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advantage to the interests of commerce :

Ports of Bean-  Now, therefore, be it known that I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of
e AL t_;lfls the United States, pursuant to the authority in me vested by the fifth section of
Vestaradiopan. the act of Congress, approved on the 13th of July last, entitled © An act further
ect to limita- t0 provide for the collection of duties on fmports, and for other purposes,” do
| tivns and regula- hereby declare that the blockade of the said ports of Beaufort, Port Royal, and

tions. New Orleans shall so far cease and determine, from and after the first day of
June next, that eommereial intercourse with those ports; except as to persons,
1861, ch. 3. § 5. things, and information contraband of war, may, from that time, be carried on,
Ante, p. 257. subject to the laws of the United Sfates, and to the limifations and in pursnance
of the regulations which are preseribed by the Secrvetary of the Treasury in his

order of this date, which is appended to this Proclamation. 1

| aded; but as the blockade of the same ports may now be safely relaxed witl.
i
|

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the
United States to be affixed.
Done at the City of Washington, this twelfth day of May, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hunidred and sixty-two, and of the Inde-
[r.8.] A P AR E Sha Ty
pendence of the United States the eighty-sixth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

| By the President:
WirLiam H. SEwarD, Secretary of State.

|
P Trrasury DerartMexT, May 12, 1862. i
l . Regulations relating to Trade with Ports opened by Proclamation.
| Eegulations as " S i s B X
to trade with 1. To vessels clearing from foreign ports, and destined to ports opened by
H onened ports. the proclamation of the President of the United States of this date, namely,
r Beaufort, in North Carolina, Port Royal, in South Carolina, and New Orleans,
| in Louisiana, licenses will be granted by Consuls of the United States upon
| satistactory evidence that the vessels so licensed will convey no persons, prop-
! erty, or information contraband of war, either to or from the said ports, which
licenses shall be exhibited to the Collector of the port to which said vessels may
be respectively bound, immediately on arrival, and, if required, to any officer in
charge of the blockade ; and on leaving either of said ports every vessel will be
required to have a clearance from the collector of the customs, according to law,
. showing no violation of the conditions of the license. Any violation of said
conditions will involve the forfeiture and condemnation of the vessel and cargo,
| and the exclusion of all parties concerned from any farther privilege of emerfug
Il the United States during the war for any purpose whatever.
[ Licenses. 2. To vessels of the United States clearing coastwise for the ports aforesaid,
" licenses can only be obtained from the Treasury Department.
Blockade as to 3. In all other respects the existing blockade remains in full force and effect
| other ports not  as hitherto established and maintained, nor is it relaxed by the Proclamation
relaxed. except in regard to the ports to which the relaxation is by that instrument ex-
pressly applied.
‘; S. P. CHASE, Secretary of the Treasury.

" No. 13. . |

I May 19, 1862, BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA :

\ A PROCLAMATION.
Praauibile, Wurreas there appears in the public prints what purports to be a proclama '}'

tion of Major General Hunter, in the words and figures following, to wit

Headquarters Department of the South,
Hilton Head, 8. C., May 9, 1862,
General Orders No. 11.— The three States of Georgia, Florida, and South
Carolina, comprising the military department of the South, having deliberately
declared themselves no longer under the protection of the United States of
America, and having taken up arms against the said United States, it becomes
A military necessity to declare them under martial law. This was accordingly done
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on the 25th day of April, 1862. Slavery and martial law in a free country are
altogether incompatible ; the persons in these three States— Georgia, Florida,
and South Carolina — heretofore held as slaves, are therefore declaved forever
free.
(Official) Davip HUNTER,
Major General Commanding.
Ep, W. Smirs, Acting Assistant Adjutant Gen'l.

And whereas the same is producing some excitement and misunderstanding,
therefore,

I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, proclaim and Proclamation
declare, that the Government of the United States had no knowledge, informa- void in part.
tion, or belief, of an intention on the part of General Hunter to issue such a
proclamation ; nor has it yet any authentic information that the document is
genuine. And further, that neither General Hunter, nor any other commander,
or person, has been authorized by the Government of the United States to make
proclamations declaring the slaves of any State free; and that the supposed
proclamation, now in question, whether genuine or false, is altogether void, so far
as respects such declaration.

I further make known that whether it be competent for me, as Commander-
in-Chief of the Army and Navy, to declare the slaves of any State or States
free, and whether, at any time, in any case, it shall have become a necessity
indispensable to the maintenance of the Government, to exercise such supposed
power, are questions which, under my responsibility, I reserve to myself, and
which I cannot feel justified in leaving to the decision of commanders in the
field. These are totally different questions from those of police regulations in
armies and camps.

On the sixth day of March last, by a special message, 1 recommended to Con-  Appeal for the
gress the adoption of a joint resolution to be substantially as follows: gradual abolish-

ment of slavery.

Resolved, That the United States ought to cobperate with any State which
may adopt a gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to such State pecuniary aid,
to be used by such State in its discretion, to compensate for the inconveniences,
public and private, produced by such change of system.

The resolution, in the language above quoted, was adopted by large majorities
in both branches of Congress, and now stands an authentic, definite, and solemn
proposal of the nation to the States and people most immediately interested in
the subject matter. To the people of those States I now earnestly appeal — 1
do not argue — I beseech you to make the argnments for yourselves — You can-
not, if’ you would, be blind to the signs of the times — I beg of youn a calm and
enlarged consideration of them, ranging, if' it iay be, far above personal and par-
tisan politics. 'This proposal makes connnon cause for a common objeet, casting
no reproaches upon auy. It acts not the Pharisee. The change it contemplates
would come gently as the dews of heaven. not rending or wrecking anything.
Will you not embrace it? 8o much good has not been done, by one effort, in
all past time, as, in the providence of Gad, it is now your high privilege to do.
May the vast future not have to lament that you have neglected it.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caosed the seal of the
United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this nineteenth day of May, in the
[sEar.]  year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, and of
the Independence of the United States the eighty-sixth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

By the President:
Wirriam H. Sewarbp, Secrefary of State.
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