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No. 12.
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

A PROCLAMATION.

WarrEAas, by an act of Congress entitled * An act to admit the States of
North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida to
representation in Congress,” passed the twenty-fifth day of June, one thou-
sand eight hundred and sixty-eight, it is declared that it is made the duty of the
President within ten days after receiving official information of the ratification
by the legislature of either of said States of a proposed amendment to the
Constitution known as article fourteen, fo issue a proclamation announcing
that fact; and whereas a paper was received at the Department of State, this
twenty-seventh day of July, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight,
purporting to be a joint resclution of the Senate and Iouse of Representa-
tives of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, ratifying the said pro-
posed amendment, and also purporting to have passed the two said Houses
respectively on the twenty-first of July, one thonsand eight hundred and
sixty-eight, and to have been approved by Rufus B. Bullock, who therein
signs himself’ Governor of Georgia, which paper is also attested by the signa-
tures of Benjamin Conley, as President of the Senate, and R. L. McWhorters,
as Speaker of the House of Representatives, and is further attested by the
signatures of A. E. Marshall, as Secretary of the Senate, and M. A. Hardin,
as Clerk of the House of Representatives:

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Axprew Jomunsox, President of the
United States of Ameriea, in compliance with and execution of the act of
Congress before mentioned, do issne this my proclamation annonncing the fact
of the ratification of the said amendment by the legislature of the State of
Georgia in the manner hereinbefore set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed these presents with my hand, and have
caused the seal of the United States to be hereto affixed,

Done at the eity of Washington, this twenty-seventh day of July, in the year
[SEAL] of our Lord ene thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, and of the

“d Independence of the United States of America the ninety-third.

ANDREW JOHNSON.
By the President:
Wiiriam H. Sewarp, Secretary of Siate.

No. 13.
WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS MAY COME, GREETING:

WaereAs by an act of Congress passed on the twentieth of April, one
thonsand eight hundred and eighteen, entitled, “ An act to provide for the
publication of the laws of the United States and for other purposes,” it is de-
clared that whenever official notice shall have been received at the Department
of State that any amendment which heretofore has been and hereafter may be
proposed to the Constitution of the United States has been adopted according
to the provisions of the Constitution, it shall be the duty of the said Secretary
of State forthwith to cause the said amendment to be published in the news-
papers authorized to promulgate the laws, with his certificate, specifying the
States by which the same may have been adopted, and that the same has be-
come valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the Constitution of the
United States.

And whereas the Congress of the United States, on or about the sixteenth
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, submitted to the legisla-
tures of the several Statesa proposed amendment to the Constitution in the
following words, to wit:
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¢JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

% Be il resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled (two thirds of both Houses concurring), That
the following article be proposed to the legislatures of the several States as an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which, when ratified by
three fourths of said legislatures, shall be valid as part of the Constitution,
namely : —

“ARTICLE XIV.

“Secrion 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law, nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protec-
tion of the laws.

“SecrioN 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in
each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any
election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the
United States, Representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers
of a State, or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the
male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of
the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion
or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the pro-
portion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number
of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

“ SecrioN 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress,
or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military,
under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an
oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a
member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the ene-
mies thereof. But Congress may, by a vote of two thirds of each House,
remove such disability.

“SecrioN 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, author-
ized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for
services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But
neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay a\B' debt or obliga-
tion incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or
any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obliga-
tions, and claims shall be held ilP al and void.

“ Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate
legislation, the provisions of this article.

“ SCHUYLER COLFAX,
 Speaker of the House of Representatives.
“« LA FAYETTE 8. FOSTER,
“ President of the Senate pro tempore.
& Attest:
“ Epwp. McPrERSON,
“ Clerk of the House of Representatives.
“J. W. Forxgy,
 Secretary of the Senate.”

And whereas the Senate and House of Representatives of the Congress of
the United States, on the twenty-first day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-eight, adopted and transmitted to the Department of State a con-
current resolution, which concurrent resolution is in the words and figures
following, to wit: —

“Ix SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
“ July 21, 1868. }

¢ Whereas the legislatures of the States of Connecticut, Tennessee, New Jer-
sey, Oregon, Vermont, West Virginia, Kansas, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois,
Minnesota, New York, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Michigan, Ne-
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vada, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Maine, Towa, Arkansas, Flori- 1
da, North Carolina, Alabama, South Carolina, and Louisiana, being three
fourths and more of the several States of the Union, have ratified the fourteenth
article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States, duly proposed
by two thirds of each House of the Thirty-ninth Congress; therefore,
“ Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representanives concurring.) That said
fourteenth article is hereby declared to be a part of the Constitution of the
gnitc:l States, and it shall be duly promulgated as such by the Secretary of ‘
tate. 4
“ Attest : GEO. C. GORHAM, Secretary. |

“Iny THE House 0F REPRESENTATIVES,
July 21, 1868.

% Resolved, That the House of Representatives conecur in the foregoing con-
current resolution of the Senate ¢ declaring the ratification of the fourteenth
article of amendment of the Constitution of the United States.’

“ Attest: EDWD. McPHERSON, Clerk.”

And whereas official notice has been received at the Department of State
that the legislatures of the several States next hereinafter named Lave, at the
| times respectively herein mentioned, taken the proceedings hereinafter recited

| upon or in relation to the ratification of the said proposed amendment, called
article fourteenth, namely :

The legislature of Connecticut ratified the amendment June 80th, 1866; the
legislature of New Hampshire ratified it July 7th, 1866 ; the legislature of Ten-
nessee ratified it July 19th, 1866 ; the legislature of New Jersey ratified it Sep-
| tember 11th, 18686, and the legislature of the same State passed a resolution in
April, 1868, to withdraw its consent to it; the legislature of Oregon ratified it
September 19th, 1866; the legislature of Texas rejected it November 1st,
1866 ; the legislature of Vermont ratified it en or previous to November 9th,
1866 the legislature of Georgia rejected it November13th, 1866, and the legis-
' | lature of the same State ratified it July 21st, 1868 ; the legislature of North
1 Carolina rejected it December 4th, 1866, and the legislature of the same State i

| ; : ratified it July 4th, 1868 ; the legislature of South Carclina vejected it Decem-
| | ber 20th, 1866, and the legislature of the same State ratified it July 9thy 18683
I the legislature of Virginia rejected it Jaunuary 9th, 1867 ; the legislature of
I Kentucky rejected it Jannary 10th, 1867; the legislature of New York ratified
| it January 10th, 1867; the legislature of Ohio ratified it Janunary 11th, 1867,

| and the legislature of the same State passed a resolution in January, 1868, to
withdraw its consent to it ; the legislature of Illineis ratified it January 15th,

. 1867; the legislature of West Virginia ratified it January 16th, 18673 the
legislature of Kansas ratified it January 18th, 1867 ; the legislature of Maine

I ratified it January 19th, 1867 ; the legislature of Nevada ratified it January
' 22d, 1867; the legislature of Missouri ratified it on or previous to January 26th,
| 1867; the legislature of Indiana ratified it January 29th, 1867 ; the legislature
of Minnesota ratified it February 1st, 1867 ; the legislature of Rhode Island
ratified it February 7th, 1867 ; the legislature of Delaware rejected it February
7th, 1867 ; the legislature of Wisconsin ratified it February 13th, 1867 ; the
legislature of Pennsylvania ratified it February 13th, 1867 ; the legislature of
Michigan ratified it February 15th, 1867 ; the legislature of Massachusetts rat-
ified it March 20th, 1867 ; the legislature of Maryland rejected it March 23d,
I 1867; the legislature of Nebraska ratified it June 15th, 1867 the legislature of
Towa ratified it April 3d, 1868 ; the legislature of Arkansas ratified it April
I 6th, 1868; the legislature of Florida ratified it June 9th, 1868 ; the legislature
| of Louisiana ratified it July 9th, 1868 ; and the legislature of Alabama ratified
| it July 13th, 1868.
| Fourteenth Now, therefore, be it known that I, Winriam H. Sewarp, Secretary of
amendment to  State of the United States, in execution of the aforesaid act, and of the afore-
:%f;g:jﬁ“;ifﬂ said concurrent resolution of the 21st of July, 1868, and in conformance thereto,
adopted, and de- 40 hereby direct the said proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United
clared valid. States to be published in the mewspapers authorized to promulgate the laws of
the United States, and I do hereby certify that the said proposed amendment
has been adopted in the manner hereinbefore mentioned by the States specified
in the said concurrent resolution, namely, the States of Connecticut, New
| Hampshire, Tennessee, New Jersey, Oregon, Vermont, New York, Ohio, Illi-
| nois, West Virginia, Kansas, Maine, Nevada, Missouri, Indiana, Minnesota,
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Rhode Island, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Massachusetts, Nebraska,
Towa, Arkansas, Florida, North Carolina, Louisiana, South Carolina, Alabama,
and also by the legislature of the State of Georgia; the States thus specified
being more than three fourths of the States of the United States.

And I do further certify that the said amendment has become valid to all
intents and purposes as a part of the Constitution of the United States.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the
Department of State to be aflixed.

Done at the city of Washington this twenty-eighth day of July, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the ninety-third.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
Secrelary of State.

[sEAL.]

No. 14.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : October12,1868.
A PROCLAMATION.

Ix the year which is now drawing to its end, the art, the skill, and the labor pay for Pub-
of the people of the United States have been employed with greater diligence lic Thanksgiv-
and vigor, and on broader fields than ever before, and the fruits of the earth ing recommend-
have been gathered into the granary and the storehouse in marvellous abun- ®%
dance. Our highways have been lengthened, and new and prolific regions have
been oceupied. ~ We are permitted to hope that long protracted political and
sectional dissensions are at no distant day to give place to returning harmony
and fraternal affection throughout the Republic. Many foreign states have en-
tered into liberal agreements with us, while nations which are far off, and which
heretofore have been unsocial and exclusive, have become our friends.

The annual period of rest, which we have reached in health and tranqguillity,
and which is crowned with so many blessings, is by universal consent a con-
venient and suitable one for cultivating personal piety and practising public
devotion.

I therefore recommend that Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of Novembernext, Thursday,
be set apart, and observed by all the people of the United states, as a day for November 26th,
yublic praise, thanksgiving, and prayer to the Almighty Creator and Divine 1868.

uler of the Universe, by whose ever-watchful, merciful, and gracious proyi-
dence alone, states and nations, no less than families and individual men, do
live and move and have their being.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the
United States to be aflixed.

Done at the eity of Washington, this twelfth day of October, in the year of

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, and of the In-
[L. s.] dependence of the United States the ninety-third.
ANDREW JOHNSOR.

By the President :

“Wirriay H. SEwWARD, Secretary of State.

No. 15.
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THEIUNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Dec. 25, 1868,

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS the President of the United States has heretofore set forth several  Preamble.
proclamations, offering amnesty and pardon to persons who had been or were
concerned in the late rebellion against the lawful authority of the government
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