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Construction. 
Vol. 34, p. 84.

Amendment.

maintain, and operate a bridge and approaches thereto across the 
Tombigbee River at a point suitable to the interests of navigation 
near Iron Wood Bluff, m Itawamba County, Mississippi, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to regulate the 
construction of bridges over navigable waters, ” approved March 23, 
1906.

Sec . 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 
expressly reserved.

Approved, January 15, 1920.

January 17,1920.
[H. R. 484.]

[Public, No. 118.]
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CHAP. 46.—An Act To provide for the erection of a Federal office building on 
the site acquired for the Subtreasury in Saint Louis, Missouri.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in carrying out that 
provision in the Act of Congress approved March 4, 1913 (Thirty-
seventh Statutes, page 886), which authorized the construction of a 
building for the United States Subtreasury and other governmental 
offices m Saint Louis, Missouri, upon the site theretofore acquired 
for that purpose, the Secretary of the Treasury may have said building 
so constructed as to omit accommodations for the Subtreasury.

Approved, January 17, 1920.

January 17, 1920. 
[H.R.3175.]

[Public, No. 119.]
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CHAP. 47.—An Act Authorizing local drainage districts to drain certain public 
lands in the State of Arkansas, counties of Mississippi and Poinsett, and subjecting 
said lands to taxation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all of those unentered, 
unreserved public lands, and all of those entered lands for which 
no final certificates have been issued, within the areas hereinafter 
described, are hereby made and declared to be subject to the laws 
of the State of Arkansas relating to the organization, government, 
and regulation of drainage districts to the same extent and in the 
same manner, except as hereinafter provided, in which lands held 
under private ownership are or may be subject to said laws: Provided, 
That the United States and all persons legally holding unpatented 
lands under entries made under the public-land laws of the United 
States shall be accorded all the rights, privileges, and benefits given 
by said laws to persons holding lands in private ownership, said lands 
being those public lands in Mississippi County, Arkansas, m townships 
fourteen, fifteen, and sixteen north, range nine east, and townships 
fifteen and sixteen north, range ten east, fifth principal meridian, 
according to the official surveys thereof approved October 12, 1915, 
and all of those unentered public lands, and all of those entered lands 
for which no final certificates have been issued in Poinsett County, 
Arkansas, in townships eleven and twelve north, range six east, fifth 
principal meridian, according to the official surveys thereof approved 
July 30, 1913.

Sec . 2. That the construction and maintenance of canals, ditches, 
levees, and other drainage works upon and across the lands subject 
to the operation of this Act are hereby authorized, subject to the 
same conditions as are imposed by the laws of the State of Arkansas 
upon lands held in private ownership, and that the cost of construction 
and maintenance of canals, ditches, levees, and other drainage works 
incurred in connection with any drainage project under said laws 
shall be equitably apportioned among all lands held in private 
ownership, all unentered public lands, and all lands embraced in 
unpatented entries affected by such project. Officially certified 
lists showing the amount of charges assessed against each smallest
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legal subdivision of such lands shall be furnished to the register and 
receiver of the United States land office of the district in which the 
lands affected are situated as soon as said charges would become a 
lien if the lands were held in private ownership.

Sec . 3. That all charges legally assessed pursuant to the drainage 
laws of the State of Arkansas by a drainage district against any un-
entered public lands, or against any lands embraced in unpatented 
entries, subject to the provisions of this Act, shall be a lien upon said 
lands, which may be enforced by sale in the same manner and subject 
to the same conditions, except as hereinafter set forth, under which 
said charges shall be enforced against lands held in private ownership, 
and whenever any of said lands shall be sold for nonpayment of such 
charges, inclusive of lands bid in for a drainage district, a statement 
showing the name of the purchaser, the price at which each legal 
subdivision was sold, the amount assessed against it, together with 
penalties and interest, if any, and the cost of the sale, and the amount 
of excess, if any, over and above all lawful assessment charges and the 
cost of sale, shall be officially certified to the register and receiver of the 
United States land office of the district in which the lands are situated 
immediately after the completion of such sale, but nothing in this 
Act shall be construed as creating any obligation on the United 
States to pay any of said charges.

Sec . 4. That all moneys received from the sale of entered or 
unentered lands subject to the operation of this Act which shall be 
in excess of assessments due thereon, together with penalties and 
interest and the costs of the sales, shall be paid by the proper county 
officer to the receiver of the United States land office of tne district 
in which the lands are situated, and such excess moneys shall be 
covered into the United States Treasury as proceeds from the sales 
of public lands.

Sec . 5. That at any time within ninety days after the sale of 
unentered public lands and at any time within ninety days after the 
expiration of the period of redemption provided for in the drainage 
laws under which the lands are sold, no redemption having been 
made, after the sale of lands embraced within unpatented entries, the 
purchaser at such sale, a drainage district being herein expressly 
excepted from the operation of this provision, shall, upon the filing 
of an application therefor and an affidavit containing proof of neces-
sary qualifications with the register and receiver of the United States 
land office, and upon payment to the receiver of the price of $5 per 
acre, together with the usual fees and commissions charged in entry 
of lands under the homestead laws, be entitled to receive a patent: 
Provided, That such purchaser shall have the qualifications required 
in making entry of lands under the homestead laws, and any such 
purchase shall exhaust any further homestead right of the purchaser 
to the extent of the amount of lands thus purchased by him. Not 
more than one hundred and sixty acres of such lands shall be sold 
and patented to any one purchaser under the provisions of this Act. 
This limitation shall not apply to lands subject to the operation of 
this Act which may be bid in for a drainage district, but no patent 
shall be issued to a drainage district or to any one bidding in said 
lands for a drainage district. The proceeds derived by the Govern-
ment shall be covered into the United States Treasury and applied as 
provided by law for the disposal of the proceeds from the sale of 
public lands.

Sec . 6. That unless the purchaser shall, within the time specified 
in section 5 of this Act, file with the register and receiver of the United 
States land office an application for a patent, together with the required 
affidavit, and make payment of the purchase price, fees, and com-
missions as provided in said section 5, any person having the quali-
fications of an entryman under the homestead laws may file an
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application for a patent, together with the required affidavit, and upon 
payment to the receiver of the purchase price of $5 per acre, fees, 
and commissions, and in addition thereto an amount equal to the 
drainage charges, penalties, interest, and costs for which the lands 
were sold, and if the lands were bid in for the drainage district, an 
additional amount equal to 6 per centum per annum on the sum for 
which the lands were sold from the date of such sale, said applicant 
shall become subrogated to the rights of such purchaser and shall 
be entitled to receive a patent for not more than one hundred and 
sixty acres of said lands. When payment is made to effect subro-
gation as herein provided the register and receiver of the United States 
land office shall serve notice upon the purchaser that an application 
for patent for the lands purchased by him has been filed, and that 
the amount of the drainage charges, penalties, interests, and costs 
of the sale will be paid to him upon submission of proof of purchase 
and payment by him of said sums. The receiver shall make such 
payment as soon as said requirement shall have been fulfilled. If 
the lands were bid in for a drainage district, the receiver will pay to 
the proper county officers the amount of the drainage charges, penal-
ties, and interests and costs of sale, together with the additional sum 
of 6 per centum per annum, to which said drainage district is entitled. 
All remaining moneys to which the United States may be entitled 
shall be covered into the United States Treasury and applied as 
provided by law for the disposal of the proceeds from the sale of 
public lands.

Sec . 7. That a copy of all notices required by the drainage laws 
of the State of Arkansas to be given to the owners and occupants of 
lands held in private ownership shall, as soon as such notice is issued, 
be delivered to the register and receiver of the United States land office 
of the district in which the lands are situated where any of the lands 
subject to the operation of this Act are affected, and the United States 
and the entryman claiming under the public land laws of the United 
States shall be accorded the same rights to be heard by petition, 
answer, remonstrance, appeal, or otherwise, as are given to persons 
holding lands in private ownership, and all entrymen shall be given 
the same rights of redemption as are given to the owners of land held 
in private ownership.

Sec . 8. That this Act shall not be effective as to any lands involved 
in suits instituted on behalf of the United States with a view to 
quieting title in the Government to such lands until and unless such 
suits shall be finally determined in favor of the United States.

Approved, January 17, 1920.

CHAP. 48.—An Act Relating to detached service of officers of the Regular Army.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That, after the termination 
of the emergency incident to the war with Germany and Austria- 
Hungary, in the construction of any law relating to detached service 
of the officers of the Regular Army, all service performed by such 
officers during the said emergency shall be regarded as service with 
troops or organizations thereof.

Approved, January 17, 1920.

CHAP. 50.—An Act To amend section 97 of the Act entitled “An Act to codify, 
revise, and amend the laws relating to the judiciary,” approved March 3, 1911.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That section 97 of the Act 
entitled “An Act to codify, revise, and amend the laws relating to
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