
(a) The commander of an armed vessel of the United States, has a right to stop vessels on the high 
seas, for examination. Maley v. Shattuck, 3 Cranch, 458; 1 Cond. Rep. 597.

The right of capture is entirely derived from the law; it is a limited right which is subject to all the 
restraints which the legislature has imposed, and is to be exercised in the manner its wisdom has pre-
scribed. The Thomas Gibbons, 8 Cranch 421 ; 3 Cond. Rep, 193.
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cient cause therefor appearing, shall and may order such alien or aliens 
to be removed out of the territory of the United States, or to give sure-
ties of their good behaviour, or to be otherwise restrained, conformably 
to the proclamation or regulations which shall and may be established 
as aforesaid, and may imprison, or otherwise secure such alien or aliens, 
until the order which shall and may be made, as aforesaid, shall be per-
formed.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
marshal of the district in which any alien enemy shall be apprehended, 
who by the President of the United States, or by order of any court, 
judge or justice, as aforesaid, shah be required to depart, and to be re-
moved, as aforesaid, to provide therefor, and to execute such order, by 
himself or his deputy, or other discreet person or persons to be employed 
by him, by causing a removal of such alien out of the territory of the 
United States; and for such removal the marshal shall have the warrant 
of the President of the United States, or of the court, judge or justice 
ordering the same, as the case may be.

Appro ve d , July 6, 1798.

Cha p. LX VII.—An Act to declare the treaties heretofore concluded with France, no 
longer obligatory on the United States.

Whe re as  the treaties concluded between the United States and 
France have been repeatedly violated on the part of the French govern-
ment ; and the just claims of the United States for reparation of the 
injuries so committed have been refused, and their attempts to nego-
tiate an amicable adjustment of all complaints between the two nations, 
have been repelled with indignity: And whereas, under authority of the 
French government, there is yet pursued against the United States, a 
system of predatory violence, infracting the said treaties, and hostile to 
the rights of a free and independent nation :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the United States 
are of right freed and exonerated from the stipulations of the treaties, 
and of the consular convention, heretofore concluded between the United 
States and France; and that the same shall not henceforth be regarded 
as legally obligatory on the government or citizens of the United States.

Appr ov ed , July 7, 1798.

Cha p. LX VIII.—An Act further io protect the Commerce of the United Siatesfa')
Sect io n  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Pre-
sident of the United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to in-
struct the commanders of the public armed vessels which are, or which 
shall be employed in the service of the United States, to subdue, seize 
and take any armed French vessel, which shall be found within the juris-
dictional limits of the United States, or elsewhere, on the high seas, and 
such captured vessel, with her apparel, guns and appurtenances, and the 
goods or effects which shall be found on board the same, being French 
property, shall be brought within some port of the United States, and 
shall be duly proceeded against and condemned as forfeited; and shall 
accrue and be distributed, as by law is or shall be provided respecting



FIFTH CONGRESS. Ses s . II. Ch . 68. 1798.

the captures which shall be made by the public armed vessels of the 
United States.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to grant to the owners of 
private armed ships and vessels of the United States, who shall make 
application therefor, special commissions in the form which he shall 
direct, and under the seal of the United States; and such private armed 
vessels, when duly commissioned, as aforesaid, shall have the same license 
and authority for the subduing, seizing and capturing any armed French 
vessel, and for the recapture of the vessels, goods and effects of the peo-
ple of the United States, as the public armed vessels of the United States 
may by law have; and shall be, in like manner, subject to such instruc-
tions as shall be ordered by the President of the United States, for the 
regulation of their conduct. And the commissions which shall be 
granted, as aforesaid, shall be revocable at the pleasure of the President 
of the United States.

Sec . 3. Provided, and be it further enacted, That every person in-
tending to set forth and employ an armed vessel, and applying for a com-
mission, as aforesaid, shall produce in writing the name, and a suitable 
description of the tonnage and force of the vessel, and the name and 
place of residence of each owner concerned therein, the number of the 
crew and the name of the commander, and the two officers next in rank, 
appointed for such vessel; which writing shall be signed by the person or 
persons making such application, and filed with the Secretary of State, 
or shall be delivered to any other officer or person who shall be em-
ployed to deliver out such commissions, to be by him transmitted to the 
Secretary of State.

Sec . 4. And. provided, and be it further enacted, That before any 
commission, as aforesaid, shall be issued, the owner or owners of the 
ship or vessel for which the same shall be requested, and the commander 
thereof, for the time being, shall give bond to the United States, with at 
least two responsible sureties, not interested in such vessel, in the penal 
sum of seven thousand dollars; or if such vessel be provided with more 
than one hundred and fifty men, then in the penal sum of fourteen thou-
sand dollars; with condition that the owners, and officers, and crews 
who shall be employed on board of such commissioned vessel, shall and 
wifi observe the treaties and laws of the United States, and the instruc-
tions which shall be given them for the regulation of their conduct: 
And will satisfy all damages and injuries which shall be done .or com-
mitted contrary to the tenor thereof, by such vessel, during her commis-
sion, and to deliver up the same when revoked by the President of the 
United States.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That all armed French vessels, 
together with their apparel, guns and appurtenances, and any goods or 
effects which shall be found on board the same, being French property, 
and which shall be captured by any private armed vessel or vessels of 
the United States, duly commissioned, as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, 
and shall accrue to the owners thereof, and the officers and crews by 
whom such captures shall be made; and on due condemnation had, 
shall be distributed according to any agreement which shall be between 
them; or in failure of such agreement, then by the discretion of the court 
before whom such condemnation shall be.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That all vessels, goods and effects, 
the property of any citizen of the United States, or person resident there-
in, which shall be recaptured, as aforesaid, shall be restored to the law-
ful owners, upon payment by them, respectively, of a just and reasonable 
salvage, to be determined by the mutual agreement of the parties con-
cerned, or by the decree of any court of the United States having mari-
time jurisdiction according to the nature of each case: Provided,
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(a) The acts of Congress relating to the assessment of lands, &c., and slaves, for direct taxes, have 
been : An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves
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that such allowance shah not be less than one eighth, or exceeding one 
half of the full value of such recapture, without any deduction. And 
such salvage shah be distributed to and among the owners, officers and 
crews of the private armed vessel or vessels entitled thereto, according 
to any agreement which shall be between them; or in case of no agree-
ment, then by the decree of the court who shall determine upon such 
salvage.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That before breaking bulk of any 
vessel which shall be captured, as aforesaid, or other disposal or conver-
sion thereof, or of any articles which shall be found on board the same, 
such capture shall be brought into some port of the United States, and 
shall be libelled and proceeded against before the district court of the 
same district; and if after a due course of proceedings, such capture 
shall be decreed as forfeited in the district court, or in the circuit court 
of the same district, in the case of any appeal duly allowed, the same 
shall be delivered to the owners and captors concerned therein, or shall 
be publicly sold by the marshal of the same court, as shall be finally 
decreed and ordered by the court. And the same court, who shall have 
final jurisdiction of any libel or complaint of any capture, as aforesaid, 
shah and may decree restitution, in whole or in part, when the capture 
and restraint shall have been made without just cause, as aforesaid; 
and if made without probable cause, or otherwise unreasonably, may 
order and decree damages and costs to the party injured, and for which 
the owners, officers and crews of the private armed vessel or vessels by 
which such unjust capture shah have been made, and also such vessel or 
vessels shall be answerable and liable.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That all French persons and others, 
who shall be found acting on board any French armed vessel, which 
shall be captured, or on board of any vessel of the United States, which 
shall be recaptured, as aforesaid, shall be reported to the collector of the 
port in which they shall first arrive, and shall be delivered to the custody 
of the marshal, or of some civil or military officer of the United States, 
or of any state in or near such port; who shall take charge for their 
safe keeping and support, at the expense of the United States.

Approved , July 9, 1798.

Cha p. LXIX.--- An Act limiting the time, within which claims against the
United States, for credits on the books of the Treasury, may be presented for 
allowance.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That all credits on the books 
of the treasury of the United States, for transactions during the late 
war, which, according to the course of the treasury, have hitherto been 
discharged by issuing certificates of registered debt, shall be forever 
barred and precluded from settlement or allowance, unless claimed by 
the proper creditors, or their legal representatives on or before the first 
day of March, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 
And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby required to cause this act 
to be published in one or more of the public papers of each state.

Appro ve d , July 9, 1798.

Cha p. LXX.—An Act to provide for the valuation of Lands and Dwelling- 
Houses, and the enumeration of Slaves within the United States .(a)

Sec ti on  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the
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