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Sec . 2122. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to cause all such 
buildings belonging to the United States, as have been, or hereafter 
shall be, erected for the use of their agents, teachers, farmers, mechan-
ics, and other persons employed amongst the Indians, to be sold when-
ever the lands on which the same are erected have become the property 
of the United States, and are no longer necessary for such purposes.

Sec . 2123. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to cause to be 
sold, at his discretion, with each of such buildings as are mentioned in 
the preceding section, a quantity of land not exceeding one section; and 
on the payment of the consideration agreed for into the Treasury of the 
United States by the purchaser, the Secretary shall make, execute, and 
deliver to the purchaser a title in fee-simple for such lands and tene-
ments.

Sec . 2124. All penalties which shall accrue under this Title shall be 
sued for a‘nd recovered in an action in the nature of an action of debt, 
in the name of the United States, before any court having jurisdiction 
of the same, in any State or Territory in which the defendant shall be 
arrested or found, the one-half to the use of the informer and the other 
half to the use of the United States, except when the prosecution shall 
be first instituted on behalf of the United States, in which case the 
whole shall be to their use.

Sec . 2125. When goods or other property shall be seized for any vio-
lation of this Title, it shall be lawful for the person prosecuting on be-
half of the United States to proceed against such goods, or other prop-
erty, in the manner directed to be observed in the case of goods, wares, 
or merchandise brought into the United States in violation of the reve-
nue laws.

Sec . 2126. In all trials about the right of property in which an Indian 
may be a party on one side, and a white person on the other, the burden 
of proof shall rest upon the white person, whenever the Indian shall 
make out a presumption of title in himself from the fact of previous 
possession or ownership.
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cattle, horses, or other live stock belonging to the Indians, and not re-
quired for their use and subsistence, under such regulations as shall be 
established by the Secretary of the Interior. But no such sale shall be 
made so as to interfere with the execution of any order lawfully issued 
by the Secretary of War, connected with the movement or subsistence 
of troops. x

Sec . 2128. Any loyal person, a citizen of the United States, of good 
moral character, shall be permitted to trade with any Indian tribe upon 
giving bond to the United States in the penal sum of not less than five 
nor more than ten thousand dollars, with at least two good sureties, to 
be approved by the superintendent of the district within which such 
person proposes to trade, or by the United States district judge or dis-
trict attorney for the district in which the obligor resides, renewable 
each year, conditioned that such person will faithfully observe all laws 
and regulations made for the government of trade and intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, and in no respect violate the same.

Sec . 2129. No person shall be permitted to trade with any of the In-
dians in the Indian country without a license therefor from a superin-
tendent of Indian affairs, or Indian agent, or sub-agent, which license 
shall be issued for a term not exceeding two years for the tribes east of 
the Mississippi, and not exceeding three years for the tribes west of 
that river.

Sec . 2130. Any superintendent or agent may refuse an application 
for a license to trade, if he is satisfied that the applicant is a person of 
bad character, or that it would be improper to permit him to reside in 
the Indian country, or if a license, previously granted to such applicant, 
has been revoked, or a forfeiture of his bond decreed. But an appeal 
may be had from the agent or the superintendent to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs.

Sec . 2131. The superintendent of the district shall have power to re-
voke and cancel any license to trade within the Indian country whenever 
the person licensed has, in his opinion, transgressed any of the laws or 
regulations provided for the government of trade and intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, or whenever, in his opinion, it is improper to permit 
such person to remain in the Indian country. No trade with the tribes 
shall be carried on within their boundary, except at certain suitable and 
convenient places, to be designated from time to time by the superin-
tendents, agents, and sub-agents, and to be inserted in the license. The 
persons granting or revoking such licenses shall forthwith report the 
same to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for his approval or disap-
proval.

Sec . 2132. The President is authorized, whenever in his opinion the 
public interest may require the same, to prohibit the introduction of 
goods, or of any particular article, into the country belonging to any 
Indian tribe, and to direct all licenses to trade with such tribe to be re-
voked, and all applications therefor to be rejected. No trader to any 
other tribe shall, so long as such prohibition may continue, trade with 
any Indians of or for the tribe against which such prohibition is issued.

Sec . 2133. Any person other than an Indian who shall attempt to 
reside in the Indian country as a trader, or to introduce goods, or to 
trade therein without such license, shall forfeit all merchandise offered 
for sale to the Indians, or found in his possession, and shall moreover 
be liable to a penalty of five hundred dollars.

Sec . 2134. Every foreigner who shall go into the Indian country 
without a passport from the Department of the Interior, superintendent, 
agent, or sub-agent of Indian affairs, or officer of the United States 
commanding the nearest military post on the frontiers, or who shall 
remain intentionally therein after the expiration of such passport, shall 
be liable to a penalty of one thousand dollars. Every such passport 
shall express the object of such person, the time he is allowed to remain, 
and the route he is to travel.
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Sec . 2135. Every person, other than an Indian, who, within the Indian 
country, purchases or receives of any Indian, in the way of barter, trade, 
or pledge, a gun, trap, or other article commonly used in hunting, any 
instrument of husbandry, or cooking utensils of the kind commonly 
obtained by the Indians in their intercourse with the white people, or 
any article of clothing, except skins or furs, shall be liable to a penalty 
of fifty dollars.

Sec . 213G. If any trader, his agent, or any person acting for or under 
him, shall sell any arms or ammunition at his trading-post or other 
place within any district or country occupied by uncivilized or hostile 
Indians, contrary to the rules and regulations of the Secretary of the 
Interior, such trader shall forfeit his right to trade with the Indians, 
and the Secretary shall exclude such trader, and the agent, or other 
person so offending, from the district or country so occupied.

Sec . 2137. Every person, other than an Indian, who, within the limits 
of any tribe with whom the United States has existing treaties, hunts, 
or traps, or takes and destroys any peltries or game, except for subsist-
ence in the Indian country, shall forfeit all the traps, guns, and ammu-
nition in his possession, used or procured to be used for that purpose, 
and all peltries so taken; and shall be liable in addition to a penalty of 
five hundred dollars.

Sec . 2138. Every person who drives or removes, except by authority 
of an order lawfully issued by the Secretary of War, connected with 
the movement or subsistence of troops, any cattle, horses, or other stock 
from the Indian country for the purposes of trade or commerce, shall 
be punishable by imprisonment for not more than three years, or by a 
fine of not more than five thousand dollars, or both.

Sec . 2139. No ardent spirits shall be introduced, under any pretense, 
into the Indian country. Every person, except an Indian, in the Indian 
country, who sells, exchanges, gives, barters, or disposes of any spirit-
uous liquors or wine to any Indian under the charge of any Indian 
superintendent or agent, or introduces or attempts to introduce any 
spirituous liquor or wine into the Indian country, shall be punishable 
by imprisonment for not more than two years, and by a fine of not more 
than three hundred dollars. But it shall be a sufficient defense to any 
charge of introducing or attempting to introduce liquor into the Indian 
country, that the acts charged were done by order of or under authority 
from the War Department, or any officer duly authorized thereunto by 
the War Department.

Sec . 2140. If any superintendent of Indian affairs, Indian agent, or 
sub-agent, or commanding officer of a military post, has reason to sus-
pect or is informed that any white person or Indian is about to intro-
duce or has introduced any spirituous liquor or wine into the Indian 
country in violation of law, such superintendent, agent, sub-agent, or 
commanding officer, -may cause the boats, stores, packages, wagons, 
sleds, and places of deposit of such person to be searched ; and if any 
such liquor is found therein, the same, together with the boats, teams, 
wagons, and sleds used in conveying the same, and also the goods, 
packages, and peltries of such person, shall be seized and delivered to 
the proper officer, and shall be proceeded against by libel in the proper 
court, and forfeited, one-half to the informer and the other half to the 
use of the United States; and if such person be a trader, his license 
shall be revoked and his bond put in suit. It shall moreover be the 
duty of any person in the service of the United States, or of any Indian, 
to take and destroy any ardent spirits or wine found in the Indian 
country, except such as may be introduced therein by the War Depart-
ment. In all cases arising under this and the preceding section Indians 
shall be competent witnesses.

Seo . 2141. Every person who shall, within the Indian country, set 
up or continue any distillery for manufacturing ardent spirits, shall be 
liable to a penalty of one thousand dollars; and the superintendent of 
Indian affairs, Indian agent, or sub-agent, within the limits of whose
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agency any distillery of ardent spirits is set up or continued, shall forth-
with destroy and break up the same.

Sec . 2142. Every white person who shall make an assault upon an 
Indian, or other person, and every Indian who shall make an assault 
upon a white person, within the Indian country, with a gun, rifle, 
sword, pistol, knife, or any other deadly weapon, with intent to kill or 
maim the person so assaulted, shall be punishable by imprisonment, at 
hard labor, for not more than five years, nor less than one year.

Sec . 2143. Every white person who shall set fire, or attempt to set fire, 
to any house, out-house, cabin, stable, or other building, in the Indian 
country, to whomsoever belonging; and every Indian who shall set fire 
to any house, out-house, cabin, stable, or other building, in the Indian 
country, in whole or in part belonging to or in lawful possession of a white 
person, and whether the same be consumed or not, shall be punishable 
by imprisonment at hard labor for not more than twenty-one years, nor 
less than two years.

Sec . 2144. The general laws of the United States defining and pre-
scribing punishments for forgery and for depredations upon the mails, 
shall extend to the Indian country.

Sec . 2145. Except as to crimes the punishment ot which is expressly 
provided for in this Title, the general laws of the United States as to 
the punishmentof crimes committed in any place within the sole and ex-
clusivejurisdiction of the United States, except the District of Columbia, 
shall extend to the Indian country.

Sec . 2146. The preceding section shall not be construed to extend to 
any Indian committing any offense in the Indian country who has been 
punished by the local law of the tribe, or to any case where, by treaty 
stipulations, the exclusive jurisdiction over such offenses is or may be 
secured to the Indian tribes respectively.

Sec . 2147. The superintendent of Indian affairs, and the Indian agents 
and sub-agents, shall have authority to remove from the Indian country 
all persons found therein contrary to law; and the President is author-
ized to direct the military force to be employed in such removal.

Sec . 2148. If any person who has been removed from the Indian 
country shall thereafter at anytime return or be found within the Indian 
country, he shall be liable to a penalty of one thousand dollars.

Sec . 2149. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs is authorized and re-
quired, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, to remove 
from any tribal reservation any person being therein without authority 
of law, or whose presence within the limits of the reservation may, in 
the judgment of the Commissioner, be detrimental to the peace and wel-
fare of the Indians; and may employ for the purpose such force as may 
be necessary to enable the agent to effect the removal of such person.

Sec . 2150. The military forces of the United States may be employed 
in such manner and under such regulations as the President may 
direct—

First. In the apprehension of every person who may be in the 
Indian country in violation of law; and in conveying him immediately 
from the Indian country, by the nearest convenient and safe route, to 
the civil authority of the Territory or judicial district in which such 
person shall be found, to be proceeded against in due course of law;

Second. In the examination and seizure of stores, packages, and 
boats, authorized by law ;

Third. In preventing the introduction of persons and property into 
the Indian country contrary to law; which persons and property shall 
be proceeded against according to law ;

Fourth. And also in destroying and breaking up any distillery for 
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manufacturing ardent spirits set up or continued within the Indian 
country.

Sec . 2151. No person apprehended by military force under the pre-
ceding section shall be detained longer than five days after arrest and 
before removal. All officers and soldiers who may have any such per-
son in custody shall treat him with all the humanity which the circum-
stances will permit.

Sec . 2152. The superintendents, agents, and sub-agents shall endeavor 
to procure the arrest and trial of all Indians accused of committing any 
crime, offense, or misdemeanor, and of all other persons who may have 
committed crimes or offenses within any State or Territory, and have 
fled into the Indian country, either by demanding the same of the chiefs 
of the proper tribe, or by such other means as the President may author-
ize. The President may direct the military force of the United States 
to be employed in the apprehension of such Indians, and also in pre-
venting or terminating hostilities between any of the Indian tribes.

Sec . 2153. In executing process in the Indian country, the marshal 
may employ a posse comitatus, not exceeding three persons in any of 
the States respectively, to assist in executing process by arresting and 
bringing in prisoners from the Indian country, and allow them three 
dollars for each day in lieu of all expenses and services. [See §533.]

Sec . 2154. Whenever, in the commission, by a white person, of any 
crime, offense, or misdemeanor, within the Indian country, the property 
of any friendly Indian is taken, injured, or destroyed, and a conviction 
is had for such crime, offense, or misdemeanor, the person so convicted 
shall be sentenced to pay to such friendly Indian to whom the property 
may belong, or whose person may be injured, a sum equal to twice the 
just value of the property so taken, injured, or destroyed.

Sec . 2155. If such offender shall be unable to pay a sum at least 
equal to the just value or amount, whatever such payment shall fall 
short of the same shall be paid out of the Treasury of the United 
States. If such offender cannot be apprehended and brought to trial, 
the amount of such property shall be paid out of the Treasury. But no 
Indian shall be entitled to any payment out of the Treasury of the 
United States, for any such property, if he, or any of the nation to 
which he belongs, have sought private revenge, or have attempted to 
obtain satisfaction by any force or violence.

Sec . 2156. If any Indian, belonging to any tribe in amity with the 
United States, shall, within the Indian country, take or destroy the prop-
erty of any person lawfully within such country, or shall pass from In-
dian country into any State or Territory inhabited by citizens of the 
United States, and there take, steal, or destroy, any horse, or other prop-
erty belonging to any citizen or inhabitant of the United States, such 
citizen or inhabitant, his representative, attorney, or agent, may make 
application to the proper superintendent, agent, or sub-agent, who, upon 
being furnished with the necessary documents and proofs, shall, under 
the direction of the President, make application to the nation or tribe 
to which such Indian shall belong, for satisfaction ; and if such nation 
or tribe shall neglect or refuse to make satisfaction, in a reasonable time 
not exceeding twelve months, such superintendent, agent, or sub-agent 
shall make return of his doings to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
that such further steps may be taken as shall be proper, in the opinion 
of the President, to obtain satisfaction for the injury.

Sec . 2157. The superintendents, agents, and sub-agents within their 
respective districts are authorized and empowered to take depositions of 
witnesses touching any depredations, within the purview of the three 
preceding sections, and to administer oaths to the deponents.
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