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And whereas, due inquiry having been made and satisfactory answers having 
been received that similar provisions are in force in France, Prussia, and the 
other States of the North German Union and Italy :

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses  S. Gra nt , President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the same accordingly.

Done at the city of Washington, this 10th day of February, in the year 
[L. s.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the ninety-fourth.
U. S. GRANT.

By the President:
Hamil to n  Fish , Secretary of State.

No. 10.

HAMILTON FISH,
SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES. March so, 1870.

To all to whom these presents may come, greeting:

Kno w  ye, that the Congress of the United States, on or about the twenty-
seventh day of February, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
nine, passed a resolution in the words and figures following, to wit:

Pub. Res. No.
14.
Vol. xv. p. 346.

“A Resolution proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled (two thirds of both Houses concurring), That the 
following article be proposed to the legislatures of the several States as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which, when ratified by 
three fourths of said legislatures, shall be valid as part of the Constitution, 
namely:

Art ic le  XV.
Sec ti on  1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude.

Sec ti on  2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appro-
priate legislation.”

And, further, that it appears from official documents on file in this De-
partment that the amendment to the Constitution of the United States, pro-
posed as aforesaid, has been ratified by the legislatures of the States of North 
Carolina, West Virginia, Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Maine, Louisiana, Michi-
gan, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, 
Indiana, New York, New Hampshire, Nevada, Vermont, Virginia, Alabama, 
Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Rhode Island, Nebraska, 
and Texas, in all twenty-nine States.

And, further, that the States whose legislatures have so ratified the said pro-
posed amendment constitute three fourths of the whole number of States in the 
United States. ,

And further, that it appears from an official document on file in this Depart-
ment that the legislature of the State of New York has since passed resolutions 
claiming to withdraw the said ratification of the said amendment which had 
been made by the legislature of that State, and of which official notice had 
been filed in this Department.

And, further, that it appears from an official document on file in this Depart-
ment that the legislature of Georgia has by resolution ratified the said proposed 
amendment:

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Hami lto n  Fish , Secretary of State of 
the United States, by virtue and in pursuance of the second section of the act 
of Congress approved the twentieth day of April, in the year eighteen hundred 
and eighteen, entitled “ An act to provide for the publication of the laws of the
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United States and for other purposes,” do hereby certify that the amendment 
aforesaid has become valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitu-
tion of the United States.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of 
the Department of State to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this thirtieth day of March, in the year 
[L. S.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and of the 

Independence of the United States the ninety-fourth..
HA1MILT0N FISH.

No. 11.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-.

A PROCLAMATION.
Preamble.

All persons 
warned against 
engaging in the 
United States 
in illegal mili-
tary enterprises 
against Canada.

Wher eas  it has come to my knowledge that sundry illegal military enter-
prises and expeditions are being set on foot within the territory and jurisdiction 
of the United States, with a view to carry on the same from such territory and 
jurisdiction against the people and district of the Dominion of Canada, within 
the dominions of Her Majesty, the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, with whom the United States are at peace :

Now, therefore, I, Uly sses  S. Gra nt , President of the United States, do 
hereby admonish all good citizens of the United States, and all persons within 
the territory and jurisdiction of the United States, against aiding, countenan-
cing, abetting or taking part in such unlawful proceedings; and I do hereby 
warn all persons that by committing such illegal acts they will forfeit all right 
to the protection of the government, or to its interference in their behalf to 
rescue them from the consequences of their own acts ; and I do hereby enjoin 
all officers in the service of the United States to employ all their lawful author-
ity and power to prevent and defeat the aforesaid unlawful proceedings, and to 
arrest and bring to justice all persons who may be engaged therein.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-fourth day of May, in the 
[L. S.J year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and of the 

Independence of the United States the ninety-fourth.
U. S. GRANT.

By the President:
Hami lt on  Fish , Secretary of Stale.

No. 12.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA :

A PROCLAMATION. 
Whe rea s  a state of war unhappily exists between France, on the one side, 

and the North German Confederation and its allies, on the other side ;
And whereas the United States are on terms of friendship and amity with 

all the contending powers, and with the persons inhabiting their several 
dominions;

And whereas great numbers of the citizens of the United States reside 
within the territories or dominions of each of the said belligerents and carry 
on commerce, trade, or other business or pursuits therein, protected by the faith 
of treaties ;

And whereas great numbers of the subjects or citizens of each of the said 
belligerents reside within the territory or jurisdiction of the United States, and 
carry on commerce, trade, or other business or pursuits therein ;

August 22,1870.

Post, p. 1135.

Preamble.

May 24, 1870.
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