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CHAP 2536.—An Act To authorize the sale and disposition of a portion of the 
surplus or unallotted lands in the Rosebud Indian Reservation, in the State of South 
Dakota, and making appropriation and provision to carry the same into effect.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed, as hereinafter 
provided, to sell or dispose of all that portion of the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota lying south of the Big M hite River and 
east of range twenty-five west of the sixth principal meridian, except 
such portions thereof as have been, or may hereafter be, allotted to 
Indians: Provided, That sections sixteen and thirty-six of the lands in 
each township shall not be disposed of, but shall be reserved for the 
use of the common schools and paid for by the United States at two 
dollars and fifty cents per acre, and the same are hereby granted to 
the State of South Dakota for such purpose.

Sec . 2. That the land shall be disposed of by proclamation, under 
the general provisions of the homestead and town-site laws of the 
United States, and shall be opened to settlement and entry by procla-
mation of the President, which proclamation shall prescribe the manner 
in which these lands may be settled upon, occupied, and entered by 
persons entitled to make entry thereof, and no person shall be per-
mitted to settle upon, occupy, or enter any of said lands except as 
prescribed in such proclamation: Provided, That prior to the said 
proclamation the Secretary of the Interior, in his discretion, may per-
mit Indians who have an allotment within the Rosebud Reservation to
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relinquish such allotment and to receive in lieu thereof an allotment 
anywhere within said reservation, and he shall also allot one hundred 
and sixty acres of land to each child of Indian parentage whose father 
or mother is or was, in case of death, a duly enrolled member of the 
Sioux tribe of Indians belonging on the Rosebud Reservation who 
is living at the time of the passage and approval of this Act and who 
has not heretofore received an allotment: Provided further, That the 
rights of honorably discharged Union soldiers and sailors of the late 
civil and Spanish wars or Philippine insurrection, as defined and 
described in sections twenty-three hundred and four and twenty-three 
hundred and five of the Revised Statutes, as amended by the Act of 
March first, nineteen hundred and one, shall not be abridged.

Sec . 3. That the price of said lands entered as homesteads under the 
provisions of this Act shall be as follows: Upon all land entered or 
filed upon within three months after the same shall be opened for 
settlement and entry, six dollars per acre, and upon all land entered or 
filed upon after the expiration of three months and within six months 
after the same shall have opened for settlement and entry, four dollars 
and fifty cents per acre; after the expiration of six months after the 
same shall have been opened for settlement and entry the price shall 
be two dollars and fifty cents per acre. The price shall be paid in 
accordance with rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Interior upon the following terms: One-fifth of the pur-
chase price to be paid in cash at the time of entry, and the balance in 
five equal annual installments, to be paid in one, two, three, four, and 
five years, respectively, from and after the date of entry. In case 
any entryman fails to make the annual payments, or any of them, 
promptly when due, all rights in and to the land covered by his entry 
shall cease, and any payments theretofore made shall be forfeited and 
the entry canceled, and the lands shall be reoffered for sale and 
entry under the provisions of the homestead law at the same price that 
it was first entered: And provided, That nothing in this Act shall pre-
vent homestead settlers from commuting their entries under section 
twenty-three hundred and one, Revised Statutes, by paying for the 
land entered the price fixed herein, receiving credit for payments pre-
viously made. In addition to the price to be paid for the land, the
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entryman shall pay the same fees and commissions at the time of com-
mutation or final entry as now provided by law. where the price of the 
land is one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, and when the entry-
man shall have complied with all the requirements and terms of the 
homestead laws as to settlement and residence and shall have made all 
the required payments aforesaid he shall be entitled to a patent for the 
lands entered: And provided further, That all lands remaining undis-
posed of at the expiration of four years from the opening of the said 
lands to entry shall be sold to the highest bidder for cash at not less 
than two dollars and fifty cents per acre, under rules and regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, arid that any lands 
remaining unsold after the said lands have been opened to entry for 
seven years may be sold to the highest bidder for cash, without regard 
to the above minimum limit of price.

Sec . 4. That the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to reserve 
from said lands such tracts for town-site purposes as in his opinion 
may be required for the future public interests, and he may cause the 
same to be surveyed into blocks and lots and disposed of under such 
regulations as he may prescribe, in accordance with section twenty- 
three hundred and eighty-one of the United States Revised Statutes. 
The net proceeds derived from the sale of such lands shall be credited 
to the Indians as hereinafter provided.

Sec . 5. That from the proceeds arising from the sale and disposi-
tion of the lands aforesaid, exclusive of the customary fees and com-
missions, there shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United States, 
to the credit of the Indians belonging and having tribal rights on the 
Rosebud Reservation, in the State of South Dakota, the sum of one 
million dollars, which shall draw interest at three per centum per annum 
for ten years, the interest to be paid to the Indians per capita in cash 
annually, share and share alike; that at the expiration of ten years, 
after one million dollars shall have been deposited as aforesaid, the 
said sum shall be distributed and paid to said Indians per capita in 
cash; that the balance of the proceeds arising from the sale and dispo-
sition of the lands as aforesaid shall be deposited in the Treasury of 
the United States to the credit of said Indians and shall be expended 
for their benefit under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, 
and he may, in his discretion, upon an application by a majority of 
said Indians, pay a portion of the same to the Indians in cash, per 
capita, share and share alike, if in his opinion such payments will be 
for the best interests of said Indians.

Sec . 6. That sections sixteen and thirty-six of the lands in each 
township within the tract described in section one of this Act shall not 
be subject to entry, but shall be reserved for the use of the common 
schools and paid for by the United States at two dollars and fifty cents 
per acre, and the same are hereby granted to the State of South Dakota 
for such purpose; and in case any of said sections, or parts thereof, 
are lost to said State of South Dakota by reason of allotments thereof 
to any Indian or Indians, or otherwise, the governor of said State, 
with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, is hereby author-
ized, within the tract described herein, to locate other lands not occupied 
not exceeding two sections in any one township, which shall be paid 
for by the United States as herein provided, in quantity equal to the 
loss, and such selections shall be made prior to the opening of such 
lands to settlement.

Sec . 7. That there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of one hundred and 
sixty-five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
to pay for the lands granted to the State of South Dakota, as provided 
in section six of this Act. And there is hereby appropriated the further 
sum of fifteen thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
for the purpose of making the allotments provided for herein: Pro-
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vided, That the same shall be reimbursed to the United States from the 
proceeds received from the sale of the lands described herein or from 
any money in the Treasury belonging to said Rosebud Indians.

Sec . 8. That nothing in this Act contained shall in any manner bind 
the United States to purchase any portion of the land herein described, 
except sections sixteen and thirty-six or the equivalent in each town-
ship, or to dispose of said land except as provided herein, or to guar-
antee to find purchasers for said lands or any portion thereof, it being 
the intention of this Act that the United States shall act as trustee for 
said Indians to dispose of said lands and to expend and pay over the 
proceeds received from the sale thereof only as received, as herein 
provided: Provided, That nothing in this Act shall be construed to 
deprive the said Indians of the Rosebud Reservation, in South Dakota, 
of any benefits to which they are entitled under existing treaties or 
agreements not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.

Approved, March 2, 1907.

CHAP. 2537.—An Act To provide for the creation of additional land districts in 
the district of Alaska.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there are hereby created 
two additional land districts, the boundaries of which shall be desig-
nated by the President, in the district of Alaska, to be known as the 
Nome land district and the Fairbanks land district, with the land offices 
located, respectively, at Nome, Alaska, and Fairbanks, Alaska.

Sec . 2. That the clerks of the district courts at Nome and Fairbanks 
shall respectively be ex-officio registers of the land offices at Nome 
and Fairbanks and the marshals of the said courts at Nome and Fair-
banks shall be ex-officio receivers of public moneys for the Nome and 
Fairbanks land districts. Said officers shall perform the several duties 
of register of the land office and receiver of public moneys for the 
land districts with all the powers incident to such offices to the same 
extent as now performed by the register of the land office and the 
receiver of public moneys at Juneau, Alaska.

Sec . 3. That the said officers shall, in addition to their present com-
pensation as clerk or marshal as provided by law, receive all the fees 
and commissions allowed by law for their services as registers of land 
offices and receivers of public moneys for land districts under the 
land laws: Provided, That any fees or commissions in excess of one 
thousand five hundred dollars per annum received by either such 
officials shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States: Pro-
vided, That no other salary than aforesaid shall be paid such registers 
and receivers.

Sec . 4. That the surveyor-general of the district of Alaska, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, shall furnish the re-
ceivers of said land offices a sufficient quantity of numbers to be used 
in the different classes of official surveys that may be made in said 
Nome and Fairbanks land districts to meet the requirements thereof, 
and upon application by any person desiring to have an official survey 
made the receivers shall furnish a number or numbers for such sur-
vey or surveys, together with an order directing a qualified deputy 
surveyor to make the same, and such application, order, and the fee 
required to be paid to the surveyor-general in the district of Alaska 
shall be transmitted to the surveyor-general: Provided, That all sur-
veys thus made shall be approved by the surveyor-general as at 
present.

Sec . 5. That this Act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
July first, nineteen hundred and seven.

Approved, March 2, 1907.
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