or any department thereof, or any cor-
poration in which the United States of America is a stockholder, or 
willfully to conceal such money or other property, shall deliver or 
cause to be delivered to any person having authority to receive the 
same any amount of such money or other property less than that 
for which he received a certificate or took a receipt; or whoever, 
being authorized to make or deliver any certificate, voucher, receipt, 
or other paper certifying the receipt of arms, ammunition, provisions, 
clothing, or other property so used or to be used, shall make or 
deliver the same to any other person without a full knowledge of 
the truth of the facts stated therein and with intent to defraud the 
United States,, or any department thereof, or any corporation in 
which the United States of America is a stockholder, shall be fined 
not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than ten years, or 
both.

“(B) And whoever shall purchase, or receive in pledge, from any 
person any arms, equipment, ammunition, clothing, military stores, 
or other property furnished by the United States, under a clothing 
allowance or otherwise, to any soldier, sailor, officer, cadet, or mid-
shipman in the military or naval service of the United States or of 
the National Guard or Naval Militia, or to any person accom-
panying, serving, or retained with the land or naval forces and sub-
ject to military or naval law, having knowledge or reason to believe
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that the property has been taken from the possession of the United 
States or furnished by the United States under such allowance, shall 
be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned not more than two years, 
or both.

“(C) And whoever shall take and carry away or take for his use, 
or for the use of another, with intent to steal or purloin, or shall 
willfully injure or commit any depredation against, any property of 
the United States, or any branch or department thereof, or any cor-
poration in which the United States of America is a stockholder, or 
any property which has been or is being made, manufactured, or 
constructed under contract for the War or Navy Departments 
of the United States, shall be punished as follows: If the value of 
such property exceeds the sum of $50, by a fine of not more than 
$10,000 or imprisonment for not more than ten years, or both; if 
the value of such property does not exceed the sum of $50, by a fine 
of not more than $1,000 or by imprisonment in a jail for not more 
than one year, or both. Value, as used in this section, shall mean 
market value or cost price, either wholesale or retail, whichever shall 
be the greater.”

Approved, April 4, 1938.
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[CHAPTER 72]
AN ACT

To amend an Act entitled “An Act to establish a Code of Law for the District of 
Columbia”, approved March 3, 1901, as amended, and particularly sections 
863, 911, and 914 of the said code.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act 
entitled “An Act to establish a Code of Law for the District of 
Columbia”, approved March 3, 1901, and the Acts amendatory thereof 
and supplementary thereto, constituting a Code of Law for the 
District of Columbia, be, and the same hereby are, amended as 
follows:

Section 863 of such Act is hereby amended to read as follows:
“Sec . 863. If any person shall within the District keep, set up, or 

promote, or be concerned as owner, agent, or clerk, or in any other 
manner, in managing, carrying on, promoting, or advertising, directly 
or indirectly, any policy lottery, policy shop, or any lottery, or shall 
sell or transfer any chance, right, or interest, tangible or intangible, 
in any policy lottery, or any lottery or shall sell or transfer any 
ticket, certificate, bill, token, or other device, purporting or intended 
to guarantee or assure to any person or entitle him to a chance of 
drawing or obtaining a prize, to be drawn in any lottery, or in a 
game or device commonly known as policy lottery or policy or shall, 
for himself or another person, sell or transfer, or have in his 
possession for the purpose of sale or transfer, a chance or ticket in or 
share of a ticket in any lottery or any such bill, certificate, token, or 
other device, he shall be fined upon conviction of each said offense not 
more than $1,000 or be imprisoned not more than three years, or 
both. The possession of any copy or record of any such chance, 
right, or interest, or of any such ticket, certificate, bill, token, or other 
device shall be prima-facie evidence that the possessor of such copy 
or record did, at the time and place of such possession, keep, set up, 
or promote, or was at such time and place concerned as owner 2 agent, 
or clerk, or otherwise in managing, carrying on, promoting, or 
advertising a policy lottery, policy shop, or lottery.”

Sec . 2. There is hereby added to said Act a new section to be known 
as section 863 (a), to read as follows:
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