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March 25, 1870. CHAP. XXXV. — An Act amendatory of the Charter of the Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of the District of Columbia.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act to incorporate the 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of the District of Columbia, approved 
January ten, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, be so amended as to author-
ize the interest on the premium notes held by said company to accumu-
late to the extent of one hundred thousand dollars ; and also to authorize 
said company to acquire and hold real estate, not exceeding fifty thou-
sand dollars, cash value, at any one time.

Approv ed , March 25, 1870.

CHAP. XXXVI. — An Act to renew and continue in Force the Charter of the Potomac 
Insurance Company, of Georgetown, District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act entitled “ An act to 
incorporate a Fire Insurance Company, in Georgetown, in the District of 
Columbia,” approved the second March, eighteen hundred and thirty-one; 
and the act entitled “ An act to amend the charter of the Potomac Insur-
ance Company, of Georgetown,” approved the third of March, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven; and the act entitled “ An act to renew and 
continue in force the charter of the Potomac Insurance Company, of 
Georgetown,” approved the twenty-seventh of January, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-one, be, and the same are hereby, re-enacted and extended from the 
date of the expiration of the last-mentioned act, until the repeal of this act.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of section eight of the 
original charter as restricts the company to having its office in George-
town, District of Columbia, is hereby amended so as to permit the com-
pany to remove its place of business to Washington, District of Columbia, 
if it so elects.

Appr ov ed , March 25, 1870.

CHAP. XXXIX. — An Act to admit the State of Texas to Representation in the Congress 
of the United States.

Whe re as  the people of Texas have framed and adopted a constitution 
of State government which is republican; and whereas the legislature 
of Texas elected finder said constitution has ratified the fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments to the Constitution of the United States ; and where-
as the performance of these several acts in good faith is a condition pre-
cedent to the representation of the State in Congress : Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the said State of Texas is 
entitled to representation in the Congress of the United States : Provided, 
That before any member of the legislature of said State shall take or re-
sume his seat, or any officer of said State shall enter upon the duties of 
his office he shall take and subscribe and file in the office of the secretary 
of State of Texas, for permanent preservation, an oath or affirmation in 
the form following: “ I,-------------------- , do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I have never taken an oath as a member of Congress, or as an offi-
cer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an 
executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of 
the United States, and afterward engaged in insurrection or rebellion against 
the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof, so help me 
God ”; or under the pains and penalties of perjury (as the case may be) ; 
or such person shall, in like manner, take, subscribe, and file the follow-
ing oath or affirmation : “ I,---------------------, do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I have, by act of Congress of the United States, been relieved from 
the disabilities imposed upon me by the fourteenth amendment of the
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Constitution of the United States, so help me God ”; or under the pains 
and penalties of perjury (as the case may be) ; which oaths or affirma-
tions shall be taken before, and certified by, any officer lawfully author-
ized to administer oaths. And any person who shall knowingly swear or 
affirm falsely in taking either of such oaths or affirmations, shall be 
deemed guilty of perjury, and shall be punished therefor by imprisonment 
not less than one year, and not more than ten years, and shall be fined 
not less than one thousand dollars, and not more than ten thousand dollars. 
And in all trials for any violation of this act, the certificate of the taking 
of either of said oaths or affirmations, with proof of the signature of the 
party accused shall be taken and held as conclusive evidence that such 
oath or affirmation was regularly and lawfully administered by competent 
authority : And provided further, That every such person who shall neg-
lect for the period of thirty days next after the passage of this act to take, 
subscribe, and file such oath or affirmation as aforesaid, shall be deemed 
and taken to all intents and purposes to have vacated his office : And pro-
vided further, That the State of Texas is admitted to representation in 
Congress as one of the States of the Union, upon the following funda-
mental conditions : First. That the constitution of Texas shall never be 
so amended or changed as to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the 
United States of the right to vote who are entitled to vote by the consti-
tution herein recognized, except as a punishment for such crimes as are 
now felonies at common law, whereof they shall have been duly convicted 
under laws equally applicable to all the inhabitants of said State : Pro-
vided, That any alteration of said constitution, prospective in its effects, 
may be made in regard to the time and place of residence of voters. 
Second. That it shall never be lawful for the said State to deprive any 
citizen of the United States on account of his race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude, of the right to hold office under the constitution and 
laws of said State, or upon any such ground to require of him any other 
qualifications for office than such as are required of all other citizens. 
Third. That the constitution of Texas shall never be so amended or 
changed as to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the United States 
of the school rights and privileges secured by the constitution of said 
State.

Appr ov ed , March 30, 1870.

CHAP. XLIV. — An Act to facilitate the Administration of Justice in the State of Texas.
Whe re as  the present incumbent of the office of district judge for the 

eastern district of the State of Texas is incapacitated by sickness and 
paralysis from performing the duties of his office, and has remained so 
incapacitated for a long period, which incapacity is believed to be perma-
nent, by reason of which the government and citizens of the United 
States have been unable to have their business transacted in that court, 
and have suffered great loss and inconvenience therefrom : Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the resignation of the 
district judge for the eastern district of the State of Texas, being ten-
dered and accepted by the President of the United States, the salary now 
received by said judge shall be continued to him during his natural life, 
payable in the. same manner and form as if he actually performed the 
duties of his office.

Approv ed , April 5, 1870.

CHAP. XLVI.—An Act giving the Consent of the United States to the Erection of a 
Bridge across the Delaware River, between Philadelphia and Camden.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Gongress assembled, That the consent of the United 
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