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created. The Commission shall have the power, through subcommit-
tee or otherwise, to examine witnesses and to make such investigations 
and examinations, in this or other countries, of the subjects committed 
to their charge as they shall deem necessary.

Sec . 19. That a sum sufficient to carry out the purposes of sections 
seventeen and eighteen of this Act, and to pay the necessary expenses 
of the Commission and its members, is hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. Said appro-
priation shall be immediately available and shall be paid out on the 
audit and order of the chairman or acting chairman of said Commis-
sion, which audit and order shall be conclusive and binding upon all 
Departments as to the correctness of the accounts of such Commission.

Sec . 20. That this Act shall expire by limitation on the thirtieth 
day of June, nineteen hundred and fourteen.

• Approved, May 30, 1908.

CHAP. 230.—An Act Pensioning the surviving officers and enlisted men of the 
Texas volunteers employed in the defense of the frontier of that State against 
Mexican marauders and Indian depredations from eighteen hundred and fifty-five 
to eighteen hundred and sixty, inclusive, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the provisions, limita-
tions, and benefits of an Act entitled “An Act granting pensions to 
survivors of the Indian wars of eighteen hundred and thirty-two to 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, inclusive, known as the Black Hawk 
war, Creek war, Cherokee disturbances, and the Seminole war,” 
approved July twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-two, be, 
and the same are hereby, extended from the date of the passage of this 
Act to the surviving officers and enlisted men of the Texas volunteers 
who served in the defense of the frontier of that State against Mexi-
can marauders and Indian depredations from the year eighteen hun-
dred and fifty-five to the year eighteen hundred and sixty, inclusive; 
and also to include the surviving widows of such of said officers and 
enlisted men: Provided, That such widows have not remarried: Pro-
vided further, That where there is no record of enlistment or muster 
into the service of the United States in the service mentioned in this 
Act the fact of reimbursement to Texas by the United States, as 
evidenced by the muster rolls and vouchers on file in the War Depart-
ment, shall be accepted as full and satisfactory proof of such enlistment 
and service: And provided further, That all contracts heretofore made 
between the beneficiaries under this Act and pension attorneys and 
claim agents are hereby declared null and void.

Approved, May 30, 1908.

CHAP. 231.—An Act Authorizing certain life-saving apparatus to be placed at 
the Farallone Islands, off the coast of California.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to cause a Lyle gun and the necessary 
beach apparatus used in connection with it to be placed at the Faral-
lone Islands, off the coast of California, at such point as the General 
Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service may recommend, and to 
furnish ammunition for said gun and make repairs to the apparatus 
from time to time as necessary.
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Sec . 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
detail an experienced surfman from one of the life-saving stations on 
the coast of California for duty at the Farallone Islands for a sufficient 
time to instruct and drill the inhabitants of the islands as to the proper 
use and care of the life-saving apparatus.

Approved, May 30, 1908.

CHAP. 232.—An Act To amend an Act entitled “An Act to incorporate The 
Masonic Mutual Relief Association of the District of Columbia.”

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled “An 
Act to incorporate The Masonic Mutual Relief Association of the Dis-
trict of Columbia,” approved March third, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, be amended by striking out the word “Relief” and substi-
tuting therefor the word “Life” in the name of the association, so 
that as amended it shall read: “The Masonic Mutual Life Association 
of the District of Columbia.”

Approved, May 30, 1908.

CHAP. 233.—An Act To amend an Act approved June eleventh, nineteen hun-
dred and six, entitled “An Act to provide for the entry of agricultural lands within 
forest reserves. ’’

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That an Act entitled “An 
Act to provide for the entry of agricultural lands within forest reserves,” 
approved June eleventh, nineteen hundred and six, be amended by 
striking out of section one the following words: “ except the follow-
ing counties in the State of California: Inyo, Tulare, Kern, Ventura, 
Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Orange, Riverside, and San Diego.”

Approved, May 30, 1908. 

CHAP. 234.—An Act To promote the safe transportation in interstate commerce 
of explosives and other dangerous articles, and to provide penalties for its violation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be unlawful to 
transport, carry, or convey any dynamite, gunpowder, or other explo-
sive between a place in any foreign country and a place within the 
United States, or a place in any State, Territory, or District of the 
United States, and a place in any other State, Territory, or District 
thereof, on any vessel or vehicle of any description operated by a com-
mon carrier, which vessel or vehicle is carrying passengers for hire: 
Provided, That it shall be lawful to transport on any such vessel, or 
vehicle, small arms ammunition in any quantity, and such fusees, tor-
pedoes, rockets, or other signal devices as may be essential to promote 
safety in operation, and properly packed and marked samples of explo-
sives for laboratory examination, not exceeding a net weight of one- 
half pound each, and not exceeding twenty samples at one time in a 
single vessel or vehicle; but such samples shall not be carried in that 
part of a vessel or vehicle which is intended for the transportation of 
passengers for hire: And provided further, That nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to prevent the transportation of military or 
naval forces with their accompanying munitions of war on passenger 
equipment vessels or vehicles.
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