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CHAP. 141.—An Act Granting the consent of Congress to the County of Pearl 
River, Mississippi, and the fourth ward of the Parish of Washington, Louisiana, to 
construct a bridge across Pearl River, between Pearl River County, Mississippi, and 
Washington Parish, Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of 
Congress is hereby granted to the county of Pearl River, Mississippi, 
and the fourth ward of the parish of Washington, State of Louisiana, 
and their successors and assigns, to construct, maintain, and operate 
a bridge and approaches thereto across the Pearl River at a point 
suitable to the interests of navigation, at or near the fourth ward 
of the parish of Washington, State of Louisiana, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to regulate the construc-
tion of bridges over navigable waters,” approved March twenty- 
third, nineteen hundred and six.

Sec . 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 
expressly reserved.

Approved, February 27, 1917.

CHAP. 144.—An Act To provide for the control of the floods of the Mississippi 
River and of the Sacramento River, California, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for controlling the floods 
of the Mississippi River and continuing its improvement from the 
Head of the Passes to the mouth of the Ohio River the Secretary of 
War is hereby empowered, authorized, and directed to carry on con-
tinuously, by hired labor or otherwise, the plans of the Mississippi 
River Commission heretofore or hereafter adopted, to be paid for 
as appropriations may from time to time be made by law, not to ex-
ceed in the aggregate $45,000,000: Provided, That not more than 
$10,000,000 shall be expended therefor during any one fiscal year.

(a) All money appropriated under authority of this section shall be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of War in accordance 
with the plans, specifications, and recommendations of the Mississippi 
River Commission as approved by the Chief of Engineers, for con-
trolling the floods and for the general improvement of the Mississippi 
River, and for surveys, including the survey from the Head of the Passes 
to the headwaters of the river, and a survey of the Atchafalaya 
Outlet so far as may be necessary to determine the cost of protecting 
its basin from the flood waters of the Mississippi River either by its 
divorcement from the Mississippi River or by other means, and for 
salaries, clerical, office, traveling, and miscellaneous expenses of the 
Mississippi River Commission.

(b) That no money appropriated under authority of this section 
shall be expended in the construction or repair of any levee unless and 
until assurances have been given satisfactory to the commission that 
local interests protected thereby will contribute for such construction 
and repair a sum which the commission shall determine to be just and 
equitable but which shall not be less than one-half of such sum as may 
have been allotted by the commission for such work: Provided, That 
such contributions shall be expended under the direction of the com-
mission, or in such manner as it may require or approve, but no con-
tribution made by any State or levee district shall be expended in 
any other State or levee district except with the approval of the 
authorities of the State or district so contributing.

(c) Any funds which may hereafter be appropriated under author-
ity of this Act for improving the Mississippi River between the Head 
of the Passes and the mouth of the Ohio River, and which may be
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allotted to levees, may be expended upon any part of said river 
between the Head of the Passes and Rock Island, Illinois.

(d) No money appropriated under authority of this Act shall be 
expended in payment for any right of way for any levee which may 
be constructed in cooperation with any State or levee district under 
authority of this Act, but all such rights of way shall be provided free 
of cost to the United States: Provided, That no money paid or ex-
pense incurred by any State or levee district in securing such rights 
of way, or in any temporary works of emergency during an impending 
flood, or for the maintenance of any levee line, shall be computed as 
a part of the contribution of such State or levee district toward the 
construction or repair of any levee within the meaning of paragraph 
(b) of this section.

That the watercourses connected with the Mississippi River to such 
extent as may be necessary to exclude the flood waters from the 
upper limits of any delta basin, together with the Ohio River from 
its mouth to the mouth of the Cache River, may, in the discretion 
of said commission, receive allotments for improvements now under 
way or hereafter to be undertaken.

Upon the completion of any levee constructed for flood control 
under authority of this Act, said levee shall be turned over to the 
levee district protected thereby for maintenance thereafter; but for 
all other purposes the United States shall retain such control over 
the same as it may have the right to exercise upon such completion.

SACRAMENTO RIVER, CALIFORNIA.

Sec . 2. That for controlling the floods, removing the debris, and 
continuing the improvement of the Sacramento River, California, in 
accordance with the plans of the California Debris Commission, the 
Secretary of War is hereby authorized and directed to carry on con-
tinuously, by hired labor or otherwise, the plan of said commission 
contained in its report submitted August tenth, nineteen hundred 
and ten, and printed in House Document Numbered Eighty-one, 
Sixty-second Congress, first session, as modified by the report of 
said commission submitted February eighth, nineteen hundred and 
thirteen, approved by the Chief of Engineers of the United States 
Army and the Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, and 
printed in Rivers and Harbors Committee Document Numbered Five, 
Sixty-third Congress, first session, in so far as said plan provides for 
the rectification and enlargement of river channels and the construc-
tion of weirs, to be paid for as appropriations may from time to time 
he made by law, not to exceed in the aggregate $5,600,000: Pro-
vided, That not more than $1,000,000 shall be expended therefor 
during any one fiscal year.

(a) All money appropriated under authority of this section shall 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War, in accord-
ance with the plans, specifications, and recommendations of the 
California Debris Commission, as approved by the Chief of Engineers, 
for the control of floods, removal of debris, and the general improve-
ment of the Sacramento River: Provided, That no money shall be 
expended under authority of this section until assurances have been 
given satisfactory to the Secretary of War (a) that the State of 
California will contribute annually for such work a sum equal to 
such sum as may be expended annually therefor by the United 
States under authority of this section; (b) that such equal contribu-
tions by the State of California will continue annually until the full 
equal snare of the cost of such work shall have been contributed by 
said State; and (c) that the river levees contemplated in the report 
of the California Debris Commission, dated August tenth, nineteen 
hundred and ten, will be constructed to such grade and section and
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within such time as may be required by said commission: Provided 
further, That said State shall not be required to expend for such work, 
for any one year, a sum larger than that expended thereon by the 
United States during the same year: And provided further, That the 
total contributions so required of the State of California shall not 
exceed in the aggregate, $5,600,000.

(b) All money contributed by the State of California, as herein 
provided, shall be expended under the direction of the California 
Debris Commission and in such manner as it may require or approve, 
and no money appropriated under authority of this section shall be 
expended in the purchase of or payment for any right of way, ease-
ment, or land acquired for the purposes of this improvement, but all 
such rights of way, easements, and lands shall be provided free of 
cost to the United States: Provided, That no money paid or expense 
incurred therefor shall be computed as a part of the contribution of 
the State of California toward the work of improvement herein pro-
vided for within the meaning of paragraph (a) of this section.

(c) Upon the completion of all works for flood control herein 
authorized the said works shall be turned over to the State of Cali-
fornia for maintenance thereafter; but for all other purposes the 
United States shall retain such control over the same as it may have 
the right to exercise upon such completion.

general  provisions .

Sec . 3. That all the provisions of existing law relating to examina-
tions and surveys and to works of improvement of rivers and harbors 
shall apply, so far as applicable, to examinations and surveys and to 
works of improvement relating to flood control. And all expendi-
tures of funds hereafter appropriated for works and projects relating 
to flood control shall be made in accordance with and subject to the 
law governing the disbursement and expenditure of funds appro-
priated for the improvement of rivers and harbors.

All examinations and surveys of projects relating to flood control 
shall include a comprehensive study of the watershed or watersheds, 
and the report thereon in addition to any other matter upon which 
a report is required shall give such data as it may be practicable to 
secure in regard to (a) the extent and character of the area to be 
affected by the proposed improvement; (b) the probable effect upon 
any navigable water or waterway; (c) the possible economical devel-
opment and utilization of water power; and (d) such other uses as 
may be properly related to or coordinated with the project. And 
the heads of the several departments of the Government may, in their 
discretion, and shall upon the request of the Secretary of War, detail 
representatives from their respective departments to assist the Engi-
neers of the Army in the study and examination of such watersheds, 
to the end that duplication of work may be avoided and the various 
services of the Government economically coordinated therein: Pro-
vided, That all reports on preliminary examinations hereafter author-
ized, together with the report of the Board of Engineers for Rivers 
and Harbors thereon and the separate report of the representative of 
any other department, shall be submitted to the Secretary of War by 
the Chief of Engineers, with his recommendations, and shall be trans-
mitted by the Secretary of War to the House of Representatives, and 
are hereby ordered to be printed when so made.

In the consideration of all works and . projects relating to flood 
control which may be submitted to the Board of Engineers for Rivers 
and Harbors for consideration and recommendation, said board shall, 
in addition to any other matters upon which it may be required to 
report, state its opinion as to (a) what Federal interest, if any, is 
involved in the proposed improvement; (b) what share of the expense,
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if any, should be borne by the United States; and (c) the advisability 
of adopting the project.

All examinations and reports which may now be made by the 
Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors upon request of the Com-
mittee on Rivers and Harbors relating to works or projects of navi-
gation shall in like manner be made upon request of the Committee 
on Flood Control on all works and projects relating to flood control.

Sec . 4. That the salary of the civilian members of the Mississippi 
River Commission shall hereafter be $5,000 per annum.

Approved, March 1, 1917.

CHAP. 145.—An Act To provide a civil government for Porto Rico, and for other 
purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the provisions of this 
Act shall apply to the island of Porto Rico and to the adjacent islands 
belonging to the United States, and waters of those islands; and the 
name Porto Rico as used in this Act shall be held to include not 
only the island of that name but all the adjacent islands as aforesaid.

BILL OF RIGHTS.

Sec . 2. That no law shall be enacted in Porto Rico which shall 
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process 
of law, or deny to any person therein the equal protection of the laws.

That in all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right 
to have the assistance of counsel for his defense, to be informed of 
the nature and cause of the accusation, to have a copy thereof, to 
have a speedy and public trial, to be confronted with the witnesses 
against nim, and to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his favor.

That no person shall be held to answer for a criminal offense without 
due process of law; and no person for the same offense shall be twice 
put m jeopardy of punishment, nor shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself.

That all persons shall before conviction be bailable by sufficient 
sureties, except for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the 
presumption great.

That no law impairing the obligation of contracts shall be enacted.
That no person shall be imprisoned for debt. 
That the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be sus-  

pended, unless when in case of rebellion, insurrection, or invasion 
the public safety may require it, in either of which events the same 
may be suspended by the President, or by the governor, whenever 
during such period the necessity for such suspension shall exist.

That no ex post facto law or bill of attainder shall be enacted. 
Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public use  

except upon payment of just compensation ascertained in the man-
ner provided by law.

Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to limit the power  
of the legislature to enact laws for the protection of the lives, health, 
or safety of employees.

That no law granting a title of nobility shall be enacted, and no 
person holding any office of profit or trust under the government of 
Porto Rico shall, without the consent of the Congress of the United 
States, accept any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind 
whatever from any king, queen, prince, or foreign State, or any offi-
cer thereof.
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