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shall neglect or omit to deposit a manifest in mariner as aforesaid, or shall 
refuse to receive an inspector of the customs on board, as the case shall 
require, he shall forfeit and pay five hundred dollars, to be recovered 
with costs of suit, one half for the use of the officer with whom such 
manifest ought to have been deposited, and the other half to the use of 
the collector of the district to which the said ship or vessel may be 
bound.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That such part and so much of the 
act, intituled “An act to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” as comes within the purview of this act, being contrary hereto, 
shall be and hereby is repealed.

Appro ve d , May 10,1800.
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Cha p. L .—An Act supplemental to the act intituled “An act for an amicable set-
tlement of limits with the State of Georgia; and authorizing the establishment 
of a Government in the Mississippi territory."
Sect io n  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much 
of the ordinance of Congress of the thirteenth of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of the act of Congress of the 
seventh of August, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, pro-
viding for the government of the territory of the United States northwest 
of the river Ohio, as relates to the organization of a general assembly 
therein, and prescribes the powers thereof, shall forthwith operate, and 
be in force in the Mississippi territory: Provided, that until the number 
of free male inhabitants of full age, in the said territory, shall amount to 
five thousand, there shall not be returned to the general assembly more 
than nine representatives.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That until the number of free male 
inhabitants of full age in the Mississippi territory shall amount to five 
thousand, the county of Adams shall be entitled to choose four represen-
tatives to the general assembly, the county of Pickering four, and the 
Tensaw and Tombigbee settlements, one.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the first election, for repre-
sentatives to the general assembly, shall be on the fourth Monday in July 
next, and that all subsequent elections shall be regulated by the legis-
lature.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the go-
vernor of the Mississippi territory, to cause the said election to be holden 
on the day aforesaid, at the most convenient place in the counties and 
settlements aforesaid, and to nominate a proper officer or officers to pre-
side at and conduct the same, and to return to him the names of the 
persons who may have been duly elected.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That the representatives shall be 
convened by the governor at the town of Natchez, on the fourth Mon-
day in September next.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the number of 
free male inhabitants of full age shall amount to, or exceed five thou-
sand, the number of representatives to the general assembly shall be de-
termined, and the apportionment made in the way prescribed in the 
ordinance.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall in 
any respect impair the right of the state of Georgia to the jurisdiction, 
or of the said state, or of any person or persons to the soil of the said 
territory, but the rights and claims of the said state, and all persons in-
terested, are hereby declared to be as firm and available as if this act 
had never been made.
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Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That the general assembly shall 
meet at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the first 
Monday of December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day: 
Provided, that the governor shall have power on extraordinary occasions 
to convene the general assembly.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That neither house during the ses-
sion of the general assembly shall, without the consent of the other, ad-
journ for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in 
which the two houses shall be sitting.

Sec . 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners appointed, or who may hereafter be appointed on the part 
of the United States, in pursuance of the act, intituled “An act for an 
amicable settlement of limits with the state of Georgia; and authorizing 
the establishment of a government in the Mississippi territory,” or any 
two of them, finally to settle by compromise with the commissioners, 
which have been or may be appointed by the state of Georgia, any claims 
mentioned in said act, and to receive in behalf of the United States a 
cession of any lands therein mentioned, or of the jurisdiction thereof, on 
such terms as to them shall appear reasonable: and also, that the said 
commissioners on the part of the United States, or any two of them, be 
authorized to inquire into the claims which are or shall be made by 
settlers or any other persons whatsoever, to any part of the aforesaid 
lands, and to receive from such settlers and claimants any propositions 
of compromise which may be made by them, and lay a full statement of 
the claims and the propositions which may be made to them by the set-
tlers or claimants to any part of the said lands, together with their opi-
nion thereon, before Congress, for their decision thereon, as soon as may 
be: Provided, that the settlement shall be made and completed before 
the fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three: And 
provided also, that the said commissioners shall not contract for the pay-
ment of any money from the treasury of the United States to the state 
of Georgia, other than the proceeds of the same lands.

Appro ve d , May 10, 1800.
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Cha p. LI.—An Act in addition to the act intituled "An act to prohibit the carry-
ing on the Slave Trade from the United States to any foreign place or coun- 
try."(a)
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be un-
lawful for any citizen of the United States, or other person residing 
within the United States, directly or indirectly to hold or have any right 
or property in any vessel employed or made use of in the transportation 
or carrying of slaves from one foreign country or place to another, and 
any right or property, belonging as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and may 
be libelled and condemned for the use of the person who shall sue for the 
same; and such person, transgressing the prohibition aforesaid, shall 
also forfeit and pay a sum of money equal to double the value of the right 
or property in such vessel, which he held as aforesaid; and shall also 
forfeit a sum of money equal to double the value of the interest which 
he may have had in the slaves, which at any time may have been trans-
ported or carried in such vessel, after the passing of this act, and against 
the form thereof.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful for 
any citizen of the United States or other person residing therein, to 
serve on board any vessel of the United States employed or made use of 
in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one foreign country 
or place to another; and any such citizen or other person, voluntarily

(a) See act of March 22, 1794, chap. 11, and notes, Vol. i. 347.
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