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is hereby reserved and withdrawn from settlement, occupancy, or 
disposal under the laws of the United States, and said tract is dedi-
cated and set apart as a public park for the benefit and enjoyment 
of the people of the United States, under the name of the Rocky 
Mountain National Park: Provided, That the United States Reclama-
tion Service may enter upon and utilize for flowage or other pur-
poses any area within said park which may be necessary for the 
development and maintenance of a Government reclamation project.

Sec . 2. That nothing herein contained shall affect any valid exist-
ing claim, location, or entry under the land laws of the United States, 
whether for homestead, mineral, right of way, or any other purpose 
whatsoever, or shall affect the rights of any such claimant, locator, 
or entryman to the full use and enjoyment of his land. Whenever 
consistent with the primary purposes of the park the Act of Febru-
ary fifteenth, nineteen hundred and one, applicable to the location 
of rights of way in certain national parks and the national forests 
for irrigation and other purposes, shall be and remain applicable to 
the lands included within the park. The Secretary of the Interior 
may, in his discretion and upon such conditions as he may deem wise, 
grant easements or rights of way for steam, electric, or similar trans-
portation upon or across the park

Sec . 3. That no lands located within the park boundaries now held 
in private, municipal, or State ownership shall be affected by or sub-
ject to the provisions of this Act.

Sec . 4. That the said park shall be under the executive control of 
the Secretary of the Interior, and it shall be the duty of the said 
executive authority, as soon as practicable, to make and publish 
such reasonable rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the 
laws of the United States, as the said authority may deem neces-
sary or proper for the care, protection, management, and improve-
ment of the same, the said regulations being primarily aimed at the 
freest use of the said park for recreation purposes by the public and 
for the preservation of the natural conditions and scenic beauties 
thereof. The said authority may, in his discretion, execute leases to 
parcels of ground not exceeding twenty acres in extent in any one 
place to any person or company for not to exceed twenty years 
whenever such ground is necessary for the erection of establish-
ments for the accommodation of visitors, may grant such other neces-
sary privileges and concessions as he deems wise for the accommoda-
tion of visitors, and may likewise arrange for the removal of such 
mature or dead or down timber as he may deem necessary and ad-
visable for the protection and improvement of the park. The regu-
lations governing the park shall include provisions for the use of 
automobiles therein: Provided, That no appropriation for the main-
tenance, supervision or improvement of said park in excess of 
$10,000 annually shall be made unless the same shall have first been 
expressly authorized by law.

Approved, January 26, 1915.

January 28,1915.
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CHAP. 20.—An Act To create the Coast Guard by combining therein the existing 
Life-Saving Service and Revenue-Cutter Service.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be estab-
lished in lieu of the existing Revenue-Cutter Service and the Life- 
Saving Service, to be composed of those two existing organizations, 
with the existing offices and positions and the incumbent officers and 
men of those two services, the Coast Guard, which shall constitute a 
part of the military forces of the United States and which shall oper-
ate under the Treasury Department in time of peace and operate as
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a part of the Navy, subject to the orders of the Secretary of the 
Navy, in time of war or when the President shall so direct. When 
subject to the Secretary of the Navy in time of war the expense of 
the Coast Guard shall be paid by the Navy Department: Provided, 
That no provision of this Act shall be construed as giving any officer 
of either the Coast Guard or the Navy, military or other control at 
any time over any vessel, officer, or man of the other service except 
by direction of the President.

Sec . 2. That in the Coast Guard there shall be a captain com-
mandant, senior captains, captains, first lieutenants, second lieu-
tenants, third lieutenants, engineer in chief, captains of engineers, 
first lieutenants of engineers, second lieutenants of engineers, third 
lieutenants of engineers and constructors, cadet and cadet engineers, 
warrant officers, petty officers, and other enlisted men, all of said 
offices, respectively, corresponding to the present offices of the 
Revenue-Cutter Service, which are transferred to the Coast Guard, 
and all the present incumbents, officers and enlisted men, are also 
transferred to corresponding positions in the Coast Guard; a general 
superintendent, assistant general superintendent, district superin-
tendents, keepers, and surfmen, which offices and positions shall be 
transferred from the corresponding positions in the existing T nfe- 
Saving Service and be made like positions in the Coast Guard, and 
all the incumbent officers and surfmen shall be transferred to such
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corresponding positions in the Coast Guard, in which the superin-
tendents shall be commissioned as such, keepers shall be warrant 
officers, and surfmen shall be enlisted men, of which enlisted men 
the number one surfmen shall be petty officers.

There shall be in the administrative service of the Coast Guard 
two chiefs of division, to be appointed by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, with annual salary of $3,000 each, together with such clerical 
and technical positions and the incumbents therein as it may be neces-
sary to transfer from the two existing organizations to the Coast 
Guard. There may be such other clerical and technical assistance 
as may from time to time be authorized by Congress.

Except as herein modified all existing laws relating either to the 
present Life-Saving Service or the present Revenue-Cutter Service 
shall remain of force as far as applicable to the Coast Guard and the 
offices, positions, operations, and duties shall in all respects be held 
and construed to impose the same duties upon the positions and their 
incumbents in the Coast Guard as are now imposed upon the corre-
sponding positions and incumbents in the said two existing organiza-
tions. The provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to regulate 
enlistments and punishments in the United States Revenue-Cutter 
Service,” approved May twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and six, 
shall apply to and govern the Coast Guard.

All duties now performed by the Revenue-Cutter Service and Life- 
Saving Service shall continue to be performed by the Coast Guard, 
and all such duties, together with all duties that may hereafter be 
imposed upon the Coast Guard, shall be administered by the captain 
commandant, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and all funds and appropriations now provided by law for the Revenue- 
Cutter Service and all funds and appropriations now provided by law 
for the Life-Saving Service shall be available for like purposes under 
the Coast Guard hereby created.

Sec . 3. That all existing laws affecting rank, pay, and allowances 
in the present Life-Saving Service and the present Revenue-Cutter 
Service shall apply to the corresponding positions in the Coast Guard 
and the officers and men transferred thereto and their successors. 
This shall include all laws and regulations which now give to the 
enlisted men of the existing Revenue-Cutter Service increased pay
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of $1 per month, for each three years’ service, allowances for uniforms, 
and all other allowances or gratuities due to enlisted men, which are 
hereby made applicable to the enlisted men of the Coast Guard who 
were formerly surfmen in the Life-Saving Service.

The provisions of sections three, four, five, six, seven, eight, and 
nine of the Act of April twelfth, nineteen hundred and two, in so far 
as they provide for the retirement of officers of the Revenue-Cutter 
Service, are hereby extended to include commissioned officers, war-
rant officers, and enlisted men of the Coast Guard. A commissioned 
officer, warrant officer, or enlisted man who has served thirty years, 
upon suitable application and as to commissioned officers upon 
approval by the Secretary of the Treasury, may be retired from active 
service and receive seventy-five per centum of the duty pay, salary 
and increase of his grade or rating: Provided, That such commis-
sioned officer, warrant officer, or enlisted man may be assigned to 
such duties as he may be able to perform. The commissioned officers, 
warrant officers, and petty officers of the Coast Guard shall receive 
ten per centum increase of pay for every five years of service, such 
increase not to exceed forty per centum of the pay of their grade or 
rating subject to the limitations of existing laws governing longevity 
pay: Provided further, That in computing length of service for any 
purpose all creditable service in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Revenue-Cutter Service, and Life-Saving Service shall be included, 
counting part of a year as a whole year where stations were operated 
only part of a year: And provided further, That no person shall receive 
for the same time retired pay and the extra pay allowed under sec-
tion seven of the Act of May fourth, eighteen hundred and eighty-two. 
The provisions of section three of the Act of March twenty-sixth, 
nineteen hundred and eight, increasing the efficiency of the personnel 
of the Life-Saving Service shall apply to the death of any officer, 
warrant officer, or enlisted man on the active list in the Coast Guard: 
Provided, That no pension shall be allowed or paid to any commis-
sioned officer, warrant officer, or enlisted man in the Coast Guard 
either on the active or retired list.

Sec . 4. That hereafter, whenever a vacancy occurs in the grade 
of keeper of a life-saving station or house of refuge, it shall be filled 
by promotion and appointment from the grade of surfman, and when-
ever a vacancy shall occur in the grade of district superintendent 
the vacancy shall be filled by promotion and appointment from the 
grade of keeper: Provided, That the district superintendents shall 
be the chief officers and first in authority in their respective districts, 
subject to the authority of the captain commandant.

When the organization of the Coast Guard shall have been perfected 
the President is authorized to retire the general superintendent on 
seventy-five per centum of his present salary, and no further appoint-
ment shall be made to such office. At the same time the office of 
assistant general superintendent shall be abolished.

Sec . 5. That the captain commandant of the Coast Guard shall 
submit to the Secretary of the Treasury, for transmission to Congress, 
an annual report of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for 
the maintenance of the Coast Guard and of the operations of the 
Coast Guard during the year.

Sec . 6. That any person using any vessel in the Coast-Guard 
Service for private purposes, in vimation of law, shall upon conviction 
thereof be fined $1,000.

Sec . 7. That all Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent herewith are 
hereby repealed.

Approved, January 28, 1915.
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