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hereof any such ship or vessel shall be found within the jurisdictional 
limits of the United States, not being liable to seizure for any other 
cause, the company having charge thereof shall be required to depart 
and carry away the same, avoiding all unnecessary delay; and if they 
shall, notwithstanding, remain, it shall be the duty of the collector of 
the district, wherein, or nearest to which, such ship or vessel shall be, to 
seize and detain the same, at the expense of the United States: Provided, 
that ships or vessels which shall be bona fide the property of, or hired 
or employed by citizens of the United States, shall be excepted from 
this prohibition until the first day of December next, and no longer: 
And provided that in the case of vessels hereby prohibited, which shall 
be driven by distress of weather, or the want of provisions into any port or 
place of the United States, they may be suffered to remain under the 
custody of the collector there, or nearest thereto, until suitable repairs or 
supplies can be obtained, and as soon as may be thereafter shall be 
required and suffered to depart: but no part of the lading of such vessel 
shall be taken out or disposed of, unless by the special permit of such 
collector, or to defray the unavoidable expense of such repairs or supplies.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer.

Sec . 5. Provided, and be it further enacted, That if, before the next 
session of Congress, the government of France, and all persons acting 
by or under their authority, shall clearly disavow, and shall be found to 
refrain from the aggressions, depredations and hostilities which have 
been, and are by them encouraged and maintained against the vessels 
and other property of the citizens of the United States, and against 
their national rights and sovereignty, in violation of the faith of treaties, 
and the laws of nations, and shall thereby acknowledge the just claims 
of the United States to be considered as in all respects neutral, and 
unconnected in the present European war, if the same shall be con-
tinued, then and thereupon it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, being well ascertained of the premises, to remit and dis-
continue the prohibitions and restraints hereby enacted and declared; 
and he shall be, and is hereby authorized to make proclamation thereof 
accordingly: Provided, that nothing in this act contained, shall extend 
to any ship or vessel to which the President of the United States shall 
grant a permission to enter or clear; which permission he is hereby 
authorized to grant to vessels which shall be solely employed in any 
purpose of political or national intercourse, or to aid the departure of 
any French persons, with their goods and effects, who shah have been 
resident within the United States, when he may think it requisite.

Appr ove d , June 13, 1798.

Cha p. LIV.—An Act supplementary to and to amend ihe act, intituled “An act 
to establish an uniform rule, of naturalization; and to repeal the act heretofore 
passed on that subject.”
Secti on  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That no alien 
shah be admitted to become a citizen of the United States, or of any 
state, unless in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled “ An act to 
establish an uniform rule of naturalization ; and to repeal the act here-
tofore passed on that subject,” he shah have declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, five years, at least, before his 
admission, and shall, at the time of his application to be admitted, 
declare and prove, to the satisfaction of the court having jurisdiction in 
the case, that he has resided within the United States fourteen years, at 
least, and within the state or territory where, or for which such court is 
at the time held, five years, at least, besides conforming to the other
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declarations, renunciations and proofs, by the said act required, any thing 
therein to the contrary hereof notwithstanding : Provided, that any 
alien, who was residing within the limits, and under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, before the twenty-ninth day of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, may, within one year after the passing 
of this act—and any alien who shall have made the declaration of his 
intention to become a citizen of the United States, in conformity to the 
provisions of the act, intituled “ An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization, and to repeal the act heretofore passed on that subject,” 
may, within four years after having made the declaration aforesaid, be 
admitted to become a citizen, in the manner prescribed by the said act, 
upon his making proof that he has resided five years, at least, within 
the limits, and under the jurisdiction of the United States : And provided 
also, that no alien, who shall be a native, citizen, denizen or subject 
of any nation or state with whom the United States shall be at war, at 
the time of his application, shall be then admitted to become a citizen 
of the United States.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
clerk, or other recording officer of the court before whom a declaration 
has been, or shall be made, by any alien, of his intention to become a 
citizen of the United States, to certify and transmit to the office of the 
Secretary of State of the United States, to be there filed and recorded, 
an abstract of such declaration, in which, when hereafter made, shall be 
a suitable description of the name, age, nation, residence and occupation, 
for the time being, of the alien; such certificate to be made in all cases, 
where the declaration has been or shall be made, before the passing of 
this act, within three months thereafter; and in all other cases, within 
two months after the declaration shall be received by the court. And 
in all cases hereafter arising, there shall be paid to the clerk, or record-
ing officer as aforesaid, to defray the expense of such abstract and certi-
ficate, a fee of two dollars; and the clerk or officer to whom such fee 
shall be paid or tendered, who shall refuse or neglect to make and certify 
an abstract, as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That in all cases of naturalization 
heretofore permitted or which shall be permitted, under the laws of the 
United States, a certificate shall be made to, and filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State, containing a copy of the record respecting the alien, 
and the decree or order of admission by the court before whom the pro-
ceedings thereto have been, or shall be had : And it shall be the duty of the 
clerk or other recording officer of such court, to make and transmit such 
certificate, in all cases which have already occurred, within three months 
after the passing of this act; and in all future cases, within two months 
from and after the naturalization of an alien shall be granted by any court 
competent thereto:—And in all future cases, there shall be paid to such 
clerk or recording officer the sum of two dollars, as a fee for such certifi-
cate, before the naturalization prayed for, shall be allowed. And the clerk 
or recording officer, whose duty it shall be, to make and transmit the 
certificate aforesaid, who shall be convicted of a wilful neglect therein, 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, for each and every offence.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That all white persons, aliens, 
(accredited foreign ministers, consuls, or agents, their families and do-
mestics, excepted) who, after the passing of this act, shall continue to 
reside, or who shall arrive, or come to reside in any port or place within 
the territory of the United States, shall be reported, if free, and of the 
age of twenty-one years, by themselves, or being under the age of twenty- 
one years, or holden in service, by their parent, guardian, master or 
mistress in whose care they shall be, to the clerk of the district court of 
the district, if living within ten miles of the port or place, in which their 
residence or arrival shall be, and otherwise, to the collector of such port
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or place, or some officer or other person there, or nearest thereto, who 
shall be authorized by the President of the United States, to register 
aliens : And report, as aforesaid, shall be made in all cases of residence, 
within six months from and after the passing of this act, and in ah after 
cases, within forty-eight hours after the first arrival or coming into the 
territory of the United States, and shall ascertain the sex, place of birth, 
age, nation, place of allegiance or citizenship, condition or occupation, 
and place of actual or intended residence within the United States, of 
the alien or aliens reported, and by whom the report is made. And it 
shall be the duty of the clerk, or other officer, or person authorized, who 
shall receive such report, to record the same in a book to be kept for 
that purpose, and to grant to the person making the report, and to each 
individual concerned therein, whenever required, a certificate of such 
report and registry; and whenever such report and registry shall be 
made to, and by any officer or person authorized, as aforesaid, other 
than the clerk of the district court, it shall be the duty of such officer, 
or other person, to certify and transmit, within three months thereafter, 
a transcript of such registry, to the said clerk of the district court of 
the district in which the same shall happen; who shall file the same in 
his office, and shall enter and transcribe the same in a book to be kept 
by him for that purpose. And the clerk, officer or other person autho-
rized to register aliens, shall be entitled to receive, for each report and 
registry of one individual or family of individuals, the sum of fifty cents, 
and for every certificate of a report and registry the sum of fifty cents, 
to be paid by the person making or requiring the same, respectively. 
And the clerk of the district court, to whom a return of the registry of 
any alien, shall have been made, as aforesaid, and the successor of such 
clerk, and of any other officer or person authorized to register aliens, 
who shall hold any former registry, shall and may grant certificates there-
of, to the same effect as the original register might do. And the clerk 
of each district court shall, during one year from the passing of this act, 
make monthly returns to the department of State, of all aliens registered 
and returned, as aforesaid, in his office.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That every alien who shall continue 
to reside, or who shah arrive, as aforesaid, of whom a report is required 
as aforesaid, who shall refuse or neglect to make such report, and to 
receive a certificate thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of two dollars; 
and any justice of the peace, or other civil magistrate, who has authority 
to require surety of the peace, shall and may, on complaint to him made 

i thereof, cause such alien to be brought before him, there to give surety 
of the peace and good behaviour during his residence within the United 
States, or for such term as the justice, or other magistrate shah deem 
reasonable, and until a report and registry of such alien shall be made, 
and a certificate thereof, received as aforesaid; and in failure of such 
surety, such alien shall and may be committed to the common gaol, and 
shall be there held, until the order which the justice or magistrate shall 
and may reasonably make, in the premises, shall be performed. And 
every person, whether alien, or other, having the care of any alien or 
aliens, under the age of twenty-one years, or of any white alien holden 
in service, who shall refuse and neglect to make report thereof, as afore- 

□ said, shall forfeit the sum of two dollars, for each and every such minor 
or servant, monthly, and every month, until a report and registry, and a 

f certificate thereof, shall be had, as aforesaid.
' Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That in respect to every alien,

who shall come to reside within the United States after the passing of 
t this act, the time of the registry of such alien shall be taken to be the 

time when the term of residence within the limits, and under the juris- 
‘ diction of the United States, shall have commenced, in case of an appli-

cation by such alien, to be admitted a citizen of the United States; and
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a certificate of such registry shall be required, in proof of the term of 
residence, by the court to whom such application shall and may be made.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That all and singular the penalties 
established by this act, shall and may be recovered in the name, and to 
the use of any person, who will inform and sue for the same, before any 
judge, justice, or court, having jurisdiction in such case, and to the 
amount of such penalty, respectively.

Appro ve d , June 18, 1798.

Cha p. LV.—An Act to amend the act, intituled “An act providing a Naval Arma-
ment," and the act, intituled “ An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause to be purchased or built, a number of small vessels, to be equipped 
as gallies or otherwise."
Sec ti on  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Presi-
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized, when he 
shall think fit to increase the strength of any revenue cutter, for the pur-
poses of defence, against hostilities near the sea coast, to employ on 
board the same, at his discretion, not exceeding seventy marines and 
seamen: any thing in the act, intituled “ An act providing a naval arma-
ment,” to the contrary hereof, notwithstanding.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to fix the degree of rank, 
and the rate of pay and subsistence, not exceeding what is allowed upon 
the naval establishment, which shall be granted and allowed to the 
officers who shall be duly commissioned in the service of the United 
States on board of any small vessel or galley, which shall be fitted out 
under his orders, pursuant to the act, intituled “ An act to authorize 
the President of the United States to cause to be purchased, or built, a 
number of small vessels, to be equipped as gallies, or otherwise;” any-
thing therein to the contrary hereof, notwithstanding.

Approved , June 22, 1798.

Cha p. LVI.—An Act to extend the privilege of franking letters and packets to the 
Secretary of the Navy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all letters and packets to 
or from the Secretary of the Navy, shall be received and conveyed by 
post, free of postage, under the like restrictions and limitations as are 
provided respecting letters and packets to or from the heads of the other 
departments of the government, by the nineteenth section of the act, 
entitled “ An act to establish the post-office and post roads within the 
United States.”

Appr ove d , June 22, 1798.

Chap . LVII.—An Act supplementary to, and. to amend the act, intituled “An act 
authorizing the President of the United States to raise a provisional army."
Sect io n  1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the com-
panies of volunteers, and the members of each company, who shall be 
duly engaged and accepted by the President of the United States, and 
organized with proper officers commissioned by him, pursuant to the 
third section of the act, intituled “ An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to raise a provisional army,” shall submit to, and 
observe such rules of training and discipline, as shall be thought neces-
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