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CHAP. 406.—An Act Making an appropriation for the survey of public lands 
lying within the limits of land grants, to provide for the forfeiture to the United States 
of unsurveyed land grants to railroads, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That to enable the Secretary 
of the Interior to complete the adjustment of land grants made by 
Congress to aid in the construction of railroads, and to subject the 
lands granted to taxation by States, Territories, and municipal 
authorities, any railroad corporation required by law to pay the costs 
of surveying, selecting, or conveying any lands granted to such 
company or corporation, or for its use and benefit, by any Act of 
Congress, shall be, and is hereby, required, within ninety days from 
demand by the Secretary of the Interior, to deposit in a proper 
United States depository to the credit of the United States a sum 
sufficient to pay the cost of surveying, selecting, and conveying any 
of the unsurveyed lands granted to such company, or for its use and 
benefit, under any act of Congress: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of the Interior shall determine and specify in the notice or 
demand to such company the amount of the required deposit, and 
may, in his discretion, demand a sum sufficient to cover the cost of 
the survey, selection, and conveyance of the entire area granted to 
any company, or for its use and benefit, then unsurveyed, or for such 
townships or fractional townships as he may prescribe and designate 
in the notice or demand to such company, as aforesaid: And pro-
vided further, That the amount deposited shall, subject to the rules 
and regulations of the Department of the Interior, under the direc-
tion of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, be disbursed 
for the surveying, including office and field work, selection, and 
conveyance of the lands granted and designated in the notice of the 

 Secretary of the Interior, as aforesaid: And provided further, That 
in the event the money deposited by any railroad corporation under 
the provisions of this act shall exceed the cost of said surveys, the 
said excess thereof shall be repaid to the corporations so depositing 
the same, or to its assigns.

t Sec . 2. That if any railroad corporation required by law to pay 
the costs of surveying, selecting, or conveying any lands granted 
to such corporation, or for its use and benefit, by any Act of Con-
gress, shall, for ninety days from notice or demand by the Secretary 
of the Interior, as provided in this Act, neglect or refuse to deposit 
an amount sufficient to meet the expense of surveying, selecting, 
and conveying the unsurveyed lands granted to such company, or 
for its use and benefit, by any Act of Congress, and designated in 
the notice or demand by the Secretary of the Interior, as aforesaid, 
the rights, title, and interests of such company, and all those claim-
ing by, through, or under it, in and to the unsurveyed lands desig-
nated in the notice of the Secretary, as aforesaid, shall cease and 
forfeit to the United States; and the Secretary of the Interior shall 
notify the Attorney-General, who shall at once commence pro-
ceedings to declare the forfeiture and to restore the lands forfeited 
to the public domain.
 Sec . 3. That this Act shall not affect the right of the Secretary of 
the Interior to cause the public surveys to be extended over any 
lands granted to any railroad or corporation by any Act of Con-
gress in the manner now otherwise provided by law, nor shall any 
claim, right, interest, or demand of the Government of the United 
States be waived or annulled by the provisions hereof: Provided, 
That all granted lands surveyed under the provisions of this Act 
shall be subject to taxation by States, Territories, and municipal 
authorities, and the right of the Government to reimburse itself for 
the survey, selection, and conveyance of such lands otherwise pro-
vided by law shall remain in full force and effect.
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Sec . 4. That the Secretary of the Interior shall prescribe such 

rules and regulations as will be necessary to the carrying out of the 
foregoing provisions.

Approved, June 25, 1910.

CHAP. 407.—An Act To authorize advances to the “reclamation fund,” and for 
the issue and disposal of certificates of indebtedness in reimbursement therefor, and 
for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That to enable the Secretary 
of the Interior to complete government reclamation projects hereto-
fore begun, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized, upon request 
of the Secretary of the Interior, to transfer from time to time to the 
credit of the reclamation fund created by the Act entitled “An Act 
appropriating the receipts from the sale and disposal of public lands 
in certain States and Territories to the construction of irrigation 
works for the reclamation of arid lands,” approved June seventeenth, 
nineteen hundred and two, such sum or sums, not exceeding in the 
aggregate twenty million dollars, as the Secretary of the Interior 
may deem necessary to complete the said reclamation projects, and 
such extensions thereof as he may deem proper and necessary to the 
successful and profitable operation and maintenance thereof or to 
protect water rights pertaining thereto claimed by the United States, 
provided the same shall be approved by the President of the United 
States; and such sum or sums as may be required to comply with 
the foregoing authority are hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That the sums 
hereby authorized to be transferred to the reclamation fund shall be 
so transferred only as such sums shall be actually needed to meet 
payments for work performed under existing law: And provided 
further, That all sums so transferred shall be reimbursed to the 
Treasury from the reclamation fund, as hereinafter provided: And 
provided further, That no part of this appropriation shall be ex-
pended upon any existing project until it shall have been examined 
and reported upon by a board of engineer officers of the Army, 
designated by the President of the United States, and until it shall 
be approved by the President as feasible and practicable and worthy 
of such expenditure; nor shall any portion of this appropriation be 
expended upon any new project.

Sec . 2. That for the purpose of providing the Treasury with funds 
for such advances to the reclamation fund, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury is authorized to issue certificates of indebtedness of the United 
States in such form as he may prescribe and in denominations of fifty 
dollars, or multiples of that sum; said certificates to be redeemable at 
the option of the United States at any time after three years from the 
date of their issue and to be payable five years after such date, and 
to bear interest, payable semiannually, at not exceeding three per 
centum per annum; the principal and interest to be payable in gold 
coin of the United States. The certificates of indebtedness herein 
authorized may be disposed of by the Secretary of the Treasury at not 
less than par, under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, 
giving all citizens of the United States an equal opportunity to sub-
scribe therefor, but no commission shall be allowed and the aggregate 
issue of such certificates shall not exceed the amount of all advances 
made to said reclamation fund, and in no event shall the same exceed 
the sum of twenty million dollars. The certificates of indebtedness 
herein authorized shall be exempt from taxes or duties of the United 
States as well as from taxation in any form by or under state, munici-
pal, or local authority; and a sum not exceeding one-tenth of one per

Regulations.
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