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Convention between the United States and Great Britain. Naturalization 
Concluded, May 13, 1870; Exchanged, August 10, 1870; Proclaimed, 
September 16, 1870.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

A PROCLAMATION.
Wher eas  a convention between the United States of America and her 

Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land, for regulating the citizenship of citizens of the United States who 
have emigrated or who may emigrate from the United States of Amer-
ica to the British dominions, and of British subjects who have emigrated 
or who may emigrate from the British dominions to the United States 
of America, was concluded and signed at London, by their respective 
plenipotentiaries, on the thirteenth day of May last, the original of 
which convention is word for word as follows : —

The President of the United States of America and her Majesty the 
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, being de-
sirous to regulate the citizenship of citizens of the United States of America 
who have emigrated or who may emigrate from the United States of 
America to the British dominions, and of British subjects who have emi-
grated or who may emigrate from the British dominions to the United 
States of America, have resolved to conclude a convention for that purpose, 
and have named as their plenipotentiaries, that is to say : The President 
of the United States of America, John Lothrop Motley, Esquire, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to her Britannic Majesty; and her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the Right Honorable 
George William Frederick, Earl of Clarendon, Baron Hyde of Hindon, 
a peer of the United Kingdom, a member of her Britannic Majesty’s most 
honorable Privy Council, Knight of the most noble Order of the Garter, 
Knight Grand Cross of the most honorable Order of the Bath, her Britan-
nic Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for foreign affairs; who, after 
having communicated to each other their respective full powers, found to 
be in good and due form, have agreed uoon and concluded the following 
articles:

Arti cle  I. Citizens of the United States of America who have be-
come, or shall become, and are naturalized according to law within the 
British dominions as British subjects, shall, subject to the provisions of 
Article IL, be held by the United States to be in all respects and for all 
purposes British subjects, and shall be treated as such by the United 
States.

Reciprocally, British subjects who have become, or shall become, and 
are naturalized according to law within the United States of America as 
citizens thereof, shall, subject to the provisions of Article IL, be held by 
Great Britain to be in all respects and for all purposes citizens of the 
United States, and shall be treated as such by Great Britain.

Art ic le  II. Such citizens of the United States as aforesaid who have 
become and are naturalized within the dominions of her Britannic Majesty 
as British subjects, shall be at liberty to renounce their naturalization and 
to resume their nationality as citizens of the United States, provided that 
such renunciation be publicly declared within two years after the exchange 
of the ratifications of the present convention.

See Vol. xvii. 
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Such British subjects as aforesaid who have become and are naturalized 
as citizens within the United States, shall be at liberty to renounce their 
naturalization and to resume their British nationality, provided that such 
renunciation be .publicly declared within two years after the twelfth day 
of May, 1870.

The manner in which this renunciation may be made and publicly 
declared shall be agreed upon by the governments of the respective coun-
tries.

Art ic le  III. If any such citizen of the United States as aforesaid, 
naturalized within the dominions of her Britannic Majesty, should renew 
his residence in the United States, the United States government may, on 
his own application and on such conditions as that government may think 
fit to impose, readmit him to the character and privileges of a citizen of 
the United States, and Great Britain shall not, in that case, claim him as 
a British subject on account of his former naturalization.

In the same manner, if any such British subject as aforesaid naturalized 
in the United States should renew his residence within the dominions of 
her Britannic Majesty, her Majesty’s government may, on his own appli-
cation and on such conditions as that government may think fit to impose, 
readmit him to the character and privileges of a British subject, and the 
United States shall not, in that case, claim him as a citizen of the United 
States on account of his former naturalization.

Art ic le  IV. The present convention shall be ratified by the Presi-
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate thereof, and by her Britannic Majesty, and the ratifications shall 
be exchanged at London as soon as may be within twelve months from 
the date hereof.

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the same, 
and have affixed thereto their respective seals.

Done at London, the thirteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy.

[seal .] JOHN LOTHROP MOTLEY.
[sea l .] CLARENDON.

And whereas the said convention has been duly ratified on both parts, 
and the respective ratifications of the same were exchanged at London on 
the 10th ultimo:

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Uly sses  S. Gra nt , President of 
the United States of America, have caused the said convention to be made 
public, to the end that the same and every clause and part thereof may be 
observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United States and the citi-
zens thereof.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand’ and caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington this sixteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, 

[sea l .] . and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
ninety-fifth.

U. S. GRANT.
By the President:

Hami lto n  Fish ,
Secretary of State.

Proclamation.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-04-09T22:06:27-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




