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Appropriation from 
District revenues.

Refund.
Proviso.
Expenses to be de-

ducted from award.

owner of said property so affected by change of grade may be entitled, 
as provided in and by the aforesaid Act of Congress so amended as 
aforesaid.

Sec . 3. That a sufficient sum to pay the compensation and expenses 
of said commission and the compensation of said jurors and the 
amount of any appraisement or award of damages made in favor of 
the owner of said property is hereby appropriated out of the revenues 
of the District of Columbia, and fifty per centum thereof shall be 
refunded to said District of Columbia by the United States: Provided, 
however, That from such sum or sums as may be awarded to said 
owners, there shall be deducted the compensation and expenses of 
said commission and the compensation of said jurors.

Approved, August 8, 1914.

August 8,1914. 
[H.R. 11822.]

[Public, No. 169.]

Richmond, Va.
Acquiring additional 

land for public build-
ing at, authorized.

Proviso.
Condition.

CHAP. 243.—An Act To acquire, by purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, 
additional land for the post office, courthouse, and customhouse in the city of Rich-
mond, Virginia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed, in his discre-
tion, to acquire, by purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, the remain-
der of the block, bounded by Main, Tenth, Eleventh, and Bank 
Streets, in which the post office, courthouse, and customhouse, in the 
city of Richmond, Commonwealth of Virginia, is located, at a cost 
not exceeding $450,000: Provided, That in the judgment of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury the public interest would be better served by 
acquiring said property than by acquiring another site for additional 
post-office facilities.

Approved, August 8, 1914.

August 13, 1914.
[S. 4628.]

[Public, No. 170.]

Reclamation Act.
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struction charges here-
after.

Vol. 32, p. 388.

Vol. 34, p. 519.
Vol. 37, p. 265.
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CHAP. 247.—An Act Extending the period of payment under reclamation pro-
jects, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person whose lands 
hereafter become subject to the terms and conditions of the Act 
approved June seventeenth, nineteen hundred and two, entitled 
“An Act appropriating the receipts from the sale and disposal of 
public lands in certain States and Territories to the construction of 
irrigation works for the reclamation of arid lands,” and Acts amenda-
tory thereof or supplementary thereto, hereafter to be referred to as 
the reclamation law, and any person who. hereafter makes entry 
thereunder shall at the time of making water-right application or entry, 
as the case may be, pay into the reclamation fund five per centum of 
the construction charge fixed for his land as an initial installment, and 
shall pay the balance of said charge in fifteen amiual installments, the 
first nve of which shall each be five per centum of the construction 
charge and the remainder shall each be seven per centum until the 
whole amount shall have been paid. The first of the annual install-
ments shall become due and payable on December first of the fifth 
calendar year after the initial installment: Provided, That any water-
right applicant or entryman may, if he so elects, pay the whole or any 
part of the construction charges owing by him within any shorter 
period: Provided further, That entry may be made whenever water is 
available, as announced by the Secretary of the Interior, and the 
initial payment be made when the charge per acre is established.
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ACT SHALL APPLY TO EXISTING PROJECTS.

Sec . 2. That any person whose land or entry has heretofore become 
subject to the terms and conditions of the reclamation law shall pay 
the construction charge, or the portion of the construction charge 
remaining unpaid, in twenty annual installments, the first of which 
shall become due and payable on December first of the year in which 
the public notice affecting his land is issued under this Act, and subse-
quent installments on December first of each year thereafter. The 
first four of such installments shall each be two per centum, the next 
two installments shall each be four per centum, and the next fourteen 
each six per centum of the total construction charge, or the portion 
of the construction charge unpaid at the beginning of such installments.

PENALTIES.

Sec . 3. That if any water-right applicant or entryman shall fail to 
pay any installment of his construction charges when due, there shall 
be added to the amount unpaid a penalty of one per centum thereof, 
and there shall be added a like penalty of one per centum of the 
amount unpaid on the first day of each month thereafter so long as 
such default shall continue. If any such applicant or entryman shall 
be one year in default in the payment of any installment of the con-
struction charges and penalties, or any part thereof, his water-right 
application, and if he be a homestead entryman his entry also, shall 
be subject to cancellation, and all payments made by him forfeited 
to the reclamation fund, but no homestead entry shall be subject to 
contest because of such default: Provided, That if the Secretary of 
the Interior shall so elect, he may cause suit or action to be brought 
for the recovery of the amount in default and penalties; but if suit or 
action be brought, the right to declare a cancellation and forfeiture 
shall be suspended pending such suit or action.

INCREASE OF CHARGES.

Sec . 4. That no increase in the construction charges shall here-
after be made, after the same have been fixed by public notice, except 
by agreement between the Secretary of the Interior and a majority of 
the water-right applicants and entrymen to be affected by such 
increase, whereupon all water-right applicants and entrymen in the 
area proposed to be affected by the increased charge shall become sub-
ject thereto. Such increased charge shall be added to the construc-
tion charge and payment thereof distributed over the remaining 
unpaid installments of construction charges: Provided, That the 
Secretary of the Interior, in his discretion, may agree that such in-
creased construction charge shall be paid in additional annual install-
ments, each of which shall be at least equal to the amount of the 
largest installment as fixed for the project by the public notice there-
tofore issued. And such additional installments of the increased 
construction charge, as so agreed upon, shall become due and payable 
on December first of each year subsequent to the year when the final 
installment of the construction charge under such public notice is due 
and payable: Provided further, That all such increased construction 
charges shall be subject to the same conditions, penalties, and suit or 
action as provided in section three of this Act.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.

Sec . 5. That in addition to the construction charge, every water- 
right applicant, entryman, or landowner under or upon a recla-
mation project shall also pay, whenever water service is available

Payments under ex-
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for the irrigation of his land, an operation and maintenance charge 
based upon the total cost of operation and maintenance of the project, 
or each separate unit thereof, and such charge shall be made for each 
acre-foot of water delivered; but each acre of irrigable land, whether 
irrigated or not, shall be charged with a minimum operation and 
maintenance charge based upon the charge for delivery of not less 
than one acre-foot of water: Provided, That, whenever any legally 
organized water users’ association or irrigation district shall so request, 
the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized, in his discretion, to 
transfer to such water users’ association or irrigation district the 
care, operation, and maintenance of all or any part of the project 
works, subject to such rules and regulations as he may prescribe. If 
the total amount of operation and maintenance charges and penalties 
collected for any one irrigation season on any project shall exceed 
the.cost of operation and maintenance of the project during that irri-
gation season, the balance shall be applied to a reduction of the 
charge on the project for the next irrigation season, and any deficit 
incurred may likewise be added to the charge for the next irrigation 
season.

PENALTIES.

Sec . 6. That all operation and maintenance charges shall become 
due and payable on the date fixed for each project by the Secretary 
of the Interior, and if such charge is paid on or before the date when 
due there shall.be a discount of five per centum of such charge; but 
if such charge is unpaid on the first day of the third calendar month 
thereafter, a penalty of one per centum of the amount unpaid shall be 
added thereto, and thereafter an additional penalty of one per centum 
of the amount unpaid shall be added on the first day of each calendar 
month if such charge and penalties shall remain unpaid, and no water 
shall be delivered to the lands of any water-right applicant or entry-
man who shall be in arrears for more than one calendar year for the 
payment of any charge for operation and maintenance, or any annual 
construction charge and penalties. If any water-right applicant or 
entryman shall be one year in arrears in the payment of any charge 
for operation and maintenance and penalties, or any part thereof, 
his water-right application, and if he be a homestead entryman his 
entry also, shall be subject to cancellation, and all payments made by 
him forfeited to the reclamation fund, but no homestead entry shall 
be subject to contest because of such arrears. In the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Interior suit or action may be brought for the 
amounts in default and penalties in like manner as provided in sec-
tion three of this Act.

FISCAL AGENT.

Sec . 7. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized, 
in his discretion, to designate and appoint, under such rules and regu-
lations as he may prescribe, the legally organized water users’ asso-
ciation or irrigation district, under any reclamation project, as the 
fiscal agent of the United States to collect the annual payments on 
the construction charge of the project and the annual charges for 
operation and maintenance and all penalties: Provided, That no 
water-right applicant or entryman shall be entitled to credit for any 
payment thus made until the same shall have been paid over to an 
officer designated by the Secretary of the Interior to receive the 
same.

RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS.

Sec . 8. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 
to make general rules and regulations governing the use of water in 
the irrigation of the lands within any project, and may require the

shall.be
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LANDS NOT SUBJECT TO RECLAMATION ACT.

reclamation for agricultural purposes and the cultivation of one- 
fourth the irrigable area under each water-right application or entry 
within three full irrigation seasons after the filing of water-right 
application or entry, and the reclamation for agricultural purposes 
and the cultivation of one-half the irrigable area within five full irri-
gation seasons after the filing of the water-right application or entry, 
and shall provide for continued compliance with such requirements. 
Failure on the part of any water-right applicant or entryman to com-
ply with such requirements shall render his application or entry 
subject to cancellation.

Penalty for noncom- 
pliance.

Additional charges 
on lands not subject to 
reclamation Act.

Sec . 9. That in all cases where application for water right for 
lands in private ownership or lands held under entries not subject 
to the reclamation law shall not be made within one year after the 
passage of this Act, or within one year after notice issued in pursu-
ance of section four of the reclamation Act, in cases where such 
notice has not heretofore been issued, the construction charges for 
such land shall be increased five per centum each year until such 
application is made and an initial installment is paid.

Vol. 32, p. 389.

WITHDRAWN LANDS SUBJECT TO ENTRY.

Sec . 10. That the Act of Congress approved February eighteenth, 
nineteen hundred and eleven, entitled “An Act to amend section 
five of the Act of Congress of June twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred 
and ten, entitled 'An Act to authorize advances to the reclamation 
fund and for the issuance and disposal of certificates of indebtedness 
in reimbursement therefor, and for other purposes,’ ” be, and the 
same hereby is, amended so as to read as follows:

“Sec . 5. That no entry shall be hereafter made and no entryman 
shall be permitted to go upon lands reserved for irrigation purposes 
until the Secretary of the Interior shall have established the unit of 
acreage per entry, and water is ready to be delivered for the land in 
such unit or some part thereof and such fact has been announced 
by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That where entries 
made prior to June twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and ten, have 
been or may be relinquished, in whole or in part, the lands so relin-
quished shall be subject to settlement and entry under the reclama-
tion law.”

WATER SERVICE.

Sec . 11. That whenever water is available and it is impracticable 
to apportion operation and maintenance charges as provided in sec-
tion five of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior may, prior to giving 
public notice of the construction charge per acre upon land under any 
project, furnish water to any entryman or private landowner there-
under until such notice is given, making a reasonable charge therefor, 
and such charges shall be subject to the same penalties and to the pro-
visions for cancellation and collection as herein provided for other 
operation and maintenance charges.

ADMISSION OF PRIVATE LANDOWNERS TO NEW PROJECTS.

Sec . 12. That before any contract is let or work begun for the con-
struction of any reclamation project hereafter adopted the Secretary 
of the Interior shall require the owners of private lands thereunder to 
agree to dispose of all lands in excess of the area which he shall deem 
sufficient for the support of a family upon the land in question, upon

91006°—vol  38—pt  1---- 44
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such terms and at not to exceed such price as the Secretary of the In-
terior may designate; and if any landowner shall refuse to agree to 
the requirements fixed by the Secretary of the Interior, his land shall 
not be included within the project if adopted for construction.

DISPOSITION OF EXCESS FARM UNITS.

Sec . 13. That all entries under reclamation projects containing 
more than one farm unit shall be reduced in area and conformed to a 
single farm unit within two years after making proof of residence, 
improvement, and cultivation, or within two years after the issuance 
of a farm-unit plat for the project, if the same issues subsequent to the 
making of such proof: Provided, That such proof is made within four 
years from the date as announced by the Secretary of the Interior that 
water is available for delivery for the land. Any entryman failing 
within the period herein provided to dispose of the excess of his entry 
above one farm unit, in the manner provided by law, and to conform 
his entry to a single farm unit shall render his entry subject to cancella-
tion as to the excess above one farm unit: Provided, That upon com-
pliance with the provisions of law such entryman shall be entitled to 
receive a patent for that part of his entry which conforms to one farm 
unit as established for the project: Provided further, That no person 
shall hold by assignment more than one farm unit prior to final pay-
ment of all charges for all the land held by him subject to the reclama-
tion law, except operation and maintenance charges not then due.

ACCEPTANCE OF THIS ACT.

Sec . 14. That any person whose land or entry has heretofore 
become subject to the reclamation law, who desires to secure the 
benefits of the extension of the period of payments provided by this 
Act, shall, within six months after the issuance of the first public 
notice hereunder affecting his land or entry, notify the Secretary of 
the Interior, in the manner to be prescribed by said Secretary, of his 
acceptance of all of the terms and conditions of this Act, and there-
after his lands or entry shall be subject to all of the provisions of this 
Act.

Sec . 15. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to 
perform any and all acts and to make such rules and regulations as 
may be necessary and proper for the purpose of carrying the provi-
sions of this Act into full force and effect.

Sec . 16. That from and after July first, nineteen hundred and 
fifteen, expenditures shall not be made for carrying out the purposes 
of the reclamation law except out of appropriations made annually by 
Congress therefor, and the Secretary of the Interior shall, for the fiscal 
year nineteen hundred and sixteen, and annually thereafter, in the 
regular Book of Estimates, submit to Congress estimates of the 
amount of money necessary to be expended for carrying out any or all 
of the purposes authorized by the reclamation law, including the 
extension and completion of existing projects and units thereof and 
the construction of new projects. The annual appropriations made 
hereunder by Congress for such purposes shall be paid out of the 
reclamation fund provided for by the reclamation law.

Approved, August 13, 1914.
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