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relating to the remission or refund of fines, penalties, forfeitures, 
exactions or charges incurred for violating any provision of law 
relating to vessels or seamen or to informer’s shares of such fines, and 
by Acts of Congress relating to the Commissioner and Bureau of Navi-
gation, Shipping Commissioners, their officers and employees, Steam-
boat-Inspection Service and any of the officials thereof, shall be and 
hereby are transferred to and imposed and conferred upon the Secre-
tary of Commerce and Labor from and after the time of the transfer 
of the Bureau of Navigation, the Shipping Commissioners and the 
Steamboat-Inspection Service to the Department of Commerce and 
Labor, and shall not thereafter be imposed upon or exercised by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. And all Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent 
with this Act are, so far as inconsistent, hereby repealed.

Sec . 11. A person, to be designated by the Secretary of State, shall 
be appointed to formulate, under his direction, for the instruction of 
consular officers, the requests of the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor; and to prepare from the dispatches of consular officers, for 
transmission to the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, such informa-
tion as pertains to the work of the Department of Commerce and 
Labor; and such person shall have the rank and salary of a chief of 
bureau, and be furnished with such clerical assistants as may from 
time to time be authorized by law.

Sec . 12. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized, by 
order in writing, to transfer at any time the whole or any part of any 
office, bureau, division or other branch of the public service engaged 
in statistical or scientific work, from the Department of State, the 
Department of the Treasury, the Department of War, the Department 
of Justice, the Post-Office Department, the Department of the Navy 
or the Department of the Interior, to the Department of Commerce 
and Labor; and in every such case the duties and authority performed 
by and conferred by law upon such office, bureau, division or other 
branch of the public service, or the part thereof so transferred, shall be 
thereby transferred with such office, bureau, division or other branch 
of the public service, or the part thereof which is so transferred. 
And all power and authority conferred by law, both supervisory and 
appellate, upon the department from which such transfer is made, 
or the Secretary thereof, in relation to the said office, bureau, division 
or other branch of the public service, or the part thereof so trans-
ferred, shall immediately, when such transfer is so ordered by the 
President, be fully conferred upon and vested in the Department of 
Commerce and Labor, or the Secretary thereof, as the case may be, as 
to the whole or part of such office, bureau, division or other branch 
of the public service so transferred.

Sec . 13. That this Act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage: Provided, however, That the provisions of this Act 
other than those of section twelve in relation to the transfer of any 
existing office, bureau, division, officer or other branch of the public 
service or authority now conferred thereon, to the Department of 
Commerce and Labor shall take effect and be in force on the first day 
of July, nineteen hundred and three, and not before.

Approved, February 14, 1903.

February 14, 1903.
[Public, No. 88.]
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CHAP. 553.—An Act To increase the efficiency of the Army.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there is hereby estab-
lished a General Staff Corps, to be composed of officers detailed from 
the Army at large, under such rules as may be prescribed by the 
President.



FIFTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess . II. Ch . 553. 1903. 831

Sec . 2. That the duties of the General Staff Corps shall be to pre-
pare plans for the national defense and for the mobilization of the 
military forces in time of war; to investigate and report upon all ques-
tions affecting the efficiency of the Army and its state of preparation 
for military operations; to render professional aid and assistance to 
the Secretary of War and to general officers and other superior com-
manders, and to act as their agents in informing and coordinating the 
action of all the different officers who are subject under the terms of 
this Act to the supervision of the Chief of Staff; and to perform such 
other military duties not otherwise assigned by law as may be from 
time to time prescribed by the President.

Sec . 3. That the General Staff Corps shall consist of one Chief of 
Staff and two general officers, all to be detailed by the President from 
officers of the Army at large not below the grade of brigadier-general; 
four colonels, sjx lieutenant-colonels, and twelve majors, to be detailed 
from the corresponding grades in the Army at large, under such rules 
for selection as the President may prescribe; twenty captains, to be 
detailed from officers of the Army at large of the grades of captain or 
first lieutenant, who while so serving shall have the rank, pay, and 
allowances of captain mounted. All officers detailed in the General 
Staff Corps shall be detailed therein for periods of four years, unless 
sooner relieved. While serving in the General Staff Corps, officers 
may be temporarily assigned to duty with any branch of the Army. 
Upon being relieved from duty in the General Staff Corps, officers 
shall return to the branch of the Army in which they hold permanent 
commission, and no officer shall be eligible to a further detail in the 
General Staff Corps until he shall have served two years with the 
branch of the Army in which commissioned, except in case of emer-
gency or in time of war.

Sec . 4. That the Chief of Staff, under the direction of the President 
or of the Secretary of War, under the direction of the President, shall 
have supervision of all troops of the line and of the Adjutant-General’s, 
Inspector-General’s, Judge-Advocate’s, Quartermaster’s, Subsistence, 
Medical, Pay, and Ordnance departments, the Corps of Engineers, 
and the Signal Corps, and shall perform such other military duties not 
otherwise assigned by law as may be assigned to him by the President. 
Duties now prescribed by statute for the Commanding General of the 
Army as a member of the Board of Ordnance and Fortification and of 
the Board of Commissioners of the Soldiers’ Home shall be performed 
by the Chief of Staff or other officer designated by the President. 
Acts and parts of Acts authorizing aids-de-camp and military secretaries 
shall not apply to general officers of the General Staff Corps.

Sec . 5. That the Chief of Artillery shall hereafter serve as an addi-
tional member of the General Staff and by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate shall have the rank, pay, and allowances of a 
brigadier-general and when the next vacancy occurs in the office of 
brigadier-general of the line, it shall not be filled, and thereafter the 
number of brigadier-generals of the line, exclusive of the Chief of 
Artillery, shall not exceed fourteen; and the provisions of the forego-
ing sections of this Act shall take effect August fifteenth, nineteen 
hundred and three.
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Approved, February 14, 1903.
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