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For medicines, medical services, hospital stores, and all other ex-
penses on account of the sick belonging to the marine corps, three thou-
sand dollars.

For quartermasters and barrack-masters’ stores, officers’ travelling ex-
penses, armorers and carpenters’ bills, fuel, premiums for enlisting men, 
musical instruments, bounty to music, and other contingent expenses of 
the marine corps, fifteen thousand dollars.

For the expenses of navy-yards, comprising docks and other improve-
ments, pay of superintendents, storekeepers, clerks and labourers, 
seventy-five thousand dollars.

For ordnance and small arms, sixty thousand dollars.
Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the several sums, specifically 

appropriated by this act, shall be paid out of any monies in the treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated.

Approv ed , February 7, 1811.

Chap . XII.—An Act making compensation to John Eugene Leitensdorfer for 
services rendered the United States in the war with Tripoli.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby directed to issue a land warrant to John Eugene 
Leitensdorfer for three hundred and twenty acres; which said warrant 
may, at the option of the holder or possessor, be located with any regis-
ter or registers of the land-offices on any of the public lands of the 
United States, lying on the west side of the Mississippi, then and there 
offered for sale, or may be received at the rate of two dollars per acre 
in payment of any such public lands.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting 
officers of the treasury be, and they are hereby directed to settle the 
account of John Eugene Leitensdorfer, and to allow him the pay of a 
captain, from the fifteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, to the fifteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
five, being the time he served as adjutant and inspector of the forces of 
the United States, in Egypt and on the coast of Africa.

Approv ed , February 13, 1811.

Cha p. XIV.—An Act providing for the final adjustment of claims to lands, 
and for the sale of the public lands in the territories of Orleans and Louis-
iana. (a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following allowances 
and compensations shall be made to the several officers appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territories of Orleans and Louisiana; which allowances and compensa-
tions shall be in full for all their services, including those rendered since 
their salaries respectively ceased, that is to say: To each of the com-
missioners, and to each of the clerks of the boards, fifty cents for each 
claim, duly filed according to law, which remained undecided on the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and nine, and on which 
a decision has been made subsequent to that day, or shall hereafter be 
made, whether such decision be in favour or against the claim: which 
allowance of fifty cents shall be paid at the treasury of the United States, 
from time to time, and on receipt of the transcripts of the decisions and 
of the reports of claims not finally confirmed, as the same may be trans-

(a) See notes to the act of March 2, 1805, chap. 26, vol. ii. 324, for a reference to the acts which have 
been passed relative to lands and land titles in Louisiana.
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mitted by the boards respectively to the Secretary of the Treasury ac-
cording to law. To each of the said commissioners and clerks a further 
allowance of five hundred dollars, to be paid after the completion of the 
business of each of the boards respectively, to the officers then in office. 
And to each of the translators, at the rate of six hundred dollars a year, 
and not to exceed in the whole for each the term of eighteen months: 
Provided always, that the above mentioned allowance of fifty cents for 
each claim decided upon, shall not be made to any of the commission-
ers who may be absent at the time of such decision; the attendance of 
each to be certified by the clerk, or by a majority of the board: And 
provided also, that no allowance shall be made to any agent heretofore 
employed by the Secretary of the Treasury, for any period of time sub-
sequent to the time when such agent ceased to act, or when the board 
ceased to receive evidence.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the two principal deputy 
surveyors of the territory of Orleans shall, and they are hereby autho-
rized, in surveying and dividing such of the public lands in the said 
territory, which are or may be authorized to be surveyed and divided, 
as are adjacent to any river, lake, creek, bayou or water course, to vary 
the mode heretofore prescribed by law, so far as relates to the contents 
of the tracts, and------ to the angles and boundary lines------ and to
lay out the same into tracts as far as practicable, of fifty-eight poles in 
front and four hundred and sixty-five poles in depth, of such shape, and 
bounded by such lines as the nature of the country will render practica-
ble, and most convenient: Provided however, that such deviations from 
the ordinary mode of surveying shall be made with the approbation of, 
and in conformity with the general instructions which may be given to 
that effect by the surveyor of the public lands south of the state of Ten-
nessee.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the eastern land district of the territory of 
Orleans, a land-office shall be established at New Orleans; and that for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States, lying south of Red river, 
in the western land district of the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall 
be established at Opelousas; and that for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, lying north of Red river, in the western land district of 
the territory of Orleans, a land-office shall be established, which shall be 
kept at such place as the President of the United States may direct. 
The register of the western land district of the territory of Orleans shall 
act as register of the land-office of Opelousas, and as one of the com-
missioners for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in any 
part of the said western land district. And for the land-office, north of 
the Red river, a register, and for each of the said three offices, a receiver 
of public monies shall be appointed, who shall give security in the same 
manner, in the same sums, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their offices, as are or may be 
provided by law, in relation to the registers and receivers of public 
monies in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of 
the United States, in the territory of Mississippi.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That the powers vested in the 
President of the United States by the eleventh section of the act, enti-
tled ‘‘An act supplementary to an act, entituled An act for ascertaining 
and adjusting the titles and claims to land within the territory of Orleans, 
and the district of Louisiana,” passed on the twenty-first day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, in relation to the public lands lying 
in the western district of the territory of Orleans, and all the other pro-
visions made by the same section, for the sale of said lands, and for 
obtaining patents for the same, shall be, and the same are hereby in
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every respect, extended to the public lands, lying in the eastern district 
of the territory of Orleans.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That every person who, either by 
virtue of a French or Spanish grant recognized by the laws of the United 
States, or under a claim confirmed by the commissioners appointed for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the 
territory of Orleans, owns a tract of land bordering on any river, creek, 
bayou or water course, in the said territory, and not exceeding in depth 
forty arpens, French measure, shall be entitled to a preference in be-
coming the purchaser of any vacant tract of land adjacent to, and back 
of his own tract, not exceeding forty arpens, French measure, in depth, 
nor in quantity of land, that which is contained in his own tract, at the 
same price, and on the same terms and conditions, as are, or may be 
provided by law for the other public lands in the said territory. And 
the principal deputy surveyor of each district respectively, shall be and 
he is hereby authorized, under the superintendence of the surveyor of 
the public lands south of the state of Tennessee, to cause to be surveyed, 
the tracts claimed by virtue of this section; and in all cases where by 
reason of bends in the river, lake, creek, bayou or water course border-
ing on the tract, and of adjacent claims of a similar nature, each claim-
ant cannot obtain a tract equal in quantity to the adjacent tract already 
owned by him to divide the vacant land applicable to that object between 
the several claimants, in such manner as to him will appear most equit-
able : Provided however, that the right of pre-emption, granted by this 
section, shall not extend so far in depth, as to include lands fit for culti-
vation, bordering on another river, creek, bayou or water course. And 
every person entitled to the benefit of this section shall, within three 
years after the date of this act, deliver to the register of the proper land-
office, a notice in writing, stating the situation and extent of the tract 
of land he wishes to purchase, and shall also make the payment and pay-
ments for the same, at the time and times, which are, or may be pre-
scribed by law, for the disposal of the other public lands in the said 
territory: the time of his delivering the notice aforesaid, being consi-
dered as the date of the purchase. And if any such person shall fail to 
deliver such notice within the said period of three years, or to make 
such payment or payments at the time above mentioned, his right of 
pre-emption shall cease and become void; and the land may thereafter 
be purchased by any other person in the same manner, and on the same 
terms, as are or may be provided by law for the sale of other public lands 
in the said territory.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That the land-offices, established 
by virtue of the fourth section of this act, shall be opened on the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for the sale of 
all the public lands, with the exception of section “No. sixteen” of the 
salt springs, and land contiguous thereto, and of the tracts reserved for 
the support of seminaries of learning as herein after provided, which 
shall have been previously surveyed and the surveys thereof returned 
according to law to the registers of the land-offices respectively ; and on 
the first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, for 
the sale of such of the public lands, which, from the nature of the coun-
try, cannot be surveyed in the ordinary way, and are embraced by the 
provisions of the third section of this act, as shall have, at least six 
weeks previous to the said first day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, been advertised for sale by the surveyor of the 
public lands south of the state of Tennessee, with the approbation of the 
President of the United States. The public sales for the lands, sub-
divided into quarter sections in the ordinary way, shall be held for one 
calendar month, under the superintendence of the register and receiver 
of each land-office respectively, and of either of the surveyors of public
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lands south of Tennessee, or of his principal deputy surveyor in the dis-
trict, who shall each receive six dollars for each day’s attendance on the 
same; and no tract of land shall be sold at said public sales, for a less 
price than that which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of 
public lands in the Mississippi territory. And from and after the first 
first day of February, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, any tract 
which has been thus offered for sale at public sale, and remains unsold, 
as well as any tract of land embraced by the provisions of the third 
section of this act, the sale of which is authorized by this section, may 
be disposed of at private sale by the register of the land-office, for the 
same price which is or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public 
lands in the Mississippi territory. All the lands, sold (by) virtue of this 
section, shall in every other respect be sold on the same terms of pay-
ment and conditions, in the same manner, and under the same regula-
tions as are or may be prescribed by law, for the sale of public lands in 
the Mississippi territory: Provided however, that in case of an applica-
tion being made at the same time, for the purchase at private sale of the 
same tract of land by two or more persons, one of whom did actually 
inhabit and cultivate such tract of land at the time of passing this act, 
and still continues to inhabit and cultivate the same at the time of such 
application; the preference shall be given to the person thus inhabiting 
and cultivating such tract of land : And provided also, that till after the 
final decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for 
sale, the claim to which has been in due time, and according to law, 
presented to the register of the land-office, and filed in his office, for the 
purpose of being investigated by the commissioners appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands in the ter-
ritory of Orleans; or which shall have been located by or for Major 
General La Fayette, according to law.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That in addition to the township 
already reserved for that purpose by law, in the western district of the 
territory of Orleans, and which shall be located south of Red river, 
another entire township shall be located by the Secretary of the Trea-
sury north of Red river, for the use of a seminary of learning, and also 
an entire township in the territory of Louisiana, for the support of a 
seminary of learning within the said territory.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That the surveyor-general shall 
cause such of the public lands in the territory of Louisiana as the Presi-
dent of the United States shall direct, to be surveyed and divided in the 
same manner and under the same regulations and limitation as to ex-
penses, as is provided by law in relation to the lands of the United 
Slates, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States, lying in the territory of Louisiana, a land-office 
shall be established, which shall be kept at such place as the President 
of the United States may direct; and a register and receiver of public 
monies shall be appointed for said office, who shall give security in the 
same manner, in the same suras, and whose compensations, emoluments, 
duties and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their office, as are or may be pro-
vided for by law, in relation to the register and receiver of public monies 
in the several offices established for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States, northwest of the river Ohio and above the mouth of Ken-
tucky river. ,

Sec . 10. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall think proper, 
to direct so much of the public lands lying in the territory of Louisiana, 
as shall have been surveyed in conformity with the ninth section of this
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act, to be offered for sale. All such lands shall, with the exception of 
the section “ number sixteen,” which shall be reserved in each township 
for the support of schools within the same, with exception also of a tract 
reserved for the support of a seminary of learning, as provided for by the 
eighth section of this act, and with the exception also of the salt springs, 
and lead mines, and lands contiguous thereto, which, by the direction of 
the President of the United States, may be reserved for the future dis-
posal of the said States, shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder, 
under the direction of the register of the land-office, and the receiver of 
public monies, and of the principal deputy surveyor, and on such day or 
days as shall, by public proclamation of the President of the United 
States, be designated for that purpose. The sales shall remain open for 
three weeks, and no longer. The lands shall be sold for a price not 
less than that which has been or may be fixed by law for the public 
lands, northwest of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. And shall in every other respect be sold in tracts of the same 
size, on the same terms and conditions, as have been or may be by law 
provided for the lands sold in the state of Ohio. The superintendents 
of the said public sales shall each receive six dollars for each day’s 
attendance on the said sales. All the lands which have been thus 
offered for sale, at public sale, remaining unsold at the closing of the 
public sales, may be disposed of at private sale by the register of the 
land-office, for the same price which is or may be prescribed by law for 
the sale of public lands in the state of Ohio : Provided however, that till 
after the decision of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered 
for sale, the claim to which has been in due time and according to law 
presented to the recorder of land titles in the district of Louisiana, and 
filed in his office, for the purpose of being investigated by the commis-
sioners appointed for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming lands 
in the territory of Louisiana. And patents shall be obtained for all lands 
sold in the territory of Louisiana, in the same manner and on the same 
terms as is or may be provided, by law, for land sold in the state of 
Ohio.

Sec . 11. And be it further enacted, That the claim of the corpora-
tion of the city of New Orleans, to the common adjacent thereto, and 
within six hundred yards from the fortifications of the same, as confirmed 
by the act, entituled “An act respecting claims to lands in the territories 
of Orleans and Louisiana,” shall be deemed valid, although the relin-
quishment of the said corporation to any claim beyond the said distance 
of six hundred yards, was not made till after the expiration of the period 
of six months prescribed by the act last mentioned.

Sec . 12. And be it further enacted, That all the navigable rivers and 
waters in the territories of Orleans and Louisiana, shall be, and for ever 
remain public highways.

Sec . 13. And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding forty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the pur-
pose of carrying this act into effect, which sum shall be paid out of 
unappropriated monies in the treasury.

Approv ed , February 15, 1811.

Chap . XV.—An Act concerning the Bank of Alexandria.(a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the corporation here-
tofore created by the name and style of the President, Directors and
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(a) Suits brought by the bank of Alexandria upon promissory notes, made negotiable at that bank, are 
entitled to trial at the return time of the writ. Young v. The Bank of Alexandria, 4 Cranch, 384; 2 Cond. 
Rep. 150.

The bank of Alexandria may, under the charter of the bank, maintain an action against the indorser
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