AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

802

Interstate Commercs
Commission toinvesti-
gate if existing rates are
unjust, discriminatory,
ate.

Defects to be cor-
rected by necessary
changes, etec.

Elements to be con-
sidered in
changes, ete.

Orders to be expedi-
tiously issued to place
ratesin classes of tratlic
on just and reasonable
basis.

. Pending investiga-
tions to be considered.

Agricultural pro-
ducts end livestock.

Changes to be made
for lowest possible rates
on, compatible with
adequate transporia-
tion service.

Proviso.

Pending cases in-
volving rates for agvi-
cultural produects not
to be delayed.

January 31, 1925.
_[H.R.8308.]
[Public, No. 353.]

Earthquakes.

Coast and Geodetic
Survey to investigate,
ate.

January 31, 1925,
_[H. R. 10047.)
[Public, No. 354.]

Monongahela River.

Allegheny  County
may bridge, in Piits-
burgh, Pa.

making .

SIXTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cas. 120-122. 1925.

That the Interstate Commerce Commission is authorized and di-
rected to make a thorough investigation of the rate structure of
common carriers subject to the interstate commerce act, in order to
determine to what extent and in what manner existing rates and
charges may be unjust, unreasonable, unjustly discriminatory, or
unduly preferential, thereby imposing undue burdens, or giving
undue advantage as between the various localities and parts of the
country, the various classes of traffic, and the various classes and
kinds of commodities, and to make, in accordance with law, such
changes, adjustments, and redistribution of rates and charges as may
be found necessary to correct any defects so found to exist. In mak-
ing any such change, adjustment, or redistribution the commission
shall give due regard, among other factors, to the general and com-
parative levels in market value of the various classes and kinds of
commodities as indicated over a reasonable period of years to a
natural and proper development of the country as a whole, and to
the maintenance of an adequate system of transportation. In the
progress of such investigation the commission shall, from time to
time, and as expeditiously as possible, make such decisions and orders
as it may find to be necessary or appropriate upon the record then
made in order to place the rates upon designated classes of traflic
upon a just and reasonable basis with relation to other rates. Such
investigation shall be conducted with due regard to other investiga-
tions or proceedings affecting rate adjustments which may be pending
before the commission.

In view of the existing depression in agriculture, the commission
is hereby directed to effect with the least practicable delay such law-
ful changes in the rate structure of the country as will promote the
freedom of movement by common carriers of the products of agri-
culture affected by that depression, including livestock, at the lowest
possible lawful rates compatible with the maintenance of adequate
transportation service: Provided, That no investigation or proceed-
ing resulting from the adoption of this resolution shall be permitted
to delay the decision of cases now pending before the comimission
involving rates on products of agriculture, and that such cases shall
be decided in accordance with this resolution.

Approved, January 30, 1925.

CHAP. 121.—An Act Authorizing the Coast and Geodetic Survey to make
seismological investigations, and for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Coast and
Geodetic Survey is hereby authorized to make investigations and
reports in seismology, including such investigations as have been
heretofore performed by the Weather Bureau

Approved, January 31, 1925.

CHAP. 122.—An Act Granting the consent of Congress to the county of
Allegheny, Pennsylvania, to construct a bridge across the Monongahelas River
in the eity of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent
of Congress is hereby granted to the county of Allegheny, in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and its successors and assigns, to
construct, maintain, and operate a bridge and approaches thereto
across the Monongahela River at a point suitable to the interests of
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navigation, approximately one and two-tenths miles above its junction
with the Allegheny River, in the city of Pittsburgh, in the county
of Allegheny, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in accordance
with the provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to regulate the
construction of bridges over navigable waters,” approved March
23, 1906.

Sec. 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserved.

Approved, January 31, 1925.

‘ CHAP, 123.—An Act Granting the consent of Congress to 8. M. McAdams,
of Iva, Anderson County, South Carolina, to construct a bridge across the
( Savannah River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent
of Congress is hereby granted to S. M. McAdams, and his assigns,
of Iva, Anderson County, South Carolina, to construct, maintain,
and operate a bridge and approaches thereto across the Savannah
River, at a point suitable to the interests of navigation, near Sanders
Ferry or Crafts Ferry, between Iva, South Carolina, and Elberton,
Georgia, in accordance with the provisions of the Act entitled “An
Act to regulate the construction of bridges over navigable waters,”
approved March 23, 1906.

Sec. 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserved.

Approved, January 31, 1925.

CHAP. 124.—An Act To empower certain officers, agents, or employees of
the Department of Agriculture to administer and take oaths, affirmations, and
affidavits in certain cases, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oﬁ
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That sucl
officers, agents, or employees of the Department of Agriculture
of the United States as are designated by the Secretary of
Agriculture for the purpose are he.reT)y authorized and empowered
to administer to or take from any person an oath, affirmation, or
affidavit whenever such oath, affirmation, or affidavit is for use in
any prosecution or proceeding under or in the enforcement of any
law committed to or which may hereafter be committed to the
Secretary of Agriculture or the Department of Agriculture or any
bureau or subdivision thereof for administration. Any such oath,
affirmation, or affidavit administered or taken by or before such
officer, agent, or employee when certified under his hand and
authenticated by the seal of the Department of Agriculture may be
offered or used in any court of the United States and shall have
like force and effect as if administered or taken before a clerk of
such court without further proof of the identity or authority of
such officer, agent, or employee.

Sec. 2. That no officer, agent, or employee of the Department
of Agriculture shall demand or accept any fee or compensation
whatsoever for administering or taking any oath, affirmation, or
aflidavit under the authority conferred by this Act.

Sec. 3. That employees of the Department of Agriculture who,
upon original appointment, have subscribed to the oath of office
required by section 1757 of the Revised Statutes shall not be
required to renew the said oath because of any change in status so
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