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Sec . 11. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States is authorized to employ as many persons of African descent as 

■ he may deem necessary and proper for the suppression of this rebel-
lion, and for this purpose he may organize and use them in such manner 
as he may judge best for the public welfare.

? Sec . 12. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to make provision for the transportation, colo-
nization, and settlement, in some tropical country beyond the limits of the 
United States, of such persons of the African race, made free by the pro-
visions of this act, as may be willing to emigrate, having first obtained 
the consent of the government of said country to their protection and set-
tlement within the same, with all the rights and privileges of freemen.

Sec . 13. And be it further enacted, That the President is hereby au 
thorized, at any time hereafter, by proclamation, to extend to persons 
who may have participated in the existing rebellion in any State or part 
thereof, pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and at such time and 
on such conditions as he may deem expedient for the public welfare.

Sec . 14. And be it further enacted, That the courts of the United 
States shall have full power to institute proceedings, make orders and 
decrees, issue process, and do all other things necessary to carry this act 
into effect.

Appr ov ed , July 17, 1862.

Chap . CXCVL — An Act to authorize Payments in Stamps, and to prohibit Circulation 
of Notes of less Denomination than One Dollar.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby directed to furnish to the Assistant 
Treasurers, and such designated depositaries of the United States as may 
be by him selected, in such sums as he may deem expedient, the postage 
and other stamps of the United States, to be exchanged by them, on 
application, for United States notes; and from and after the first day 
of August next such stamps shall be receivable in payment of all dues 
to the United States less than five dollars, and shall be received in 
exchange for United States notes when presented to any Assistant 
Treasurer or any designated depositary selected as aforesaid in sums 
not less than five dollars.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of August, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, no private corporation, 
banking association, firm, or individual shall make, issue, circulate, or 
pay any note, check, memorandum, token, or other obligation, for a 
less sum than one dollar, intended to circulate as money or to be re-
ceived or used in lieu of lawful money of the United States; and 
every person so offending shall, on conviction thereof in any district 
or circuit court of the United States, be punished by fine not exceeding 
five 'hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or 
by both, at the option of the court.

Approv ed , July 17, 1862. ,

Cha p. CXCVII.—An Act to amend an Act entitled “ An Act to amend an Act en-
titled ‘ An Act in Addition to the Acts prohibiting the Slave Trade.’ ”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the President of the United States to enter into arrangement, 
by contract or otherwise, with one or more foreign governments having 
possessions in the West Indies or other tropical regions, or with their 
duly constituted agent or agents, to receive from the United States, for a

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Ses s . II. Ch . 195, 196, 197. 18b2,592



THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess . II. Ch . 197, 198, 199. 1862.

term not exceeding five years, at such place or places as shall be agreed 
upon, all negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, delivered from on board 
vessels seized in the prosecution of the slave trade, by commanders of 
United States armed vessels, and to provide them with suitable instruction, 
and with comfortable clothing and shelter, and to employ them, at wages, 
under such regulations as shall be agreed upon, for a period not exceeding 
five years from the date of their being landed at the place or places 
agreed upon : Provided, that the United States incur no expenses on 
account of said negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, after having landed 
them at the place or places agreed upon : And provided further, That 
any arrangement so made as aforesaid may be renewed by the President 
of the United States from time to time, as may be found necessary or 
desirable, for periods not exceeding five years on each renewal.

Sect io n  2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue instructions to the com-
manders of the armed vessels of the United States, directing them, when-
ever it shall be practicable, and under such rules and regulations as he 
shall prescribe, to proceed directly to such place or places as shall have 
been agreed upon with any foreign government, or its duly constituted 
agent or agents, under the provisions of the first section of this act, 
and there deliver to the duly constituted authorities, or agents of such 
foreign governments, all negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, delivered 
from on board vessels seized in the prosecution of the slave trade, 
afterwards taking the vessel and persons engaged in prosecuting the 
slave trade to the proper place for trial and adjudication.

Approv ed , July 17, 1862.

Chap . CXC VIII.—An Act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to change the Name 
of the Steamship “Coatzacoalcos” to “America.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to change the 
name of the steamship “ Coatzacoalcos,” now owned by Marshall 0. 
Roberts, of New York city, to that of “America,” and to issue a register 
in that name.

Approv ed , July 17, 1862.

Cha p . CXCIX. — An Act to provide for the more prompt Settlement of the Accounts 
of Disbursing Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage 
of this act any officer or agent of the United States who shall receive 

. public money which he is not authorized to retain as salary, pay or emol-
ument, shall render his accounts monthly, instead of quarterly, as hereto-
fore ; and such accounts, with the vouchers necessary to the correct and 
prompt settlement thereof, shall be rendered direct to the proper accounting 
officer of the treasury, and be mailed or otherwise forwarded to its proper 
address within ten days aftei' the expiration of each successive month. 
And in case of the non-receipt at the treasury of any accounts within a 
reasonable and proper time thereafter, the officer whose accounts are in 
default shall be required to furnish satisfactory evidence of having com-
plied with the provisions of this act; and for any default on his part, the 
delinquent officer shall be deemed a defaulter, and be subject to all the 
penalties prescribed by the sixteenth section of the act of August sixth, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, “ to provide for the better organization 
of the treasury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer and disburse-
ment of the public revenue ; ” Provided, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury may, if in his opinion the circumstances of the case justify and
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