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Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the passage 
of this act, the secretary of the Territory of New Mexico shall be ex- 
officio superintendent of public buildings and grounds, and shall have all 
control and management of all public buildings now erected, in progress 
of erection, or to be hereafter erected, and of all grounds pertaining 
thereto ; and he shall be under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, who shall establish such rules in relation to said public buildings and 
grounds as in his judgment he may devise, and for his services as such 
superintendent shall receive an annual salary of one thousand dollars, to 
take effect from and after the passage of this act; and it shall be the 
duty of the secretary of said Territory, upon the convening of the legis-
lature thereof, to administer the oath of office to the members elect of the 
two houses and the officers thereof when chosen; and no other person 
shall be competent to administer said oath, save in the absence of the sec-
retary ; in which case any one member of either house may administer 
the oath to the presiding officer elect, and he shall administer the same to 
the members and other officers: Provided, That the annual salary of the 
secretary of said Territory shall be two thousand dollars per annum 
from and after the first day of February, eighteen hundred and sixty-
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CHAP. CCLXXIIL — An Act to extend the Laws of the United States relating to Cus-
toms, Commerce, and Navigation over the Territory ceded to the United States by Russia, 
to establish a Collection District therein, and for other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the laws of the United 
States relating to customs, commerce, and navigation be, and the same are 
hereby, extended to and over all the mainland, islands, and waters of the 
territory ceded to the United States by the Emperor of Russia by treaty- 
concluded at Washington on the thirtieth day of March, anno Domini 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, so far as the same may be applicable 
thereto.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That all of the said territory, with its 
ports, harbors, bays, rivers, and waters, shall constitute a customs col-
lection district, to be called the district of Alaska, for which said district 
a port of entry shall be established at some convenient point to be desig-
nated by the President, at or near the town of Sitka or New Archangel, 
and a collector of customs shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall reside at the said 
port of entry, and who shall receive an annual salary of two thousand 
five hundred dollars, in addition to the usual legal fees and emoluments 
of the office. But his entire compensation shall not exceed four thousand 
dollars per annum, or a proportionate sum for a less period of time.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to make and prescribe such regulations 
as he may deem expedient for the nationalization of all vessels owned by 
actual residents of said ceded territory on and since the twentieth day of 
June, anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and which shall 
continue to have been so owned up to the date of such nationalization, 
and that from any deputy collector of customs upon whom there has been, 
or shall hereafter be, conferred any of the powers of a collector under and 
by virtue of the twenty-ninth section of the “ Act further to prevent 
smuggling, and for other purposes,” approved July eighteen, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-six, the Secretary of the Treasury shall have power 
to require bonds in favor of the United States in such amount as the said 
Secretary shall prescribe for the faithful discharge of official duties by 
such deputy.

Secretary of 
the Territory of 
New Mexico to 
be superintend-
ent of public 
buildings and 
grounds;

salary therefor;

to administer 
oath to members 
elect of the legis-
lature.

Who to ad-
minister the oath 
in his absence.

Annual salary.

July 27, 1868.

Customs, &c. 
laws of the 
United States 
extended to ter-
ritory ceded to 
the United States 
by emperor of 
Russia.
See post, p. 539.

Territory to 
constitute the 
collection dis-
trict of Alaska.

Port of entry.

Collector.

Salary.
Regulations 

for the nationali-
zation of vessels 
owned by resi-
dents of the 
ceded territory.

Bonds may be 
required of dep-
uty collectors 
authorized to 
act as collector.

1866, ch. 201, 
§ 29.
Vol. xiv. p. 185,



FORTIETH CONGRESS. Sess . II Ch . 273. 1868.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That the President shall have 
power to restrict and regulate or to prohibit the importation and use of 
fire-arms, ammunition, and distilled spirits into and within the said terri-
tory. And the exportation of the same from any other port or place in 
the United States when destined to any port or place in the said territory, 
and all such arms, ammunition, and distilled spirits, exported or attempted 
to be exported from any port or place in the United States and destined 
for such territory, in violation of any regulations that may be prescribed 
under this se.ction ; and all such arms, ammunition, and distilled spirits, 
landed or attempted to be landed or used at any port or place in said ter-
ritory, in violation of said regulations, shall be forfeited; and if the value 
of the same shall exceed four hundred dollars, the vessel upon which the 
same shall be found, or from which they shall have been landed, together 
with her tackle, apparel and furniture, and cargo, shall be forfeited ; and 
any person wilfully violating such regulation shall, on conviction, be fined 
in any sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more 
than six months. And bonds may be required for a faithful observance 
of such regulations from the master or owners of any vessel departing 
from any port in the United Stateshaving on board fire-arms,ammunition, 
or distilled spirits, when such vessel is destined to any place in said ter-
ritory, or if not so destined, when there shall be reasonable ground of 
suspicion that such articles are intended to be landed therein in violation 
of law; and similar bonds may also be required on the landing of any 
such articles in the said territory from the person to whom the same may 
be consigned.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That the coasting trade between 
the said territory and any other portion of the United States shall be reg-
ulated in accordance with the provisions of law applicable to such trade 
between any two great districts.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful for any 
person or persons to kill any otter, mink, marten, sable, or fur seal, or 
other fur-bearing animal, within the limits of said territory, or in the waters 
thereof; and any person guilty thereof shall, for each offence, on con-
viction, be fined in any sum not less than two hundred dollars nor more 
than one thousand, or imprisoned not more than six months, or both at 
the discretion of the court, and all vessels, their tackle, apparel, furniture, 
and cargo, found engaged in violation of this act, shall be forfeited: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall have power to authorize 
the killing of any such mink, marten, sable, or other fur-bearing animal, 
except fur seals, under such regulations as he may prescribe; and it shall 
be the duty of the said Secretary to prevent the killing of any fur seal, 
and to provide for the execution of the provisions of this section until it 
shall be otherwise provided by law: Provided, That no special privi-
leges shall be granted under this act.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That until otherwise provided by 
law, all violations of this act, and of the several laws hereby extended to 
the said territory and the waters thereof, committed within the limits of 
the same, shall be prosecuted in any district court of the United States in 
California or Oregon, or in the district courts of Washington, and the col-
lector and deputy collectors appointed by virtue of this act, and any per-
son authorized in writing by either of them, or by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall have power to arrest persons and seize vessels and mer-
chandise liable to fines, penalties, or forfeitures under this and the said 
other laws, and to keep and deliver over the same to the marshal of some 
one of the said courts ; and said courts shall have original jurisdiction, 
and may take cognizance of all cases arising under this act and the sev-
eral laws hereby extended over the territory so ceded to the United States 
by the Emperor of Russia, as aforesaid, and shall proceed therein in the
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same manner and with the like effect as if such cases had arisen within 
the district or territory where the proceedings shall be brought.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That in all cases of fine, penalty, or 
forfeiture, mentioned and embraced in the act entitled “An act to provide 
for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities accru-
ing in certain cases therein mentioned,” or mentioned in any act in addi-
tion or amendatory of said act, that have occurred or may occur in said 
collection district of Alaska, the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, if in his opinion the said fine, penalty, or forfeiture 
was incurred without wilful negligence or intention of fraud, to ascertain 
the facts in such manner and under such regulations as he may deem 
proper without regard to the provisions of the act above referred to, and 
upon the said facts so to be ascertained as aforesaid he may exercise all 
the power of remission conferred upon him by said act, as fully as he 
might have done had said facts been ascertained under and according to 
the provisions of said act.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas-
ury may prescribe all needful rules and regulations to carry into effect 
all parts of this act, except those especially intrusted to the President 
alone; and the sum of fifty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated from 
any unappropriated money in the treasury to carry this act into effect and 
meet the expenses of collecting the revenue from customs within the lim-
its of the said territory.

Approv ed , July 27, 1868.

CHAP. CCLXXIV. —An Act authorizing the Manufacturers’ National Bank of New 
York to change its Location.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Manufacturers’ Na-
tional Bank of New York, now located in the city of New York, is hereby 
authorized to change its location to the city of Brooklyn. Whenever the 
stockholders representing three fourths of the capital of said bank, at a 
meeting called for that purpose, determine to make such change, the presi-
dent and cashier shall execute a certificate under the corporate seal of 
the bank, specifying such determination, and shall cause the same to be re-
corded in the office of the comptroller of the currency, and thereupon 
such change of location shall be effected, and the operations of discount 
and deposit of said bank shall be carried on in the city of Brooklyn.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be so construed as in any manner to release the said bank from any 
liability, or affect any action or proceeding in law in which the said bank 
may be a party or interested. And when such change shall have been 
determined upon as aforesaid, notice thereof and of such change shall be 
published in at least two daily newspapers in each of the counties of 
New York and Kings, in the State of New York, for not less than ten 
days.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage.

Approv ed , July 27, 1868.

CHAP. CCLXXV. —An Act relating to the District Courts of Utah Territory.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the governor of Utah 
Territory shall assign the district judges of said Territory to their re-
spective districts, and appoint the time and place of holding court in each 
of said districts, not exceeding two terms in each district in any one year.

Approv ed , July 27, 1868.
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