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feiture or by abandonment by said railroad company declared or 
decreed by a court of competent jurisdiction or by Act of Congress, 
then and thereupon all right, title, interest, and estate of the United 
States in said lands shall, except such part thereof as may be em-
braced in a public highway legally established within one year after 
the date of said decree or forfeiture or abandonment be transferred 
to and vested in any person, firm, or corporation, assigns, or successors 
in title and interest to whom or to which title of the United States 
may have been or may be granted, conveying or purporting to convey 
the whole of the legal subdivision or subdivisions traversed or occu-
pied by such railroad or railroad structures of any kind as aforesaid, 
except lands within a municipality the title to which, upon forfeiture 
or abandonment, as herein provided, shall vest in such municipality, 
and this by virtue of the patent thereto and without the necessity 
of any other or further conveyance or assurance of any kind or nature 
whatsoever: Provided, That this Act shall not affect conveyances 
made by any railroad company of portions of its right of way if such 
conveyance be among those which have been or may hereafter and be-
fore such forfeiture or abandonment be validated and confirmed by any 
Act of Congress; nor shall this Act affect any public highway now on 
said right of way: Provided further, That the transfer of such lands 
shall be subject to and contain reservations in favor of the United 
States of all oil, gas, and other minerals in the land so transferred and 
conveyed, with the right to prospect for, mine, and remove same.

Approved, March 8, 1922.
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CHAP. 95.—An Act To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to sanction the in-
scription of titles upon certain monuments, tablets, and other memorials.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Navy is hereby authorized, in his discretion, to sanction the inscrip-
tion upon any monument, tablet, or other memorial erected to any 
person who has died or may hereafter die from wounds, injuries, or 
disease incurred in the line of duty while a member of the naval 
service, of the rank for which the deceased qualified and to which he 
would have been appointed in due course except for his death.

Approved, March 8, 1922.
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CHAP. 96.—An Act To provide for agricultural entries on coal lands in Alaska.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
passage of this Act homestead claims may be initiated by actual 
settlers on public lands of the United States in Alaska known to 
contain workable coal, oil, or gas deposits, or that may be valuable 
for the coal, oil, or gas contained therein, and which are not otherwise 
reserved or withdrawn, whenever such claim shall be initiated with 
a view of obtaining or passing title with a reservation to the United 
States of the coal, oil, or gas in such lands, and of the right to prospect 
for, mine, and remove the same; and any settler who has initiated a 
homestead claim in good faith on lands containing workable deposits 
of coal, oil, or gas, or that may be valuable for the coal, oil, or gas con-
tained therein, may perfect the same under the provisions of the laws 
under which the claim was initiated, but shall receive the limited 
patent provided for in this Act: Provided, however, That should it be 
discovered at any time prior to the issuance of a final certificate on 
any claim initiated for unreserved lands in Alaska that the lands are 
coal, oil, or gas in character, the patent issued on such entry shall 
contain the reservation required by this Act.

March 8, 1922.
[H. R. 8842.]

[Public, No. 165.]
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Sec . 2. That upon satisfactory proof of full compliance with the 
provisions of the laws under which the entry is made and of this Act 
the entryman shall be entitled to a patent to the lands entered by 
him, which patent shall contain a reservation to the United States 
of all the coal, oil, or gas in the land so patented, together with the 
right to prospect for, mine, and remove the same. The coal, oil, 
or gas deposits so reserved shall be subject to disposal by the United 
States in accordance with the provisions of the laws applicable to 
coal, oil, or gas deposits or coal, oil, or gas lands in Alaska in force 
at the time of such disposal. Any person qualified to acquire coal, 
oil, or gas deposits, or the right to mine and remove the coal or to 
drill for and remove the oil or gas under the laws of the United States, 
shall have the right at all times to enter upon the lands entered 
or patented, as provided by the provisions of this Act, for the 
purpose of prospecting for coal, oil, or gas therein, upon the approval 
by the Secretary of the Interior of a bond or undertaking to be filed 
with him as security for the payment of all damages to the crops and 
improvements on such lands by reason of such prospecting. Any per-
son who has acquired from the United States the coal, oil, or gas de-
posits in any such land, or the right to mine, drill for, or remove the 
same, may reenter and occupy so much of the surface thereof as may 
be required for all purposes reasonably incident to the mining and 
removal of the coal, oil, or gas therefrom, and mine and remove the 
coal or drill for and remove the oil or gas upon payment of the 
damages caused thereby to the owner thereof, or upon giving a good 
and sufficient bond or undertaking in an action instituted in any 
competent court to ascertain and fix said damages: Provided, That 
the owner under such limited patent shall have the right to mine the 
coal for use on the land for domestic purposes at any time prior to 
the disposal by the United States of the coal deposits: Provided 
further, That nothing in this Act shall be construed as authorizing the 
exploration upon or entry of any coal deposits withdrawn from such 
exploration and purchase: And provided further, That nothing 
herein contained shall be held or construed to authorize the entry 
or disposition, under section 2306, United States Revised Statutes, 
or under Acts amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto, of with-
drawn or classified coal, oil, or gas lands or of lands valuable for 
coal, oil, or gas.

Approved, March 8, 1922.

CHAP. 97.—An Act Authorizing the exchange of lands within the exterior 
boundaries of the Malheur National Forest, in the State of Oregon, and for other 
purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior be, and hereby is, authorized in his discretion to accept, on 
behalf of the United States, title to any lands in private ownership 
within the exterior boundaries of the Malheur National Forest which, 
in the opinion of the Secretary of Agriculture, are chiefly valuable 
for national forest purposes, and, in exchange therefor, may issue 
patent for an equal value of national forest land in the State of Oregon; 
or the Secretary of Agriculture may permit the grantor to cut and 
remove an equal value of timber from any national forest in the State 
of Oregon, the values in each instance to be determined by the Secre-
tary of Agriculture and be acceptable to the owners as fair compensa-
tion. Timber given in such exchanges shall be cut and removed 
under the direction and supervision and in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Secretary of Agriculture. Lands conveyed to the 
United States under this Act shall, upon acceptance of title, become 
parts of the Malheur National Forest.

Approved, March 8, 1922.
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