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CHAP. CCXXXIV. —An Act further to provide for the Safety of the Lives of Passen-
gers on Board of Vessels propelled in Whole or in Part by Steam, to regulate the Salaries
of Steamboat Inspectors, and for other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That if any engineer or pilot,
licensed in pursuance of law by any inspector or board of inspectors, shall,
to the hindrance of commerce, wrongfully or unreasonably refuse to serve
as such on any steam vessel, as authorized by the terms of his license, or
shall fail to deliver to the applicant for such services, at the time of such
refusal, if the same shall be demanded, a statement in writing, signed by
such engineer or pilot, of the reasons therefor, or if any pilot shall re-
fuse to admit into the pilot-house with him any person or persons whom
the captain or owners of any steamboat may desire to place there for the
purpose of acquiring the knowledge ofpiloting, he shall forfeit and pay to the
party aggrieved thereby the sum of three hundred dollars, to be recover-
ed in an action of debt founded on this statute. And thereupon on such
recovery, as well as on such refusal to give such statement in writing, or
to admit such persons into the pilot-house as aforesaid, his license shall
be immediately revoked, upon the same proceedings as are provided by
law in other cases of the revocation of such licenses.

Sec . 2. find be it further enacted, That when boilers are so arranged
on a steamer that there is employed a water connecting-pipe through
which the water may pass from one boiler to another, there shall also be
provided a similar steam connection, having an area of opening into each
boiler of at least one square inch for every two square feet of effective
heating surface contained in any one of the boilers so connected, half the
flue and all other surfaces being computed as effective. And no boiler
shall hereafter be allowed, under any circumstances, a greater working
pressure than one hundred and fifty pounds to the square inch.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That one or more additional safety-
valves, of such dimensions and arrangement as shall be prescribed by the
board of supervising inspectors, shall be placed on the boilers of every
steamer, and shall be loaded to a pressure not exceeding two pounds above
the working steam pressure allowed, and shall be secured by the inspec-
tor against the interference of all persons engaged in the management of
the vessel or her machinery. And the alloyed metals now required by
law, to be placed in or upon the flues of boilers shall be fusible, as now
required by law, and at a temperature not exceeding four hundred and
forty-five degrees of the Fahrenheit thermometer; and a good and reli-
able water-gauge and a full set of gauge-cocks shall be provided for
each boiler, whether connected or otherwise.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That no steamboat boiler hereafter
built, to which the heat is applied on the outside of the shell, shall be
constructed of plates of more than three-tenths of an inch in thickness,
the ends or heads of the boiler only excepted. And every steamboat
boiler hereafter built, if employed on rivers flowing into the Gulf of Mex-
ico, or their tributaries, shall have not less than three inches of clear
space for water between and around its internal flues. And steamers
hereafter built, which shall employ four or more boilers set in a battery,
shall have the same divided in such a manner that one half, as nearly as
may be, of the number of boilers employed will act independently of the
other half, so far as relates to the water connection; but the steam from
all the boilers may be connected as provided by this act.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That cotton, hemp, hay, straw, or
other easily ignitible commodity, shall not be carried on the decks or
guards of any steamer carrying passengers, except on ferry-boats crossing
rivers, and then only on the sterns of such boats, unless the same shall be
protected by a complete and suitable covering of canvas or other proper
material, to prevent ignition from sparks, under a penalty of one hundred
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dollars for each offence. Nor shall coal oil or crude petroleum be here-
after carried on such steamers, except on the decks or guards thereof, or
in open holds where a free circulation of air is secured, and at such dis-
tance from the furnaces or fires as may be prescribed by any supervisors
[supervising] inspector or any board of local inspectors.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That barges carrying passengers
while in tow of a steamer shall be subject to the provisions of the acts
for the preservation of the lives of passengers, so far as relates to fire-
buckets, axes, and life-preservers. For a violation of this section the pen-
alty shall be one hundred dollars.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That steamers used as freight boats
shall be subject to the same inspection and requirements as provided for
ferry, tug, and canal boats, by an act relating to steamboats, approved
the eighth day of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and to the pro-
visions of this act.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That if any person connected, as a 
member or otherwise, with any association of steamboat pilots, engineers,
masters, or owners, shall accept or attempt to exercise the functions of
the office of steamboat inspector, it shall be a misdemeanor, for which he 
shall forfeit his office, and shall be further subject to a penalty of five
hundred dollars.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That all vessels navigating the bays,
inlets, rivers, harbors, and other waters of the United States, except ves-
sels subject to the jurisdiction of a foreign power and engaged in foreign
trade and not owned in whole or in part by a citizen of the United States,
shall be subject to the navigation laws of the United States; and all ves-
sels propelled in whole or in part by steam, and navigating as aforesaid,
shall also be subject to all rules and regulations consistent therewith, es-
tablished for the government of steam vessels in passing, as provided in
the twenty-ninth section of an act relating to steam vessels, approved the
thirtieth day of August, eighteen hundred and fifty-two. And every sea-
going steam vessel now subject or hereby made subject to the navigation
laws of the United States, and to the rules and regulations aforesaid,
shall, when under way, except upon the high seas, be under the control
and direction of pilots licensed by the inspectors of steam vessels; vessels
of other countries and public vessels of the United States only excepted.

Sec . 10. And be it further enacted, That all sea-going vessels carry-
ing passengers, and those navigating any of the northern and northwest-
ern lakes, shall have the life-boats required by law, provided with suitable
boat-disengaging apparatus, so arranged as to allow such boats to be safe-
ly launched with their complements of passengers while such vessels are
under speed or otherwise, and so as to allow such disengaging apparatus
to be operated by one person disengaging both ends of the boat simulta-
neously from the tackles by which it may be lowered to the water.

Sec . 11. And be it further enacted, That the provision for a foremast-
head light for steamships, in an act entitled “ An act fixing certain rules
and regulations for preventing collisions on the water,” approved the
twenty-ninth day of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, shall not be
construed to apply to other than ocean-going steamers and steamers
carrying sail. River steamers navigating waters flowing into the Gulf
of Mexico shall carry the following lights, viz : one red light, on the out-
board side of the port smoke-pipe, and one green light on the outboard
side of the starboard smoke-pipe; these lights to show both forward and
aft, and also abeam on their respective sides. All coasting steamers, and
those navigating bays, lakes, or other inland waters, other than ferry-
boats, and those above provided for, shall carry the red and green lights,
as pre. cribed for ocean-going steamers; and, in addition thereto, a central
range of two white lights; the after light being carried at an elevation of
at least fifteen feet above the light at the head of the vessel; the head
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light to be so constructed as to show a good light through twenty points
of the compass, namely, from right ahead to two points abaft the beam on
either side of the vessel; and the after light to show all around the hori-
zon.

Sec . 12. And be it further enacted, That the annual compensation
paid to local inspectors of steamboats shall be hereafter as follows, to wit:

For the district of Portland, in Maine, three hundred dollars ; for the
district of Boston and Charlestown, in Massachusetts, one thousand dol-
lars ; for the district of New London, in Connecticut, five hundred dol-
lars ; for the district of New York, two at two thousand dollars each, two
at fifteen hundred dollars each, and one additional inspector of boilers at
fifteen hundred dollars ; for the district of Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania,
thirteen hundred dollars ; for the district of Baltimore, in Maryland,
twelve hundred dollars ; for the district of Norfolk, in Virginia, three
hundred dollars ; for the district of Charleston, in South Carolina, five
hundred dollars; for the district of Savannah, in Georgia, four hundred
dollars ; for the district of Mobile, in Alabama, one thousand dollars ; for
the district of New Orleans, or in which New Orleans is the port of en-
try, Louisiana, two thousand dollars ; for the district of Galveston, in
Texas, four hundred dollars ; for the district of St. Louis, in Missouri,
sixteen hundred dollars ; for the district of Nashville, in Tennessee, four
hundred dollars ; for the district of Louisville, in Kentucky, twelve hun-
dred dollars ; for the district of Cincinnati, in Ohio, sixteen hundred dol-
lars ; for the district of Wheeling, West Virginia, five hundred dollars ;
for the district of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, sixteen hundred dollars; for
the district of Chicago, Illinois, eight hundred dollars ; for the district of
Detroit, Michigan, one thousand dollars; for the district of Cleveland,
Ohio, six hundred dollars ; for the district of Buffalo, New York, twelve
hundred dollars ; for the district of Oswego, or of which Oswego is the
port of entry, New York, three hundred dollars ; for the district of Ver-
mont, of which Burlington is the port of entry, three hundred dollars;
for the district of San Francisco, California, fifteen hundred dollars; for
the district of Memphis, Tennessee, nine hundred dollars ; for the district
of Galena, Illinois, one thousand dollars; for the district of Portland,
Oregon, seven hundred dollars ; to the supervising inspector of the Pacific
coast, two thousand five hundred dollars; to other supervising inspectors,
two thousand dollars each.

Sec . 13. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed,
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, one clerk each in the
local offices at New York and New Orleans, and the annual compensation
allowed to these clerks shall be seven hundred and fifty dollars each.

Sec . 14. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas-
ury may procure, for the supervising and local inspectors of steamboats,
such stationery, printing, instruments, and other things necessary for the
use of their respective offices, as may be required therefor ; and shall
make such rules and regulations as may be necessary to secure the prop-
er execution of the steamboat acts ; and may from time to time cause
special examinations to be made into the administration of the inspection
laws.

Sec . 15. And be it further enacted, That supervising, and local, and
assistant inspectors of steamboats shall execute proper bonds, in such
form and upon such conditions as the Secretary of the Treasury may pre-
scribe, and subject to his approval, conditioned for the faithful perform-
ance of the duties of their respective offices, and the payment, in the
manner provided by law, of all moneys that may be received by them.

Sec . 16. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts of acts in-
consistent with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

Approv ed , July 25, 1866.
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