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SIXTY-NINTH CONGRESS. Sess. I. Cus. 57, 58. 1926.

CHAP. 57.—An Act For the relief of soldiers who were discharged from
the Army during the World War because of misrepresentation of age.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in the admin-
istration of any laws conferring rights, privileges, or benefits upon
honorably discharged soldiers of the United States Army, their
widows and dependent children, a soldier who was enlisted ?;etween
April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918, both dates inclusive, and who
was discharged for fraudulent enlistment on account of misrepresen-
tation of his age, shall hereafter be held and considered to have been
discharged honorably from the military service on the date of his
actual separation therefrom, if his service otherwise was such as would
have entitled him to an honorable discharge: Provided, That no
back ]%gly or allowances shall accrue by reason of the passage of this
Act: Provided further, That in all such cases the War Department
shall, upon request, grant to such men or their widows a discharge
certificate showing that the soldiers are held and considered to have
been honorably discharged under the provisions of this Act.

Approved, March 16, 1926.

CHAP. 58.—An Act To establish & Board of Public Welfare in and for the
District of Columbia, to determine its functions, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Board
of Charities of the Distriect of Columbia, created by Aect of
Congress June 6, 1900, the Board of Children’s Guardians of the
District of Columbia, created by Act of Congress July 26, 1892, the
board of trustees of the National Training School for Girls, created
under the name of the Reform School for Girls, by Act of Congress
July 9, 1888, shall be abolished upon the appointment and organiza-
tion of the Board of Public Welfare, as hereinafter provided.

Sec. 2. That there is hereby created in and for the District of
Columbia a Board of Public Welfare, hereinafter called the board,
which shall be the legal successor to the boards specified in section 1,
and shall succeed to all of the powers, autherity, and property and
to all the duties and obligations heretofore vested in or imposed by
law upon such boards. All employees of the boards specified in
section 1 shall become the employees of the board {or such time as
their services may be deemed necessary, and the unexpended balance
of all appropriations heretofore made for such boards, or to be
disbursed by them, shall become available for the use and disburse-
ment of the board.

SeC. 3. That the hoard shall consist of nine members who shall
be appointed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia for
terms of six years, provided that the first appointments made under
this Act shall be for the following terms: Three persons shall be
appointed for terms of two years; three persons shall be appointed
for terms of four years; and three persons shall be appointed
for terms of six years. Thereafter all appointments shall be for
six years. No person shall be eligible for membership on the board
who has not been a legal resident of the District of Columbia for at
least three years. Any member of such board may be removed at
any time for cause by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia.
Appointments to the board shall be made without diserimination as
to sex, color, religion, or political affiliation. The members of the
board shall serve without compensation.

Sec. 4. That within ten days after the appointment of its members
the board shall meet and elect a chairman, vice chairman, and
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secretary, who shall severally discharge the duties usual to such
offices and shall serve for terms of one year or until their successors
are elected. The board shall hold not less than nine regular monthly
meetings during each year. Special meetings may be held upon the
call of the chairman, or, if he be absent or incapacitated, upon the
call of the vice chairman and also upon the call, in writing, of not

less than three members. The board shall have authority to malke ,

all necessary rules, regulations, and administrative orders governing
the organization of its work and the discharge of its duties as will
promote efliciency of service and economy of operation.

Sec. 5. That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia,
upon the nomination of the board, are hereby authorized to appoint
a director of public welfare, which position is hereby authorized
and created, who shall be the chief executive officer of the board
and shall be charged, subject to its general supervision, with the
executive and administrative duties provided for in this Act. The
director shall be a person of such training, experience, and capacity
as will especially qualify him or her to discharge the duties of the
office. The director of public welfare may be discharged by the
Commissioners of the Distriet of Columbia upon recommendation
of the board. All other employees of the board shall be appointed
and discharged in like manner as in the case of the director. The
director of public welfare and other necessary employees shall
receive compensation in accordance with the rates established by
the Classification Act of 1923.

Skc. 6. That the board shall have complete and exclusive control
and management of the following institutions of the District of
Columbia: (a) The workhouse at Occoquan in the State of Vir-
ginia; (b) the reformatory at Lorton in the State of Virginia; (¢)
the Washington Asylum and Jail; (d) the National Training
School for Girls, in the District of Columbia and at Muirkirk in
the State of Maryland; (e) the Gallinger Municipal Hospital;
(f) the Tuberculosis Hospital; (g) the Home for the Aged and
Infirm; (h) the Municipal Lodging House; (i) the Industrial
Home School; (j) the Industrial Home School for Colored Chil-
dren; (k) District Training School in Anne Arundel County, in
the State of Maryland.

Sec. 7. That the superintendents and all other employees now
engaged in the operation of the institutions enumerated in section
6 shall hereafter be subject to the supervision of the board. Each
superintendent shall have the management and control of the
institution to which he is appointed and shall be subordinate to
the director of public welfare. The superintendent and all other
employees of each of the institutions enumerated in section 6 shall
be appointed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia
upon nomination by the board and shall be subject to discharge
by the commissioners upon recommendation of the board.

Src. 8. That the unexpended balance of all appropriations here-
tofore made for the institutions enumerated in section 6 shall be
available for their use after the passage of this Act in like manner
as before, under the direction of the board.

Sec. 9. That it shall be the duty of the board to make such rules
and regulations relating to the admission of persons to, and the
administration of, the institutions hereinbefore referred to, as will
promote discipline and good conduct of inmates and employees and
efficiency and economy in the operation of these institutions.
Under the authority herein granted, the board may prescribe
forms of record keeping to secure accuracy and completeness in
the registration of persons nnder caré and the services rendered in
their behalf. The board may recommend to the Comptroller
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General of the United States, and the Comptroller General may
Accoynting. prescribe, so far as practicable, a uniform system of accounts to
record receipts and disbursements and to determine comparative
costs of operation.
pourd of hadtles. Spe. 10. That the following powers and duties heretofore
ferred. " imposed by law upon the board of charities shall be vested in the
board, and the unexpended balance of all appropriations made for
_ the purpose of discharging such powers and duties shall become
ot s of indl- gyailable to the board: (a) To provide for the transportation to
their respective places of residence of nonresident indigent persons,
and to provide for indigent persons, who are legal residents of the
District of Columbia, medical care and treatment when necessary,
under contracts with such hospitals as are or may be designated by
law; (b) to provide for the transportation to their respective places
of residence, of nonresident insane persons and to afford hospital
care for indigent insane persons who are legal residents of the
District of Columbia in such hospital or hospitals as are or may
gBoys at Training be designated by law; (c) to provide for the maintenance of boys
' committed by the courts of the District of Columbia to the National
- Training School for Boys under contracts which are or may be
nowdy phrsone. 7 °F authorized by law; (d) to provide for all other aged, infirm, or
needy persons, including women and children, in the manner here-
tofore authorized by law or by appropriations enacted by the
Congress.
o Qthor existing pow-  The foregoing enumeration shall not be in derogation of any
i " further powers or duties now vested by law in the Board of Char-
_ities and such powers and duties are hereby, vested in the board.
Gunrdiang. 'S Swe. 11. That the following powers and duties heretofore imposed
Powers, etc., of, by law upon the Board of Children’s Guardians shall be vested in
transferred. - | Ehe
the board and the unexpended balance of all appropriations made
for the purpose of discharging such powers and duties shall become
Nemporary care of gyailable to the board: (a) The board may make temporary provi-
o - _ sion for the care of children pending investigation of their status;
aroncommmithed by (b) to have the care and legal guardianship of children who ma
courts. be committed by courts of competent jurisdiction and to make suc
provision for their care and maintenance, either temporarily or
Placement in homee, PEXManently, in private homes or in public or private institutions,
ete., of dike faith of 28 the welfare of the child may require. The board shall cause all
PRISRIS. of its wards placed out under care to be visited as often as may be
required to safeguard their welfare and when children are placed
in family homes or private institutions, so far as practicable such
homes or institutions shall be in control of persons of like faith

Indigent insane.

Proviso, . with the parents of such children: Provided, That whenever the
Record of reasom if . i . .
placed elsewhore. board shall for any reason place the child with any organization,

institution, or individual other than of the same religious faith as
~ that of the parents of the child, the board shall set forth the reason
oo e of feeblemind- o such action in the record of the case; (¢) to provide care and
' maintenance for feeble-minded children who may be received upon
application or upon court commitment, in institutions equipped to
receive them, within or without the District of Columbia.
Other existing pow-  The foregoing enumeration shall not be in derogation of any
g further powers or duties now vested by law in the Board of Chil-
dren’s Guardians, and such powers and duties are hereby vested in
the board.
National Training Sec. 12. That the duties heretofore imposed by law upon the
S v aw. board of trustees of the National Training School for Girls concern-
ing the admission, care, parole, and discharge of inmates shall be
vested in the board.
Annual budget tove  Spe, 13. That it shall be the duty of the board to prepare and

submitted 1o Com- . i . : v .
missioners. submit to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, in such
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manner as they shall require, an annual budget itemizing the appro-
{Jriations necessary to the proper discharge of the duties imposed by
aw upon the board and for the support and maintenance of the
institutions under its management. The board shall also submit to
the commissioners an annual report of its activities and the work
carried on under its direction, together with its recommendations
for securing more efficient and humane care for all persons in need
of public assistance. The board shall study from time to time the
social and environmental conditions of the District of Columbia
and shall incorporate in its reports the results thereof and recom-
mendations designed to further safegunard the interests and well-
being of the children of the District of Columbia and to diminish
and ameliorate poverty and disease and to lessen crime. Ixcept
in the placement of children in institutions under the public control,
the board shall when practicable place them in institutions or homes
of the same religious faith as the parvents: Prowvided, That whenever
the board shall for any reason place the child with any organization,
institution, or individual other than of the same religious faith as
that of the parents of the child, the beard shall set forth the reason
for such action in the record of the case. Inmates of public institu-
tions shall be given the fullest opportunity for the practice of their
religion,

Sec. 14. The provisions of this Act shall take effect on and after
July 1, 1926.

Sre. 15. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed.

Approved, March 16, 1926.

CHAP. 59.—An Aect Granfing the consent of Congress to the State of
Georgia and the counties of Long and Wayne, in said State, to construet a
bridge across the Altamaha River, in the State of Georgia, at a point near
Ludowici, Georgia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of
Congress is hereby granted to the State of Georgia, and the counties
of Long and Wayne in said State, to construct, maintain, and operate
a bridge and approaches thereto across the Altamaha River at a point
suitable to the interests of navigation, near Ludowici, Long County,
State of Georgia, in accordance with the provisions of the Act
entitled * An Act to regulate the construction of bridges over nav-
igable waters,” approved March 23, 1906 : Provided, That such bridge
shall not be constructed or commenced until the plans and specifica-
tions thereof shall have been submitted to am]l approved by the
Secretary of War and the Chief of Engineers as being also satisfac-
tory from the standpoint of the volume and weight of the traflic
which will pass over 1t.

Sec. 2. The right to alter, amend. or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserveﬁ.

Approved, March 16, 1926.

CHAP, 60.—An Act For the purpose of reclaiming certain lands in Indian
and private ownership within an(}j immediately adjacent to the Lummi Indian
Reservation, in the State of Washington, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there is
hereby authorized to be appropriated the sum of $65,000, or so much
thereof as may be required, for reclaiming by construction of dikes

211

Report of activities,

Btudies of social con-
ditions in relation to
children to be made,

. Children to be placed
in institutions, ete., of
religious faith of par-
ents,

Provizo,
Record if placed else-
where.

Religious {reedom to
inmates of institutions.

Effective July 1, 1926,

Inconsistent laws re-
pealed.

March 16, 1028,
____[H.R.6710]
[Public, No. 48.]

Altamaha River,
Georgin, etc., may
bridge, near Ludowici.

Construetion.,
Vol. 34, p. 84.

Proviso.
Trafic requirements.,

Amendment,

Lummi Indian Res-
ervation, Wash.

Reclamation of lands
in, authorized.

Post, p. 856,




		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-12-31T00:14:01-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




