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Treaty between the United States of America and the Nez Perce Indians. 
Concluded at Camp Stevens, in the Walla-Walla Valley, June 11, 1855. 
Ratified by the Senate, March 8, 1859. Proclaimed by the President 
of the United States, April 29, 1859.

JAMES BUCHANAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

♦
TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING:

Whe re as  a treaty was made and concluded at the treaty ground, 
Camp Stevens, in the Walla-Walla Valley, on the eleventh day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, between Isaac I. Stevens, gov-
ernor and superintendent of Indian affairs for the Territory of Washing-
ton, and Joel Palmer, superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon Terri-
tory, on the part of the United States, and the hereinafter-named Chiefs, 
Headmen, and Delegates of the Nez Perce tribe of Indians occupying 
lands lying partly in Oregon and partly in Washington Territory, between 
the Cascade and the Bitter Root Mountains, on behalf of and duly au-
thorized by said tribe, which said treaty is in the words and figures follow-
ing, to wit:

Articles of agreement and convention made and concluded at the treaty 
ground, Camp Stevens, in the Walla-Walla Valley, this eleventh day of 
June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, by and be-
tween Isaac I. Stevens, governor and superintendent of Indian affairs for 
the Territory of Washington, and Joel Palmer, superintendent of Indian 
affairs for Oregon Territory, on the part of the United States, and the 
undersigned chiefs, headmen, and delegates of the Nez Perce tribe of In-
dians occupying lands lying partly in Oregon and partly in Washington 
Territories, between the Cascade and Bitter Root Mountains, on behalf of, 
and acting for said tribe, and being duly authorized thereto by them, it 
being understood that Superintendent Isaac I. Stevens assumes to treat 
only with those of the above-named tribe of Indians residing within the 
Territory of Washington, and Superintendent Palmer with those residing 
exclusively in Oregon Territory.

Art ic le  I. The said Nez Perce tribe of Indians hereby cede, relin-
quish and convey to the United States all their right, title, and interest in 
and to the country occupied or claimed by them, bounded and described 
as follows, to wit: Commencing at the source of the Wo-na-ne-she or 
southern tributary of the Palouse River; thence down that river to the 
main Palouse; thence in a southerly direction to the Snake River, at the 
mouth of the Tucanon River; thence up the Tucanon to its source in the 
Blue Mountains; thence southerly along the ridge of the Blue Mountains; 
thence to a point on Grand Ronde River, midway between Grand Ronde 
and the mouth of the Woll-low-how River ; thence along the divide between 
the waters of the Woll-low-how and Powder River; thence to the cross-
ing of Snake River, at the mouth of Powder River; thence to the Sal-
mon River, fifty miles above the place known [as] the “ crossing of the 
Salmon River;” thence due north to the summit of the Bitter Root 
Mountains; thence along the crest of the Bitter Root Mountains to the 
place of beginning.

Art ic le  II. There is, however, reserved from the lands above ceded 
for the use and occupation of the said tribe, and as a general reservation
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for other friendly tribes and bands of Indians in Washington Territory, 
not to exceed the present numbers of the Spokane, Walla-Walla, Cayuse, 
and Umatilla tribes and bands of Indians, the tract of land included with-
in the following boundaries, to wit: commencing where the Moh-ha-na- 
she or southern tributary of the Palouse River flows from the spurs of 
the Bitter Root Mountains; thence down said tributary to the mouth of 
the Ti-nat-pan-up Creek, thence southerly to the crossing of the Snake 
River ten miles below the mouth of the Al-po-wa-wi River; thence to the 
source of the Al-po-wa-wi River in the Blue Mountains; thence along the 
crest of the Blue Mountains; thence to the crossing of the Grand Rondo 
River, midway between the Grand Ronde and the mouth of the Woll 
low-how River; thence along the divide between the waters of the Woll- 
low-how and Powder Rivers; thence to the crossing of the Snake River 
fifteen miles below the mouth of the Powder River; thence to the Salmon 
River above the crossing; thence by the spurs of the Bitter Root Moun-
tains to the place of beginning.

All which tract shall be set apart, and, so far as necessary, surveyed 
and marked out for the exclusive use and benefit of said tribe as an In-
dian reservation; nor shall any white man, excepting-those in the employ-
ment of the Indian department, be permitted to reside upon the said reser-
vation without permission of the tribe and the superintendent and agent; 
and the said tribe agrees to remove to and settle upon the same within one 
year after the ratification of this treaty. In the mean time it shall be 
lawful for them to reside upon any ground not in the actual claim and 
occupation of citizens of the United States, and upon any ground claimed 
or occupied, if with the permission of the owner or claimant, guarantying, 
however, the right to all citizens of the United States to enter upon and 
occupy as settlers any lands not actually occupied and cultivated by said 
Indians at this time, and not included in the reservation above named. 
And provided that any substantial improvement heretofore made by any 
Indian, such as fields enclosed and cultivated, and houses erected upon the 
lands hereby ceded, and which he may be compelled to abandon in conse-
quence of this treaty, shall be valued under the direction of the President 
of the United States, and payment made therefor in money, or improve 
ments of an equal value be made for said Indian upon the reservation, 
and no Indian will be required to abandon the improvements aforesaid, 
now occupied by him, until their value in money or improvements ot 
equal value shall be furnished him as aforesaid.

Art ic le  III. And provided that, if necessary for the public conven-
ience, roads may be run through the said reservation, and, on the other 
hand, the right of way with free access from the same to the nearest pub-
lic highway is secured to them, as also the right, in common with citizens 
of the United States, to travel upon all public highways. The use of the 
Clear Water and other streams flowing through the reservation is also 
secured to citizens of the United States for rafting purposes, and as pub-
lic highways.
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The exclusive right of taking fish in all the streams where running 
through or bordering said reservation is further secured to said Indians; 
as also the right of taking fish at all usual and accustomed places in 
common with citizens of the Territory; and of erecting temporary build-
ings for curing, together with the privilege of hunting, gathering roots 
and berries, and pasturing their horses and cattle upon open and un-
claimed land.

Art icl e  IV. In consideration of the above cession, the United States 
agree to pay to the said tribe in addition to the goods and provisions 
distributed to them at the time of signing this treaty, the sum of 
two hundred thousand dollars, in the following manner, that is to say, 
sixty thousand dollars, to be expended under the direction of the Presi-
dent of the United States, the first year after the ratification of this
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treaty, in providing for their removal to the reserve, breaking up and 
fencing farms, building houses, supplying them with provisions and a 
suitable outfit, and for such other objects as he may deem necessary, and 
the remainder in annuities, as follows : for the first five years after the 
ratification of this treaty, ten thousand dollars each year, commencing 
September 1, 1856; for the next five years, eight thousand dollars each 
year; for the next five years, six thousand each year, and for the next 
five years, four thousand dollars each year.

All which said sums of money shall be applied to the use and benefit 
of the said Indians, under the direction of the President of the United 
States, who may from time to time determine, at his discretion, upon 
what beneficial objects to expend the same for them. And the superin-
tendent of Indian affairs, or other proper officer, shall each year inform 
the President of the wishes of the Indians in relation thereto.

Art ic le  V. The United States further agree to establish, at suitable 
points -within said reservation, within one year after the ratification hereof, 
two schools, erecting the necessary buildings, keeping the same in repair, 
and providing them with furniture, books, and stationery, one of which 
shall be an agricultural and industrial school, to be located at the agency, 
and to be free to the children of said tribe, and to employ one superin-
tendent of teaching and two teachers; to build two blacksmith’s shops, 
to one of which shall be attached a tin shop and to the other a gun-
smith’s shop; one carpenter’s shop, one wagon and ploughmaker’s shop, 
and to keep the same in repair, and furnished with the necessary tools; 
to employ one superintendent of farming and two farmers, two black-
smiths, one tinner, one gunsmith, one carpenter, one wagon and plough-
maker, for the instruction of the Indians in trades, and to assist them in 
the same ; to erect one saw-mill and one flouring-mil], keeping the same 
in repair, and furnished with the necessary tools and fixtures, and to 
employ two millers; to erect a hospital, keeping the same in repair, and 
provided with the necessary medicines and furniture, and to employ a 
physician; and to erect, keep in repair, and provide with the necessary 
furniture the buildings required for the accommodation of the said em-
ployees. The said buildings and establishments to be maintained and 
kept in repair as aforesaid, and the employees to be kept in service for 
the period of twenty years.

And in view of the fact that the head chief of the tribe is expected, 
and will be called upon, to perform many services of a public character, 
occupying much of his time, the United States further agrees to pay to 
the Nez Perce tribe five hundred dollars per year for the term of twenty 
years, after the ratification hereof, as a salary for such person as the tribe 
may select to be its head chief. To build for him, at a suitable point on 
the reservation, a comfortable house, and properly furnish the same, 
and to plough and fence for his use ten acres of land. The said salary to 
be paid to, and the said house to be occupied by, such head chief so long 
as he may be elected to that position by his tribe, and no longer.

And all the expenditures and expenses contemplated in this fifth article 
of this treaty shall be defrayed by the United States, and shall not be 
deducted from the annuities agreed to be paid to said tribe, nor shall the 
cost of transporting the goods for the annuity payments be a charge upon 
the annuities, but shall be defrayed by the United States.

Art ic le  VI. The President may from time to time, at his discre-
tion, cause the whole, or such portions of such reservation as he may 
think proper, to be surveyed into lots, and assign the same to such indi-
viduals or families of the said tribe as are willing to avail themselves of 
the privilege, and will locate on the same as a permanent home, on the 
same terms and subject to the same regulations as are provided in the 
sixth article of the treaty with the Omahas in the year 1854, so far as the 
same may be applicable.
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Art icl e  VII. The annuities of the aforesaid tribe shall not be taken 
to pay the debts of individuals.

Art ic le  VIII. The aforesaid tribe acknowledge their dependence 
upon the government of the United States, and promise to be friendly 
with all citizens thereof, and pledge themselves to commit no depredations 
on the property of such citizens; and should any one or more of them 
violate this pledge, and the fact be satisfactorily proved before the agent, 
the property taken shall be returned, or in default thereof, or if injured or 
destroyed, compensation may be made by the government out of the 
annuities. Nor will they make war on any other tribe except in self- 
defence, but will submit all matters of difference between them and the 
other Indians to the government of the United States, or its agent, for 
decision, and abide thereby; and if any of the said Indians commit any 
depredations on any other Indians within the Territory of Washington, 
the same rule shall prevail as that prescribed in this article in cases of 
depredations against citizens. And the said tribe agrees not to shelter or 
conceal offenders against the laws of the United States, but to deliver 
them up to the authorities for trial.

Art ic le  IX. The Nez Perces desire to exclude from their reservation 
the use of ardent spirits, and to prevent their people from drinking the 
same; and therefore it is provided that any Indian belonging to said 
tribe who is guilty of bringing liquor into said reservation, or who drinks 
liquor, may have his or her proportion of the annuities withheld from 
him or her for such time as the President may determine.

Art ic le  X. The Nez Perce Indians having expressed in council a 
desire that William Craig should continue to live with them, he having 
uniformly shown himself their friend, it is further agreed that the tract 
of land now occupied by him, and described in his notice to the register 
and receiver of the land office of the Territory of Washington, on the 
fourth day of June last, shall not be considered a part of the reservation 
provided for in this treaty, except that it shall be subject in common with 
the lands of the reservation to the operations of the intercourse act.

Art ic le  XI. This treaty shall be obligatory upon the contracting 
parties as soon as the same shall be ratified by the President and Senate 
of the United States.

In testimony whereof, the said Isaac I. Stevens, governor and superin-
tendent of Indian affairs for the Territory of Washington, and Joel 
Palmer, superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon Territory, and the 
chiefs, headmen, and delegates of the aforesaid Nez Perce tribe of 
Indians, have hereunto set their hands and seals, at the place, and on the 
day and year hereinbefore written.

ISAAC I. STEVENS, . [l . s .]
Governor and Sup’t Washington Territory.

JOEL PALMER, [l . s .]
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

ALEIYA, or Lawyer, Head-chief of the Nez Perces, l . s . 
APPUSHWA-HITE,or Looking-glass, his x mark. Y. s.j
JOSEPH, his x mark. Y. s.j
JAMES, his x mark. [l . s .‘
RED WOLF, his x mark. Y. s.’
TIMOTHY, his x mark. Y. s.
U-UTE-SIN-MALE-CUN, his x mark. Y. s.'
SPOTTED EAGE, his x mark. l . s .
STOOP-TOOP-NIN, or Cut-Hair, his x mark. [l . s .'
TAH-MOH-MOH-KIN, his x mark. [l . s .’
TIPPELANECBUPOOH, his x mark. [l . s/
HAH-HAH-STILPILP, . his x mark. [l .
COOL-COOL-SHUA-NIN, his x mark. [l . <
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SILISH, his x mark. [l . s .]
TOH-TOH-MOLEWIT, his x mark. [l . s .]
TUKY-IN-LIK-IT, his x mark. [l . s.j
TE-HOLE-HOLE-SOOT, his x mark. l . s .
ISH-COH-TIM, his x mark. [l .'s F
WEE-AS-CUS, his x mark. [l . s F
HAH-HAH-STOORE-TEE, his x mark. [l . s/
EEE-MAHT-SIN-POOH, his x mark. [l . s F
TOW-WISH-AU-IL-PILP, his x mark. [l . s F
KAY-KAY-MASS, his x mark. [l . s ?
SPEAKING EAGLE, his x mark. L. s.’
WAT-TLWAT-TI-WAH-HI, his x mark. [l . s F
HOWH-NO-TAH-KUN, his x mark. [l . s F
TOW-WISH-WANE, his x mark. [l . s F
WAHPT-TAH-SHOOSHE, his x mark. [l . s F
BEAD NECKLACE, his x mark. [l . sF
KOOS-KOOS-TAS-KUT, his x mark. [l . s F
LEVI, - his x mark. [l . s F
PEE-OO-PE-WHI-HI, his x mark. T,. sF
PEE-OO-PEE-IECTEIM, his x mark. [l . s F
PEE-POOME-KAH, his x mark. "l . s F
HAH-HAH-STLIL-AT-ME, his x mark. [l . s F
WEE-YOKE-SIN-ATE, his x mark. T,. sF
WEE-AH-KI, his x mark. l . s .
NECALAHTSIN, his x mark. Fl . s F
SUCK-ON-TIE, his x mark. ’l . s F
IP-NAT-TAM-MOOSE, his x mark. "l . s .
JASON, his x mark. [l . s F
KOLE-KOLE-TIL-KY, his x mark. Fl . s F
IN-MAT-TUTE-KAH-KY, his x mark. • Fl . s F
MOH-SEE-CHEE, his x mark. l . s F
GEORGE, his x mark. Fl . s .
NICKE-EL-IT-MAY-HO, his x mark. Fl . s F
SAY-I-EE-OUSE, his x mark. l . s F
WIS-TASSE-CUT, his x mark. Fl . s F
KY-KY-SOO-TE-LUM, his x mark. Fl . s F
KO-KO-WHAY-NEE, his x mark. Tl . s F
KWIN-TO-KOW, his x mark. Fl . s F
PEE-WEE-AU-AP-TAH, his x mark. l . s F
WEE-AT-TENAT-IL-PILP, his x mark. [l . s F
PEE-OO-PEE-U-IL-PILP, his x mark. Fl . s F
WAH-TASS-TUM-MANNEE, his x mark. [l . s F
TU-WEE-SI-CE, his x mark. Fl . sF
LU-EE-SIN-KAH-KOOSE-SIN, his-x mark. [l . sF 
HAH-TAL-EE-KIN, his x mark. l . s F

Signed and sealed in presence of us—

James  Dot y , Secretary of Treaties, W. T. 
Wm . C. Mc Kay , Secretary of Treaties, 0. T. 
W. H. Tappan , Sub-lndian Agent, 
Wil li am  Cra ig , Interpreter, 
A. D. Pamb ur n , Interpreter, 
Wm . Me Bea n , 
Geo . C. Bomfo rd , 
C. Chi ro use , 0. M. T.
Mie . Cle s . Pan do sy , 
Lawr enc e  Kip , 
W. H. Pea rs on .
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Ratification, 
March 8, 1859.

Proclamation, 
April 29, 1859.

And whereas the said treaty having been submitted to the Senate of the 
United States for its constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on the 
eighth day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, advise and consent 
to the ratification of the same, by a resolution, in the words and figures 
following, to wit:

“In  Exec uti ve  Sessi on ,
“ Sena te  of  th e Unit ed  Stat es , March 8, 1859.

“Resolved, (two thirds of the senators present concurring,) That the 
Senate advise and consent to the ratification of treaty between the 
United States and the chiefs, headmen and delegates of the Nez Perce 
tribe of Indians, occupying lands lying partly in Washington and partly 
in Oregon Territories, between the Cascade and Bitter Root Mountains, 
signed 11th day June, 1855.

“ Attest: “ ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary”

Now, therefore, be it known that I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President 
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and 
consent of the Senate as expressed in their resolution of the eighth of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, accept, ratify, and confirm the 
said treaty.

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to 
be hereto affixed, and have signed the same with my hand.

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-ninth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 

[sea l .J nine, and of the independence of the United States the 
eighty-third.

JAMES BUCHANAN.
By the President:

• Lew is  Cas s , Secretary of State. )
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