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October 19,1915. By  the  Presiden t  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri ca

October 20,1915.

Export of arms, etc.
Preamble.
Vol. 37, p. 630.

Declaration of ex-
istence of domestic vio- 
ence in Mexico.

Warning against il-
legal shipment of 
arms, etc., thereto.

Officers to enforce 
laws.

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS, a Joint Resolution of Congress, approved March 14th, 
1912, reads and provides as follows:—“That whenever the President 
shall find that in any American country conditions of domestic vio-
lence exist which are promoted by the use of arms or munitions of 
war procured from the United States, and shall make proclamation 
thereof, it shall be unlawful to export except under such limitations 
and exceptions as the President shall prescribe any arms or munitions 
of war from any place in the United States to such country until 
otherwise ordered by the President or by Congress”;

And whereas, it is provided by Section II of the said Joint Resolu-
tion, “That any shipment of material hereby declared unlawful after 
such a proclamation shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding two years, or both”:

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United 
States of America, acting under and by virtue of the authority con-
ferred in me by the said Joint Resolution of Congress, do hereby 
declare and proclaim that I have found that there exist in Mexico 
such conditions of domestic violence promoted by the use of arms or 
munitions of war procured from the United States as contemplated 
by the said Joint Resolution; and I do hereby admonish all citizens 
of the United States and every person to abstain from every viola-
tion of the provisions of the Joint Resolution above set forth, hereby 
made applicable to Mexico, and I do hereby warn them that au 
violations, of such provisions will be rigorously prosecuted. And I 
do hereby enjoin upon all officers of the United States, charged with 
the execution of the laws thereof, the utmost diligence in preventing 
violations of the said Joint Resolution and this my Proclamation 
issued thereunder, and in bringing to trial and punishment any 
offenders against the same.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this nineteenth day of October in 
the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 

[seal .] fifteen and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and fortieth.

Woodrow  Wils on
By the President:

Robert  Lansi ng ,
Secretary of State.

By  the  Presi dent  of  the  United  States  of  Amer ica

A PROCLAMATION
Thanksgiving Day, 

1915.
Preamble.

It has long been the honoured custom of our people to turn in the 
fruitful autumn of the year in praise and thanksgiving to Almighty 
God for his many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. The year 
that is now drawing to a close since we last observed our day of na-
tional thanksgiving has been, while a year of discipline because of the 
mighty forces of war and of change which have disturbed the world, 
also a year of special blessing for us.

Another year of peace has been vouchsafed us; another year in 
which not only to take thought of our duty to ourselves and to man-
kind but also to adjust ourselves to the many responsibilities thrust 
upon us by a war which has involved almost the whole of Europe.
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November 11, 1915.

We have been able to assert our rights and the rights of mankind 
without breach of friendship with the great nations with whom we 
have had to deal; and while we have asserted rights we have been 
able also to perform duties and exercise privileges of succour and 
helpfulness which should serve to demonstrate our desire to make 
the offices of friendship the means of truly disinterested and unselfish 
service. Our ability to serve all who could avail themselves of our 
services in the midst of crisis has been increased, by a gracious 
Providence, by more and more abundant crops; our ample financial 
resources have enabled us to steady the markets of the world and 
facilitate necessary movements of commerce which the war might 
otherwise have rendered impossible; and our people have come more 
and more to a sober realization of the part they have been called upon 
to play in a time when all the world is shaken by unparalleled dis-
tresses and disasters. The extraordinary circumstances of such a 
time have done much to quicken our national consciousness and 
deepen and confirm our confidence in the principles of peace and 
freedom by which we have always sought to be guided. Out of 
darkness and perplexity have come firmer counsels of policy and 
clearer perceptions of the essential welfare of the nation. We have 
prospered while other peoples were at war, but our prosperity has 
been vouchsafed us, we believe, only that we might the better per-
form the functions which war rendered it impossible for them to 
perform.

Now, THEREFORE, I, WOODROW WILSON, President of the 
United Stated of America, do hereby designate Thursday the twenty-
fifth of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and 
invite the people throughout the land to cease from their wonted 
occupations and in their several homes and places of worship render 
thanks to Almighty God.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this twentieth day of October 
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 

[sea l .] fifteen and of the independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and fortieth.

Woodrow  Wils on
By the President:

Robert  Lans ing ,
Secretary of State.

Thursday, Novem-
ber 25, 1915, appointed 
as a day of general 
thanksgiving.

By  the  Presi dent  of  the  United  State s  .of  Amer ica ,

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS a state of war unhappily exists between France, Great 
Britain, Italy and Servia on the one side and Bulgaria on the other;

And Whereas the United States is on terms of friendship and amity 
with the contending powers, and with the persons inhabiting their 
several dominions;

And Whereas there are citizens of the United States residing within 
the territories or dominions of each of the said belligerents and carry-
ing on commerce, trade, or other business or pursuits therein;

And Whereas there are subjects of each of the said belligerents 
residing within the territory or jurisdiction of the United States, and 
carrying on commerce, trade, or other business or pursuits therein;

And Whereas the laws and treaties of the United States, without 
interfering with the free expression of opinion and sympathy, or with 
the commercial manufacture or sale of arms or munitions of war,

War between Bul-
garia and France, 
Great Britain, Italy, 
and Servia.

Preamble.
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