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purchasing any of the articles described herein, to ascertain from 
the Government of the United States whether it has articles of the 
character described that are serviceable. And articles purchased 
from the Government, if the same have not been used, shall be paid 
for at a reasonable price, not to exceed actual cost, and if the same 
have been used, at a reasonable price based upon length of usage. 
The various services of the Government of the United States are 
authorized to sell such articles to the municipal government under 
the conditions specified and the proceeds of such sales shall be cov-
ered into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts: Provided, That 
this section shall not be construed to amend, alter, or repeal the 
Executive order of December 3, 1918, concerning the transfer of 
office materials, supplies, and equipment in the District of Columbia 
falling into disuse because of the cessation of war activities.

Approved, February 28, 1923.
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CHAP. 149.—Joint Resolution Authorizing the use of public parks, reservations, 
and other public spaces in the District of Columbia; and the use of tents, cots, hospital 
appliances, flags, and other decorations, property of the United States, by the Almas 
Temple, Washington, District of Columbia, 1923 Shrine Committee (Incorporated), 
and for other purposes.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
is hereby authorized to grant permits to Almas Temple, Washington, 
District of Columbia, 1923 Shrine Committee (Incorporated), for 
the use of any parks, reservations, or other public spaces in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, under his control, on the occasion of the forty-
ninth annual session of the Imperial Council, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, in the month of June, 1923: Provided, 
That in his opinion such use will inflict no serious or permanent in-
juries upon such parks, reservations, public spaces, or statuary 
therein; and the Commissioners of the District of Columbia may 
designate, for such and other purposes on the occasion before named, 
such streets, avenues, and sidewalks in the said District of Columbia, 
under their control, as they may deem proper and necessary: Pro-
vided, however, That all stands, arches, or platforms that may be 
erected on the public spaces aforesaid, including such as may be 
erected in connection with any display of fireworks, shall be under 
the supervision of the said Almas Temple Shrine Committee and in 
accordance with plans and designs to be approved by the Architect 
of the Capitol, the Engineer Commissioner of the District of Colum-
bia, and the officer in charge of public buildings and grounds: And 
provided further, That the reservations or public spaces occupied 
by the stands or other structures shall be promptly restored to their 
condition before such occupancy, and the said committee shall in-
demnify the War Department and the District of Columbia for 
damage of any kind whatsoever upon such reservation or space by 
reason of such use.

Sec . 2. That the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy 
are hereby authorized to loan to the said committee such tents, camp 
appliances, and other necessities, hospital furniture and utensils of 
all descriptions, ambulances, horses, drivers, stretchers, and Red 
Cross flags and poles belonging to the United States, as in their 
judgment may be spared at the time of the session: Provided, That 
the said Shrine Committee shall indemnify the United States for 
any loss or damage to such tents, appliances, and so forth, as afore-
said, not necessarily incident to. such use: And provided further, 
That the said committee shall give approved bond to do the same.

February 28,1923.
[H. J. Res. 418.]

[Pub. Res., No. 93.]

District of Columbia.
Session of Mystic 

Shrine Council in.
Permits for use of 

parks, etc., authorized.
Ante, p. 1218.
Post, p. 1535.

Provisos.
Condition.

Designation of 
streets, etc.

Approval of stands, 
arches, etc.

Restoration after use.

Loan of Army and 
Navy tents, camp ap-
pliances, etc.

Provisos.
Indemnity for loss, 

etc.

Bond.



SIXTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Ses s . IV. Ch . 149. 1923.

Loan, of Government 
flags, etc.

Proviso.
Return, etc., after 

session.

Use of parks, reserva-
tions, etc., for automo-
biles.

Charges for entertain-
ment allowed.

Illumination, etc., 
permits.

Provisos.
Time limit of use.

Placing and remov-
ing wires.

No Government lia-
bility for damages.

Wires over parks and 
reservations.

Sec . 3. That the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy 
are authorized to loan to the said committee such ensigns, flags, deco-
rations, and so forth, belonging to the United States (battle flags 
excepted) as are not then in use, and may be suitable and proper 
for decorations and other purposes, which may be spared without 
detriment to the public service, such ensigns, flags, decorations, and 
so forth, to be used by the committee under such regulations and 
restrictions as may be prescribed by the said Secretaries, or either 
of them: Provided, That the said committee shall, within five days 
after the close of said session, return to the said Secretaries all such 
ensigns, flags, decorations, and so forth, thus loaned; and said com-
mittee shall indemnify the United States for any loss or damage 
not necessarily incident to such use.

Sec . 4. That the officer in charge of public buildings and grounds, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of War, is hereby authorized 
to permit the use of any or all public parks, reservations, or other 
public spaces in the District of Columbia for use by said committee 
for parking automobiles, the temporary erection of tents for enter-
tainments, hospitals, and other purposes; and said committee is hereby 
authorized to charge reasonable fees for entertainment and accom-
modations on said parks, reservations, or other public spaces to aid 
in meeting the necessary expenses incident to the session.

Sec . 5. That the Commissioners of-the District of Columbia are 
hereby authorized to permit said committee to stretch suitable over-
head conductors, with sufficient supports, wherever necessary and in 
the nearest practicable connection with the present supply of light, 
for the purpose of effecting special illumination: Provided, That the 
said conductors shall not be used for the conveying of electrical 
currents after June 10, 1923, and shall, with their supports, be fully 
and entirely removed from the public spaces, streets, and avenues of 
the said city of Washington on or before June 15, 1923: Provided 
further, That the stretching and removing of the said wires shall 
be under the supervision of the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, who shall see that the provisions of this resolution are 
enforced; that all needful precautions are taken for the protection 
of the public; and that the pavement of any street, avenue, or alley 
disturbed is replaced in as good condition as before entering upon the 
work herein authorized: And provided further, That no expense or 
damage on account of or due to the stretching, operation, or remov-
ing of the said temporary overhead conductors shall be incurred by 
the United States or the District of Columbia, and that if it shall be 
necessary to erect wires for illuminating or other purposes over any 
park or reservation in the District of Columbia the work of erection 
and removal of said wires shall be under the supervision of the officer 
in charge of said park or reservation.

Sec . 6. That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia are 
hereby authorized to grant, under such conditions as they may im-
pose, special licenses to peddlers and vendors to sell goods, wares, 
and merchandise on the streets, avenues, and sidewalks in the Dis-
trict of Columbia during said session, and to charge for such privi-
leges such fees as they may deem proper.

Sec . 7. That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia are 
hereby authorized to permit the telegraph and telephone companies 
to extend overhead wires to such points as shall be deemed necessary 
by the said committee, the said wires to be taken down within ten 
days after the conclusion of the session.

Sec . 8. That the Public Buildings Commission is hereby author-
ized to assign to said committee for use and occupancy during said 
session such unoccupied public buildings in the District of Columbia
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as, in its discretion, may appear advisable: Provided, That any and 
all buildings so assigned shall be surrendered within ten days after 
the close of the said session: Provided further, That the said com-
mittee shall furnish a bond or other satisfactory assurance of in-
demnity against damage to said property while in its possession, 
incidental wear and tear excepted.

Approved, February 28, 1923.
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CHAP. 171.—An Act For the relief of Cornelius Dugan.

CHAP. 150.—Joint Resolution Accepting the sword of General Richard Mont-
gomery. ।

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sword of General 
Richard Montgomery which he wore when he fell at the siege of 
Quebec on December 31, 1775, be accepted in the name of the Nation 
from the donor, Miss Julia Barton Hunt, whose generosity is deeply 
appreciated, and that the sword be deposited in the National 
Museum.

Approved, February 28, 1923.

February 28, 1923.
[H. J. Res. 460.] 

[Pub. Res., No. 94.]
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Presi-
dent is hereby authorized to advance on the retired list of the Navy, 
to the rank of lieutenant commander, Cornelius Dugan, who served 
with credit in the United States Navy during the Civil War and 
the war with the German Government: Provided, That the said 
Cornelius Dugan shall not in consequence of such advancement be 
entitled to any increase in the pay which he is now receiving as a 
retired officer of the Navy.

Approved, March 2, 1923.

March 2, 1923.
[H. R. 1290.]

[Public, No. 458.]

Navy.
Cornelius Dugan ad-

vanced as lieutenant 
commander, retired.

Proviso.
No increase of pay.

CHAP. 172.—An Act To detach Pecos County, in the State of Texas, from the 
Del Rio division of the western judicial district of Texas and attach same to the 
El Paso division of the western judicial district of said State.

March 2,1923.
[H. R. 6423.] 

[Public, No. 459.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Pecos 
County, in the State of Texas, be, and the same is hereby, detached 
from the Del Rio division of the western judicial district of the 
State of Texas and attached to and made a part of the El Paso 
division of the western judicial district of said State.

Sec . 2. That all process against persons resident in said county 
of Pecos and cognizable before the United States district court 
shall be issued out of and made returnable to said court at Pecos 
City, and that all prosecutions against persons for offenses com-
mitted in said county of Pecos shall be tried in said court at El Paso 
or Pecos City: Provided, That no. civil or criminal cause begun and 
pending prior to the passage of this Act shall be in any way af-
fected by it.

Approved, March 2, 1923.
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