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Treaty between the United States and the confederated tribes and bands of 
Indians in Middle Oregon. Concluded at Wasco, in Oregon Territory, 
June 25, 1855. Ratified by the Senate, March 8, 1859. Proclaimed 
by the President of the United States, April 18, 1859.

JAMES BUCHANAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING : June 25, 1855.

Whe re as  a treaty was made and concluded at Wasco, near the Dalles 
of the Columbia River, in Oregon Territory, on the twenty-fifth day of 
June, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, between Joel Palmer, superintend-
ent of Indian affairs for the said Territory, on the part of the United 
States, and the following-named chiefs and headmen of the confederated 
tribes and bands of Indians residing in Middle Oregon, they being author-
ized thereto by their respective bands, to wit: Symtustus, Locks-quis-sa, 
Shick-a-me, and Kuck-up, chiefs of the Ta-ih or Upper De Chutes band 
of Walla-Wallas; Stocket-ly and Iso, chiefs of Wyam or Lower De 
Chutes band of Walla-Wallas; Alexis and Talk-ish, chiefs of the Tenino 
band of Walla-Wallas ; Yise, chief of the Dock-spus or John Day’s River 
band of Walla-Wallas; Mark, William Chenook, and Cush-Kella, chiefs 
of the Dalles band of the Wascoes; Toh-simph, chief of the Ki-gal- 
twal-la band of the Wascoes, and Wal-la-chin, chief of the Dog River 
band of the Wascoes ; which treaty is in the words and figures following, 
to wit:

Articles of agreement and convention made and concluded at Wasco, 
near the Dalles of the Columbia River, in Oregon Territory, by Joel 
Palmer, superintendent of Indian affairs, on the part of the United 
States, and the following-named chiefs and headmen of the confederated 
tribes and bands of Indians, residing in Middle Oregon, they being duly 
authorized thereto by their respective bands, to wit: Symtustus, Locks- 
quis-sa, Shick-a-me, and Kuck-up, chiefs of the Taih or Upper De Chutes 
band of Walla-Wallas ; Stocket-ly and Iso, chiefs of the Wyam or Lower 
De Chutes band of Walla-Wallas; Alexis and Talk-ish, chiefs of the 
Tenino band of Walla-Wallas; Yise, chief of the Dock-spus or John 
Day’s River band of Walla-Wallas; Mark, William Chenook, and Cush- 
Kella, chiefs of the Dalles band of the Wascoes ; Toh-simph, chief of the 
Ki-gal-twal-la band of Wascoes ; and Wal-la-chin, chief of the Dog River 
band of Wascoes.

Art ic le  I. The above-named confederated bands of Indians cede to 
the United States all their right, title, and claim to all and every part of 
the country claimed by them, included in the following boundaries, to wit:

Commencing in the middle of the Columbia River, at the Cascade 
Falls, and running thence southerly to the summit of the Cascade Moun-
tains ; thence along said summit to the forty-fourth parallel of north lati-
tude ; thence east on that parallel to the summit of the Blue Mountains, 
or the western boundary of the Sho-sho-ne or Snake country; thence 
northerly along that summit to a point due east from the head waters of 
Willow Creek; thence west to the head waters of said creek; thence 
down said stream to its junction with the Columbia River; and thence 
down the channel of the Columbia River to the place of beginning. Pro-
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vide!, however, that so much of the country described above as is con-
tained in the following boundaries, shall, until otherwise directed by the 
President of the United States, be set apart as a residence for said In-
dians, which tract for the purposes contemplated shall be held and re-
garded as an Indian reservation, to wit:

Commencing in the middle of the channel of the De Chutes River 
opposite the eastern termination of a range of high lands usually known 
as the Mutton Mountains; thence westerly to the summit of said range, 
along the divide to its connection with the Cascade Mountains; thence to 
the summit of said mountains; thence southerly to Mount Jefferson; 
thence down the main branch of De Chutes River; heading in this peak, 
to its junction with De Chutes River; and thence down the middle of the 
channel of said river to the place of beginning. All of which tract shall 
be set apart, and, so far as necessary, surveyed and marked out for their 
exclusive use; nor shall any white persons be permitted to reside upon 
the same without the concurrent permission of the agent and superin-
tendent.

The said bands and tribes agree to remove to and settle upon the same 
within one year after the ratification of this treaty, without any additional 
expense to the United States other than is provided for by this treaty; 
and, until the expiration of the time specified, the said bands shall be per-
mitted to occupy and reside upon the tracts now possessed by them, 
guaranteeing to all white citizens the right to enter upon and occupy as 
settlers any lands not included in said reservation, and not actually en-
closed by said Indians. Provided, however, That prior to the removal of 
said Indians to said reservation, and before any improvements contem-
plated by this treaty shall have been commenced, that if the three princi-
pal bands, to wit: the Wascopum, Tiah, or Upper De Chutes, and the 
Lower De Chutes bands of Walla-Wallas shall express in council, a 
desire that some other reservation may be selected for them, that the three 
bands named may select each three persons of their respective bands, 
who with the superintendent of Indian affairs or agent as may by him be 
directed, shall proceed to examine, and if another location can be selected, 
better suited to the condition and wants of said Indians, that is unoccupied 
by the whites, and upon -which the board of commissioners thus selected 
may agree, the same shall be declared a reservation for said Indians, 
instead of the tract named in this treaty. Provided, also, That the ex-
clusive right of taking fish in the streams running through and bordering 
said reservation is hereby secured to said Indians ; and at all other usual 
and accustomed stations, in common with citizens of the United States, 
and of erecting suitable houses for curing the same; also the privilege of 
hunting, gathering roots and berries, and pasturing their stock on un-
claimed lands, in common with citizens, is secured to them. And provided, 
also, That if any band or bands of Indians, residing in and claiming any 
portion or portions of the country in this article, shall not accede to the 
terms of this treaty, then the bands becoming parties hereunto agree to 
receive such part of the several and other payments herein named as a 
consideration for the entire country described as aforesaid as shall be in 
the proportion that their aggregate number may have to the whole num-
ber of Indians residing in and claiming the entire couf try aforesaid, as 
consideration and payment in full for the tracts in said country claimed 
by them. And provided, also, That where substantial improvements have 
been made by any members of the bands being parties to this treaty, who 
are compelled to abandon them in consequence of said treaty, the same 
shall be valued, under the direction of the President of the United States, 
and payment made therefor; or, in lieu of said payment, improvements 
of equal extent and value at their option shall be made for them on the 
tracts assigned to each respectively.

Arti cle  II. In consideration of, and payment for. the country hereby
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ceded, the United States agree to pay the bands and tribes of Indians 
claiming territory and residing in said country, the several sums of money 
following, to wit:

Eight thousand dollars per annum for the first five years, commencing 
on the first day of September, 1856, or as soon thereafter as practicable.

Six thousand dollars per annum for the term of five years next succeed-
ing the first five.

Four thousand dollars per annum for the term of five years next suc-
ceeding the second five ; and

Two thousand dollars per annum for the term of five years next suc-
ceeding the third five.

All of which several sums of money shall be expended for the uAe and 
benefit of the confederated bands, under the direction of the President of 
the United States, who may from time to time at his discretion determine 
what proportion thereof shall be expended for such objects as in his judg-
ment will promote their well-being and advance them in civilization; for 
their moral improvement and education ; for building, opening and fencing 
farms, breaking land, providing teams, stock, agricultural implements, 
seeds, &c.; for clothing, provisions, and tools; for medical purposes, pro-
viding mechanics and farmers, and for arms and ammunition.

Art ic le  III. The United States agree to pay said Indians the addi-
tional sum of fifty thousand dollars, a portion whereof shall be applied to 
the payment for such articles as may be advanced them at the time of 
signing this treaty, and in providing, after the ratification thereof, and 
prior to their removal, such articles as may be deemed by the President 
essential to their want; for the erection of buildings on the reservation, 
fencing and opening farms ; for the purchase of teams, farming imple-
ments, clothing and provisions, tools, seeds, and for the payment of em-
ployees ; and for s’ubsisting the Indians the first year after their re-
moval.

Art ic le  IV. In addition to the considerations specified, the United 
States agree to erect, at suitable points on the reservation, one saw-mill 
and one flouring-mill; suitable hospital buildings; one school house ; one 
blacksmith shop with a tin and a gunsmith shop thereto attached ; one 
wagon and ploughmaker shop ; and for one sawyer, one miller, one super-
intendent of farming operations, a farmer, a physician, a school teacher, a 
blacksmith, and a wagon and ploughmaker, a dwelling house and the 
requisite outbuildings for each; and to purchase and keep in repair for 
the time specified for furnishing employees, all necessary mill fixtures, 
mechanics’ tools, medicines and hospital stores, books and stationery for 
schools, and furniture for employees.

The United States further engage to secure and pay for the services 
and subsistence, for the term of fifteen years, of one farmer, one black-
smith, and one wagon and ploughmaker; and for the term of twenty 
years, of one physician, one sawyer, one miller, one superintendent of 
farming operations, and one school teacher.

The United States also engage to erect four dwelling houses; one for 
the head chief of the confederated bands, and one each for the Upper and 
Lower De Chutes bands of Walla-Wallas, and for the Wascopum band 
of Wascoes, and to fence and plough for each of the said chiefs ten acres 
of land; also to pay the head chief of the confederated bands a salary of 
five hundred dollars per annum for twenty years, commencing six months 
after the three principal bands named in this treaty shall have removed 
to the reservation, or as soon thereafter as a head chief should be elected: 
And provided, also, That at any time, when by the death, resignation, or 
removal of the chief selected, there shall be a vacancy, and a successor 
appointed or selected, the salary, the dwelling and improvements shall be 
possessed by said successor, so long as he shall occupy the position as 
head chief; so also with reference to the dwellings and improvements
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Art ic le  V. The President may from time to time at his discretion 
cause the whole, or such portion as he may think proper, of the tract that 
may now or hereafter be set apart as a permanent home for these Indians, 
to be surveyed into lots and assigned to such Indians of the confederated 
bands as may wish to enjoy the privilege, and locate thereon permanently. 
To a single person over twenty-one years of age, forty acres ; to a family 
of two persons, sixty acres ; to a family of three and not exceeding five, 
eighty acres ; to a family of six persons, and not exceeding ten, one hun-
dred and twenty acres; and to each family over ten in number, twenty 
acres for each additional three members. And the President may pro-
vide such rules and regulations as will secure to the family in case of the 
death of the head thereof, the possession and enjoyment of such perma-
nent home and the improvement thereon; and he may, at any time, at his 
discretion, after such person or family has made location on the land 
assigned as a permanent home, issue a patent to such person or family for 
such assigned land, conditioned that the tract shall not be aliened or leased 
for a longer term than two years and shall be exempt from levy, sale or 
forfeiture, which condition shall continue in force until a State constitution 
embracing such lands within its limits shall have been formed, and the 
legislature of the State shall remove the restrictions. Provided, however, 
That no State legislature shall remove the restrictions herein provided for 
without the consent of Congress. And provided, also, That if any per-
son or family shall at any time neglect or refuse to occupy or till a portion 
of the land assigned and on which they have located, or shall roam from 
place to place indicating a desire to abandon his home, the President may, 
if the patent shall have been issued, revoke the same, and if not issued, 
cancel the assignment, and may also withhold from such person, or family, 
their portion of the annuities or other money due them, until they shall 
have returned to such permanent home, and resumed the pursuits of in-
dustry, and in default of their return the tract may be declared abandoned, 
and thereafter assigned to some other person or family of Indians residing 
on said reservation.

Art ic le  VI. The annuities of the Indians shall not be taken to pay the 
debts of individuals.

Art ic le  VII. The confederated bands acknowledge their dependence 
on the government of the United States, and promise to be friendly with 
all the citizens thereof, and pledge themselves to commit no depredation 
on the property of said citizens; and should any one or more of the In-
dians violate this pledge, and the fact be satisfactorily proven before the 
agent, the property taken shall be returned, or in default thereof, or if in-
jured or destroyed, compensation may be made by the government out of 
their annuities; nor will they make war on any other tribe of Indians 
except in self-defence, but submit all matters of difference between them 
and other Indians to the government of the United States, or its agents, 
for decision, and abide thereby; and if any of the said Indians commit 
any depredations on other Indians, the same rule shall prevail as that 
prescribed in the case of depredations against citizens; said Indians fur-
ther engage to submit to and observe all laws, rules, and regulations which 
may be prescribed by the United States for the government of said 
Indians.

Arti cle  VIII. In order to prevent the evils of intemperance among 
said Indians, it is hereby provided, that if any one of them shall drink 
liquor to excess, or procure it for others to drink, his or her proportion of 
the annuities may be withheld from him or her for such time as the Pres-
ident may determine.

Arti cle  IX. The said confederated bands agree that whensoever, in 
the opinion of the President of the United States, the public interest may
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require it, that all roads, highways, and railroads shall have the right of 
way through the reservation herein designated, or which may at any time 
hereafter be set apart as a reservation for said Indians.

This treaty shall be obligatory on the contracting parties as soon as the 
same shall be ratified by the President and Senate of the United States.

In testimony whereof, the said Joel Palmer, on the part of the United 
States, and the undersigned, chiefs, headmen, and delegates of the said 
confederated bands, have hereunto set their hands and seals, this twenty-
fifth day of June, eighteen hundred fifty-five.

JOEL PALMER, [l . s .]
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 0. T.

Wasco.
MARK, his x mark. [l . s .]
WILLIAM CHENOOK, his x mark. [l . s .]
CUSH KELLA, his x mark. [l . s.j

Lower De Chutes.
STOCK-ETLEY, his x mark. [l . s .J
ISO, his x mark. [Y. s .]

Upper De Chutes.
SIMTUSTUS, his x mark. [l . s .]
LOCKSQUISSA, his x mark. [l . s .J
SHICK-AME, his x mark. [l . s .J
KUCK-UP, his x mark. IY. s.]

Tenino.
ALEXSEE, his x mark. [l . s .]
TALEKISH, his x mark. jY. s .J

Dog River Wasco.
WALACHIN, his x mark. [Y. s.‘
TAH SYMPH, his x mark. [Y. s.=
ASH-NA-CHAT, his x mark. [Y. s.‘
CHE-WOT-NLETH, his x mark. [l . sf
TE-CHO, his x mark. [Y. s.'
SHA-QUALLY, his x mark. [l . s ."
LOUIS, his x mark. [Y. s.=
YISE, his x mark. [Y. s.=
STAMITE, his x mark. Y. s/
TA-CHO, his x mark. Y. s.‘
PENOP-TEYOT, his x mark. [l . sf
ELOSH-KISH-KIE, his x mark. [l . s.’
AM. ZELIC, his x mark. 'l . s ."
KE-CHAC, his x mark. Y. s.'
TANES SALMON, his x mark. [Y. s/
TA-KOS, his x mark. Y. s.’
DAVID, his x mark. [Y. s."
SOWAL-WE, his x mark. Y. s.'
POSTIE, his x mark. Y. s.‘
YAWAN-SHEWIT, his x mark. [Y. s.'
OWN-APS, his x mark. Y. s.'
KOSSA, his x mark. [Y. s.'
PA-WASH-TI-MANE, his x mark. [l . s /
MA-WE-NIT, his x mark. Y. s.
TIPSO, his x mark. Y. s.
JIM, his x mark. {Y. s..
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PETER, his x mark. [l . s .
NA-YOCT, his x mark. Y. s .'
WAL-TACOM, his x mark. Y. s .
CHO-KALTH, his x mark. Y. s .'
PAL-STA, his x mark. Y. s .'
MISSION JOHN, his x mark. l . s .
LE KA-YA, his x mark. Y. s .'
LA-WIT-CHIN, his x mark. [i.. s.’
LOW-LAS, his x mark. l . s .
THOMSON, his x mark. Y. s.
CHARLEY, his x mark. l . s .
COPEFORNIA, his x mark. Y. s .
WA-TOI-METTLA, his x mark. [l . s .“
KE-LA, his x mark. [l . s ."
PA-OW-NE, his x mark. Y. s .
KUCK-UP, his x mark. Y. s.
POYET, his x mark. u. S.
YA-WA-CLAX, his x mark. Y. s .
TAM-CHA-WIT, his x mark. [l . s/
TAM-MO-YO-CAM, his x mark. Y. s.
WAS-CA-CAN, his x mark. Y. s.
TALLE KISH, his x mark. Y. s .
WALEME TOACH, his x mark. [r. s .=
SITE-WE-LOCH, his x mark. [u. s.]
MA-NI-NECT, his x mark. l . s .
PICH-KAN, his x mark. [l . s/
POUH-QUE, his x mark. Y. s.
EYE-EYA, his x mark. Y. s ."
KAM-KUS, his x mark. Y. s .
SIM-YO, his x mark. l . s._
KAS-LA-CHIN, his x mark. Y. s.
PIO-SHO-SHE, his x mark. [l . s /
MOP-PA-MAN, his x mark. Y. s .’
SHO-ES, his x mark. Y. s.
TA-MO-LITS, his x mark. [l . s .’
KA-LIM, his x mark. Y. s .
TA-YES, his x mark. Y. s.
WAS-EN-WAS, his x mark. Y. s.
E-YATH KLOPPY, his x mark. [Y. s/
PADDY, his x mark. Y. s.
STO-QUIN, his x mark. [Y. s.'
CHARLEY-MAN, his x mark. [l . s.j
ILE-CHO, his x mark. Y. s.'
PATE-CHAM, his x mark. l . s.'
YAN-CHE-WOC, his x mark. [l . s <
YA-TOCH-LA-LE, his x mark. Y. s/
ALPY, his x mark. Y. s."
PICH, his x mark. Y. s.’
WILLIAM, his x mark. Y. s/
PETER, his x mark. Y. s.‘
ISCHA YA, his x mark. Y. s.‘
GEORGE, his x mark. Y. sF
JIM, his x mark. Y. s."
SE-YA-LAS-KA, his x mark. [l . s .‘
HA-LAI-KOLA, his x mark. Y. s.
PIERRO, his x mark. l . s .
ASH-LO-WASH, his x mark. [l . s .=
PAYA-TILCH, his x mark. [l . s .'
SAE-PA-WALT CHA, his x mark. [l . s .
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SHALQUILKEY, his x mark. [l . s .]
WA-QUAL-LOL, his x mark. l . s.]
SIM-KUI-KUI, his x mark. 'l . s .]
WACHA-CHILEY, his x mark. l . s .]
CHI-KAL-KIN, his x mark. "l . s .J
SQUA-YASH, his x mark. L. s.J
SHA KA, his x mark. L. s.]
KEAUI-SENE, his x mark. l . s .J
CHE-CHIS, his x mark. [l . s .J
SCHE-NOWAY, his x mark. [l . s .J
SCHO-LEY, his x mark. l . s .J
WE-YA-THLEY, his x mark. l . s .
PA-LEYATHLEY, his x mark. L. sF
KEYATH, his x mark. l . s F
I-POTH-PAL, his x mark. l . s .
S. KOLPS, his x mark. L. sF
WALIMTALIN, his x mark. l . sF
TASH WICK, his x mark. [l . s F
HA WATCH-CAN, his x mark. [l . s F
TA-WAIT-CLA, his x mark. [l . s F
PATOCH SNORT, his x mark. fu. s F
TACHINS, his x mark. l . s F
COMOCHAL, his x mark. "l . s F
PASSAYEI, his x mark. L. sF
WATAN-CHA, his x mark. l . s F
TA-WASH, his x mark. [l . s F
A-NOUTH-SHOT, his x mark. [l . s F
HANWAKE, his x mark. l . s F
PATA-LA-SET, his x mark. l . s.
TASH-WEICT, his x mark. [l . s F
WESCHA-MATOLLA, his x mark. [l . s F
CHLE-MOCHLE-MO, his x mark. [l . s F
QUAE-TUS, his x mark. l . sF
SKUILTS, his x mark. [l . s F
PANO SPAM, his x mark. L. s.
STOLAMETA, his x mark. [l . s .
TAMAYECHOTOTE, his x mark. [r. sF
QUA-LOSH-KIN, his x mark. [l . s  ’
WISKA KA, his x mark. l . s .
CHE-LO-THA, his x mark. l . s .
WETONE-YATH, his x mark. [l . s F
WE-YA-LO-CHO-WIT his x mark. [l . s F
YOKA-NOLTH, his x mark. [l . s F
WACHA-KA-POLLE, his x mark. [l . s F
KON-NE, his x mark. "l . s F
ASH-KA-WISH, his x mark. [l . s F
PAS QU Al, his x mark. [l . s F
WASSO-KUT, his x mark. l . s F
QUAINO-SATH, his x mark. [l . s F
CHA-YA-TEMA, his x mark. [l . s F
WA-YA-LO-CHOL-WIT, his x mark. [l . s F
FLITCH KUI KUI, his x mark. [l . s F
WALCHA KAS, his x mark. L. s .
WATCH-TLA, his x mark. l . s .
ENIAS, his x mark. ’l . S._

Signed in presence of—
Wm . C. Mc Kay , Secretary of Treaty, 0. T 
R. R. Tho mpson , Indian Agent



Consent of 
Senate, March 8, 
1859.

Proclamation, 
April 18, 1859.

R. B. Met ca lfe , Indian Sub-Agent.
C. Mesp ot ie .
John  Fle tt , Interpreter.
Domi ni ck  Jon dr on , his x mark, Interpreter.
Mat he w  Dofa , his x mark, Interpreter.

And whereas, the said treaty having been submitted to the Senate of 
the United States for its constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on 
the eighth day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, advise and con-
sent to the ratification of the same by a resolution in the words and figures 
following, to wit:

“In  Exe cu ti ve  Sessi on ,
“ Sen at e of  th e Unit ed  Sta tes , March 8, 1859.

“ Resolved, (two thirds of the senators present concurring,) That the 
Senate advise and consent to the ratification of treaty between the United 
States and the Chiefs and Headmen of the confederated tribes and bands 
of Indians, residing in Middle Oregon, signed the 25th day of June, 1855.

“Attest: “ ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary.”

Now, therefore, be it known that I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President 
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and con-
sent of the Senate as expressed in their resolution of the eighth of March, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, accept, ratify, and confirm the said treaty.

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
hereto affixed, and have signed the same with my hand.

Done at the City of Washington, this eighteenth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 

[seal .] nine, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty- 
third.

JAMES BUCHANAN.
By the President:

Lewis  Cass , Secretary of State.
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