
een hundred and ninety-five, three hundred thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary.

And no more than an allotment of one-half of the sum hereby appro-
priated shall be expended in the first two quarters of the fiscal year, 
and no more than one-fourth thereof may be expended in either of the 
last two quarters of the fiscal year, except that, in addition thereto, in 
either of said last quarters, the unexpended balances of allotments for 
preceding quarters may be expended: Provided, That so much as may 
be necessary for printing and binding the Annual Report of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, as required by the Act approved January 
twelfth, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, shall not be included in said 
allotment.

The Public Printer is authorized hereafter to procure and supply, 
on the requisition of the head of any Executive Department or other 
Government establishment, complete manifold blanks, books, and 
forms, required in duplicating processes; also complete patented 
devices with which to file money-order statements, or other uniform 
official papers, and to charge such supplies to the allotment for print-
ing and binding of the Department or Government establishment 
requiring the same.

To enable the Public Printer to comply with the provisions of the 
law granting thirty days’ annual leave to the employees of the Govern-
ment Printing Office, two hundred and sixty thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary.

Sec . 2. That all sums appropriated by this Act for salaries of officers 
and employees of the Government shall be in full for such salaries for 
the fiscal year nineteen hundred and three, and all laws or parts of laws 
in conflict with the provisions of this Act be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed.

Approved, June 28, 1902.

CHAP. 1302.—An Act To provide for the construction of a canal connecting the 
waters of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized to acquire, for and on behalf of 
the United States, at a cost not exceeding forty millions of dollars, 
the rights, privileges, franchises, concessions, grants of land, right of 
way, unfinished work, plants, and other property, real, personal, and 
mixed, of every name and nature, owned by the New Panama Canal 
Company, of France, on the Isthmus of Panama, and all its maps, 
plans, drawings, records on the Isthmus of Panama and in Paris, 
including all the capital stock, not Jess, however, than sixty-eight thou-
sand eight hundred and sixty-three shares of the Panama Railroad 
Company, owned by or held for the use of said canal company, pro-
vided a satisfactory title to all of said property can be obtained.

Sec . 2. That the President is hereby authorized to acquire from the 
Republic of Colombia, for and on behalf of the United States, upon 
such terms as he may deem reasonable, perpetual control of a strip of 
land, the territory of the Republic of Colombia, not less than six miles 
in width, extending from the Caribbean Sea to the Pacific Ocean, and 
the right to use and dispose of the waters thereon, and to excavate, 
construct, and to perpetually maintain, operate, and protect thereon a 
canal, of such depth and capacity as will afford convenient passage of 
ships of the greatest tonnage and draft now in use, from the Caribbean 
Sea to the Pacific Ocean, which control shall include the right to per-
petually maintain and operate the Panama Railroad, if the ownership 
thereof, or a controlling interest therein, shall have been acquired by
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the United States, and also jurisdiction over said strip and the ports 
at the ends thereof to make such police and sanitary rules and regula-
tions as shall be necessary to preserve order and preserve the public 
health thereon, and to establish such judicial tribunals as may be agreed 
upon thereon as may be necessary to enforce such rules and regulations.

The President may acquire such additional territory and rights from 
Colombia as in his judgment will facilitate the general purpose hereof.

Sec . 3. That when the President shall have arranged to secure a 
satisfactory title to the property of the New Panama Canal Company, 
as provided in section one hereof, and shall have obtained by treaty 
control of the necessary territory from the Republic of Colombia, as 
provided in section two hereof, he is authorized to pay for the prop-
erty of the New Panama Canal Company forty millions of dollars and 
to the Republic of Colombia such sum as shall have beenagreed upon, 
and a sum sufficient for both said purposes is hereby appropriated, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be paid on 
warrant or warrants drawn by the President.

The President shall then through the Isthmian Canal Commission 
hereinafter authorized cause to be excavated, constructed, and com-
pleted, utilizing to that end as far as practicable the work heretofore 
done by the New Panama Canal Company, of France, and its pred-
ecessor company, a ship canal from the Caribbean Sea to the Pacific 
Ocean. Such canal shall be of sufficient capacity and depth as shall 
afford convenient passage for vessels of the largest tonnage and great-
est draft now in use, and such as may be reasonably anticipated, and 
shall be supplied with all necessary locks and other appliances to meet 
the necessities of vessels passing through the same from ocean to 
ocean; and he shall also cause to be constructed such safe and com-
modious harbors at the termini of said canal, and make such provisions 
for defense as may be necessary for the safety and protection of said 
canal and harbors. That the President is authorized for the purposes 
aforesaid to employ such persons as he may deem necessary, and to 
fix their compensation.

Sec . 4. That should the President be unable to obtain for the United 
States a satisfactory title to the property of the New Panama Canal 
Company and the control of the necessary territory of the Republic of 
Colombia and the rights mentioned in sections one and two of this Act, 
within a reasonable time and upon reasonable terms, then the Presi-
dent, having first obtained for the United States perpetual control by 
treaty of the necessary territory from Costa Rica and Nicaragua, upon 
terms which he may consider reasonable, for the construction, per-
petual maintenance, operation, and protection of a canal connecting 
the Caribbean Sea with the Pacific Ocean by what is commonly known 
as.the Nicaragua route, shall through the said Isthmian Canal Com-
mission cause to be excavated and constructed a ship canal and water-
way from a point on the shore of the Caribbean Sea near Greytown, 
by way of Lake Nicaragua, to a point near Brito on the Pacific Ocean. 
Said canal shall be of sufficient capacity and depth to afford convenient 
passage for vessels of the largest tonnage and greatest draft now in 
use, and such as may be reasonably anticipated, and shall be supplied 
with ail necessary locks and other appliances to meet the necessities of 
vessels passing through the same from ocean to ocean; and he shall 
also construct such safe and commodious harbors at the termini of 
said canal as shall be necessary for the safe and convenient use thereof, 
and shall make such provisions for defense as may be necessary for 
the safety and protection of said harbors and canal; and such sum or 
sums of money as may be agreed upon by such treaty as compensation 
to be paid to Nicaragua and Costa Rica for the concessions and rights 
hereunder provided to be acquired by the United States, are hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, to be paid on warrant or warrants drawn by the President.
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The President shall cause the said Isthmian Canal Commission to 
make such surveys as may be necessary for said canal and harbors to 
be made, and in making such surveys and in the construction of said 
canal may employ such persons as he may deem necessary, and may 
fix their compensation.

In the excavation and construction of said canal the San Juan River 
and Lake Nicaragua, or such parts of each as may be made available, 
shall be used.

Sec . 5. That the sum of ten million dollars is hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, toward 
the project herein contemplated by either route so selected.

And the President is hereby authorized to cause to be entered into 
such contract or contracts as may be deemed necessary for the proper 
excavation, construction, completion, anddefenseof said canal, harbors, 
and defenses, by the route finally determined upon under the provi-
sions of this Act. Appropriations therefor shall from time to time be 
hereafter made, not to exceed in the aggregate the additional sum of 
one hundred and thirty-five millions of dollars should the Panama 
route be adopted, or one hundred and eighty millions of dollars should 
the Nicaragua route be adopted.

Sec . 6. That in any agreement with the Republic of Colombia, or 
with the States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, the President is author-
ized to guarantee to said Republic or to said States the use of said 
canal and harbors, upon such terms as may be agreed upon, for all 
vessels owned by said States or by citizens thereof.

Sec . 7. That to enable the President to construct the canal and works 
appurtenant thereto as provided in this Act, there is hereby created 
the Isthmian Canal Commission, the same to be composed of seven 
members, who shall be nominated and appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and who shall serve 
until the completion of said canal unless sooner removed by the Presi-
dent, and one of whom shall be named as the chairman of said Com-
mission. Of the seven members of said Commission at least four of 
them shall be persons learned and skilled in the science of engineering, 
and of the four at least one shall be an officer of the United States 
Army, and at least one other shall be an officer of the United States 
Navy, the said officers respectively being either upon the active or the 
retired list of the Army or of the Navy. Said commissioners shall 
each receive such compensation as the President shall prescribe until 
the same shall have been otherwise fixed by the Congress. In addi-
tion to the members of said Isthmian Canal Commission, the President 
is hereby authorized through said Commission to employ in said serv-
ice any of the engineers of the United States Army at his discretion, 
and likewise to employ any engineers in civil life, at his discretion, and 
any other persons necessary for the proper and expeditious prosecu-
tion of said work. The compensation of all such engineers and other 
persons employed under this Act shall be fixed by said Commission, 
subject to the approval of the President. The official salary of any 
officer appointed or employed under this Act shall be deducted from 
the amount of salary or compensation provided by or which shall be 
fixed under the terms of this Act. Said Commission shall in all mat-
ters be subject to the direction and control of the President, and shall 
make to the President annually and at such other periods as may be 
required, either by law or by the order of the President, full and com-
plete reports of all their actings and doings and of all moneys received 
and expended in the construction of said work and in the performance 
of their duties in connection therewith, which said reports shall be by 
the President transmitted to Congress. And the said Commission 
shall furthermore give to Congress, or either House of Congress, such 
information as may at any time be required either by Act of Congress 
or by the order of either House of Congress. The President shall
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cause to be provided and assigned for the use of the Commission such 
offices as may, with the suitable equipment of the same, be necessary 
and proper, in his discretion, for the proper discharge of the duties 
thereof.

Sec . 8. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
borrow on the credit of the United States from time to time, as the 
proceeds may be required to defray expenditures authorized by this 
Act (such proceeds when received to be used only for the purpose of 
meeting such expenditures), the sum of one hundred and thirty million 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, and to prepare and 
issue therefor coupon or registered bonds of the United States in such 
form as he may prescribe, and in denominations of twenty dollars or 
some multiple of that sum, redeemable in gold coin at the pleasure of 
the United States after ten years from the date of their issue, and pay-
able thirty years from such date, and bearing interest payable quarterly 
in gold coin at the rate of two per centum per annum; and the bonds 
herein authorized shall be exempt from all taxes or duties of the United 
States, as well as from taxation in any form by or under State, munici-
pal, or local authority: Provided, That said bonds may be disposed of 
by the Secretary of the Treasury at not less than par, under such regu-
lations as he may prescribe, giving to all citizens of the United States 
an equal opportunity to subscribe therefor, but no commissions shall 
be allowed or paid thereon; and a sum not exceeding one-tenth of one 
per centum of the amount of the bonds herein authorized is hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, to pay the expense of preparing, advertising, and issuing the 
same.

Approved, June 28, 1902.

CHAP. 1303.—An Act To fix the compensation of district superintendents in the 
Life-Saving Service.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the pas-
sage of this Act the compensation of district superintendents in the 
Life-Saving Service shall be as follows: For the superintendents of 
the first, second, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, 
and thirteenth districts, two thousand dollars per annum each; for the 
superintendents of the third and ninth districts, eighteen hundred 
dollars per annum each; for the superintendent of the eighth district, 
one thousand seven hundred dollars: Provided, however, That in case 
the Secretary of the Treasury deems it necessary for any superin-
tendent to employ a clerk, he may allow a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars per annum for the compensation of such clerk in 
addition to the salary paid the superintendent.

Sec . 2. That all Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed.

Approved, June 28, 1902.

CHAP. 1304.—An Act For the establishment of a subport of entry at Naco, Ari-
zona.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United' 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Naco, in the district of 
Arizona, Territory of Arizona, shall be established a subport of entry, 
and a deputy collector shall be appointed, who shall reside at said sub-
port of entry and receive such compensation as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may allow.

Approved. June 28, 1902.
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