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establish and equalize the grades of line officers of the United States 
navy,” approved July sixteen, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, shall have 
the right to present themselves for examination, according to the provis-
ions of this act, and if found duly qualified, and such finding be approved 
by the President of the United States, they shall be promoted to the same 
grade and place as if they had been recommended by the board, and shall 
receive the corresponding pay according to the service which they have 
performed from the date of their rank to that of their promotion. And 
no further promotions shall be made upon the active list until the number 
in each grade is reduced to that provided by law.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That any officer in the naval service, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, may be advanced, not 
exceeding thirty numbers, in his own grade, for distinguished conduct in 
battle,-or extraordinary heroism.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall appoint paymasters of the fleet and engineers of the fleet in 
the same manner and with the same rank and pay as fleet surgeons ; and 
the retired pay of surgeons, paymasters, engineers, and other staff officers 
in the navy shall be the same as that of the retired officers of the line of 
the navy with whom they have relative rank.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That all acts or parts of acts which 
are inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

Appr ov ed , April 21, 1864.

Cha p . LXIV.— An Act to amend an Act for enrolling and calling out the National 
Forces so as to increase the Rank, Pay, and Emoluments of the Provost-Marshal 
General.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the rank, pay, and emol-
uments of the provost-marshal general, authorized by section five of said 
act, shall be those of a brigadier-general.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts of acts in-
consistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Appr ov ed , April 21, 1864.

Cha p. LXV. — An Act to change the Name of the District and Port of Presque Isle to 
the District and Port of Erie.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the district of Presque 
Isle, in the state of Pennsylvania, shall hereafter be known as the district 
of Erie, and the port of Presque Isle shall hereafter be known as the port 
of Erie.

Appr ov ed , April 21, 1864.

Chap . LXVI. — An Act in Amendment of an Act entitled “An Act relating to Foreign 
Coins and the Coinage of Cents at the Mint of the United States,” approved February 
twenty-one, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That, from and after the pas-
sage of this act, the standard weight of the cent coined at the mint of the 
United States shall be forty-eight grains, or one tenth of one ounce troy; 
and said cent shall be composed of ninety-five pel’ centum of copper, and 
five per centum of tin and zinc, in such proportions as shall be determined 
by the director of the mint; and there shall be from time to time struck 
and coined at the mint a two-cent piece, of the same composition, the 
standard weight of which shall be ninety-six grains, or one fifth of one 
ounce troy, with no greater deviation than four grains to each piece of 
said cent and two-cent coins; and the shape, mottoes, and devices of said
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coins shall be fixed by the director of the mint, with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and the laws now in force relating to the 
coinage of cents and providing for the purchase of material and prescrib-
ing the appropriate duties of the officers of the mint and the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and the same are hereby, extended to the coinage herein 
provided for.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted. That all laws now in force relating 
to the coins of the United States and the striking and coining the same 
shall, so far as applicable, be extended to the coinage herein author-
ized, whether said laws are penal or otherwise, for the security of the 
coin, regulating and guarding the process of striking and coining, for pre-
venting debasement or counterfeiting, or for any other purpose.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the director of the mint shall 
prescribe suitable regulations to insure a due conformity to the required 
weights and proportions of alloy in the said coins; and shall order trials 
thereof to be made from time to time by the assayer of the mint, whereof 
a report shall be made in writing to the director.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That the said coins shall be a legal 
tender in any payment, the one-cent coin to the amount of ten cents, and 
the two-cent coin to the amount of twenty cents; and it shall be lawful to 
pay out said coins in exchange for the lawful currency of the United 
States, (except cents or half cents issued under former acts of congress,) 
in suitable sums, by the treasurer of the mint, and by such other deposi-
taries as the Secretary of the Treasury may designate, under general 
regulations proposed by the director of the mint and approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and the expenses incident to such exchange, 
distribution, and transmission may be paid out of the profits of said coin-
age ; and the net profits of said coinage, ascertained in like manner as is 
prescribed in the second section of the act to which this is a supplement, 
shall be transferred to the treasury of the United States.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons shall 
make, issue, or pass, or cause to be made, issued, or passed, any coin, 
card, token, or device whatsoever, in metal or its compounds, intended to 
pass or be passed as money for a one-cent piece or a two-cent piece, such 
person or persons shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on 
conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dol-
lars, and by imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years.

Appr ov ed , April 22, 1864.

Chap . LXVII.—An Act for a Charter of Masonic Hall Association, in Washington 
City, District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That B. B. French, of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States of America; Robert McMurdy,  
of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States; George 
C. Whiting, of the Grand Consistory; E. L. Stevens, of Osiris Lodge 
of Perfection, No. 1; Z. D. Gilman, of Washington Commandery, No. 1; 
W. P. Partello, of Columbia Commandery; W. M. Smith, of Columbia 
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 15; W. G.„ Parkhurst, of Washington Royal 
Arch Chapter, No. 16; James Steelle, of Mount Vernon Royal Arch 
Chapter, No. 20; C. F. Stansbury, of the Grand Lodge of the District 
of Columbia ; Joseph Nairn, of Federal Lodge, No. 1 ; N. Acker, of 
Lebanon Lodge, No. 7; E. Kloman, of New Jerusalem Lodge, No. 9; 
J. M. Turton, of Hiram Lodge, No. 10; T. J. Fisher, of Saint John’s 
Lodge, No. 11; L. Gassenheimer, of National Lodge, No. 12; J. Van 
Riswick, of Washington Centennial Lodge, No. 14; J. C. McGuire, of 
B. B. French Lodge, No. 15; F. L. Harvey, of Dawson Lodge, No. 16; 
J. W. D. Gray, of Harmony Lodge, No. 17 ; J. M. Hanson, of Acacia
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