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and wharf, steam-tug, small boats, expenses for the fiscal year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-nine, one hundred and three thousand dollars.

For the quarantine station at Port Townsend: For the purchase of 
site, construction of disinfecting machinery, warehouse, small boats, 
hospital buildings and officers’ quarters, for expenses of mainte-
nance for the fiscal year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, fifty-five 
thousand five hundred dollars.

Approved, August 1 1888.

Port Townsend.

CHAP. 728.—An act to authorize condemnation of land for sites of public build-
ings, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in every case 
in which the Secretary of the Treasury or any other officer of the 
Government has been, or hereafter shall be, authorized to procure 
real estate for the erection of a public building or for other public uses 
he shall be, and hereby is, authorized to acquire the same for the 
United States by condemnation, under judicial process, whenever in 
his opinion it is necessary or advantageous to the Government to do 
so, and the United States circuit or district courts of the district 
wherein such real estate is located, shall have jurisdiction of pro-
ceedings for such condemnation, and it shall be the duty of the At-
torney-General of the United States, upon every application of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, under this act, or such other officer, to 
cause proceedings to be commenced for condemnation, within thirty 
days from the receipt of the application at the Department of Justice.

Sec . 2. The practice, pleadings, forms and modes of proceeding 
in causes arising under the provisions of this act shall conform, as 
near as may be, to the practice, pleadings, forms and proceedings 
existing at the time in like causes in the courts of record of the State 
within which such circuit or district courts are held, any rule of the 
court to the contrary notwithstanding.

Approved, August 1, 1888.

August 1,1888.
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CHAP. 729.—An act to regulate the liens of judgments and decrees of the courts 
of the United States.

August 1,1888.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That judgments 
and decrees rendered in a circuit or district court of the United States 
within any State, shall be liens on property throughout such State in 
the same manner and to the same extent and under the same condi-
tions only as if such judgments and decrees had been rendered by a 
court of general jurisdiction of such State: Provided, That whenever 
the laws of any State require a judgment or decree of a State court 
to be registered, recorded, docketed, indexed, or any other thing to be 
done, in a particular manner, or in a certain office or county, or 
parish in the State of Louisiana before a lien shall attach, this act 
shall be applicable therein whenever and only whenever the law's of 
such State shall authorize the judgments and decrees of the United 
States courts to be registered, recorded, docketed, indexed, or other-
wise conformed to the rules and requirements relating to the judg-
ments and decrees of the courts of the State.

Sec . 2. That the clerks of the several courts of the United States 
shall prepare and keep in their respective offices complete and con-
venient indices and cross-indices of the judgment records of said
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courts, and such indices and records shall at all times be open to the 
inspection and examination of the public.

Sec . 3. Nothing herein shall be construed to require the docketing 
of a judgment or decree of a United States court, or the filing of a 
transcript thereof, in any State office within the same county or parish 
in the State of Louisiana in which the judgment or decree is rendered, 
in order that such judgment or decree may be a lien on any prop-
erty within such county.

Approved, August 1, 1888.
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CHAP. 730.—An act for the erection of a public building at Opelousas, Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
purchase, acquire by condemnation, or otherwise provide a site, and 
cause to be erected thereon a substantial and commodious building, 
with fire-proof vaults, for the use and accommodation of the United 
States district and circuit courts, post-office, internal-revenue office, 
and for other Government uses, at Opelousas, Louisiana. The site 
and building thereon, when completed upon plans and specifications 
to be previously made and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
shall not exceed in cost the sum of fifty thousand dollars; nor shall 
any site be purchased until estimates for the erection of a building 
which will furnish sufficient accommodations for the transaction of 
the public business, and which shall not exceed in cost the balance 
of the sum herein limited after the site shall have been purchased 
and paid for, shall have been approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and no purchase of site, nor plan for said building, shall 
be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury involving an expendi-
ture exceeding the said sum of fifty thousand dollars for site and 
buildings; and the site purchased shall leave the building unexposed 
to danger from fire by an open space of at least forty feet, including 
streets and alleys: Provided, That no part of said sum shall be ex-
pended until a valid title to the said site shall be vested in the United 
States, nor until the State of Louisiana shall cede to the United States 
exclusive jurisdiction over the same, during the time the United 
States shall be or remain the owner thereof, for all purposes except 
the administration of the criminal laws of said State and the service 
of civil process therein.

Approved, August 1, 1888.

August 6,1888.

Preamble.

CHAP. 738.—An act for the relief of certain settlers upon the school lands of 
Washington Territory.

Whereas sections sixteen and thirty-six of each township of land in 
Washington Territory was reserved unto that Territory for school 
purposes; and

Whereas on December second, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, 
the legislative assembly of that Territory, by an act duly passed, au-
thorized the county commissioners of the several counties in that Ter-
ritory to lease said lands for a term of years not exceeding six years, 
the money received therefor being placed in the school fund; and

Whereas the lands so leased are greatly enhanced in value by the 
cultivation thereof, and the lessees thereof have made valuable im-
provements thereon and incurred large expense in reducing such land 
to a state of cultivation, and will incur much loss if they are caused 
to abandon their said improvements and cultivation; and

Whereas the validity of the said leases is questioned: Therefore,
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